
HORSE RACING LAW OF 1995 (EXCERPT)
Act 279 of 1995

431.302 Definitions.

Sec. 2.

    As used in this act:
    (a) "Affiliate" means a person who, directly or indirectly, controls, is controlled by, or is under common control
with; is in a partnership or joint venture relationship with; or is a co-shareholder of a corporation, co-member of a
limited liability company, or co-partner in a limited liability partnership with a person who holds or applies for a
race meeting or track license under this act. For purposes of this subdivision, a controlling interest is a pecuniary
interest of more than 15%.
    (b) "Breaks" means the cents over any multiple of 10 otherwise payable to a patron on a wager of $1.00.
    (c) "Certified horsemen's organization" means an organization that is registered with the office of racing
commissioner in a manner and form required by the racing commissioner and that can demonstrate all of the
following:
    (i) The organization's capacity to supply horses.
    (ii) The organization's ability to assist a race meeting licensee in conducting the licensee's racing program.
    (iii) The organization's ability to monitor and improve physical conditions and controls for individuals and horses
participating at licensed race meetings.
    (iv) The organization's ability to protect the financial interests of the individuals participating at licensed race
meetings.
    (d) "Commissioner" or "racing commissioner" means the executive director of the Michigan gaming control
board appointed under section 4 of the Michigan gaming control and revenue act, 1996 IL 1, MCL 432.204, who is
ordered under Executive Reorganization Order No. 2009-31, MCL 324.99919, to perform all the functions and
exercise the powers performed and exercised by the racing commissioner before that position was abolished.
    (e) "Controlled substance" means that term as defined in section 7104 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368,
MCL 333.7104.
    (f) "Day of operation" means a period of 24 hours beginning at 12 noon and ending at 11:59 a.m. the following
day.
    (g) "Drug" means any of the following:
    (i) A substance intended for use in the diagnosis, cure, mitigation, treatment, or prevention of disease in humans
or other animals.
    (ii) A substance, other than food, intended to affect the structure or condition or any function of the body of
humans or other animals.
    (iii) A substance intended for use as a component of a substance specified in subparagraph (i) or (ii).
    (h) "Fair" means a county, district, or community fair or a state fair.
    (i) "Foreign substance" means a substance, or its metabolites, that does not exist naturally in an untreated horse
or, if natural to an untreated horse, exists at an unnaturally high physiological concentration as a result of having
been administered to the horse.
    (j) "Full card simulcast" means an entire simulcast racing program of 1 or more race meeting licensees located in
this state, or an entire simulcast racing program of 1 or more races simulcasted from 1 or more racetracks located
outside of this state.
    (k) "Horsemen's simulcast purse account" means an account maintained with a financial institution and managed
by a designated agent as described in section 19 to receive and distribute money as provided in this act.
    (l) "Member of the immediate family" means the spouse, child, parent, or sibling.
    (m) "Net commission" means the amount determined under section 17(3), after first deducting from the licensee's
statutory commission the applicable state tax on wagering due and payable under section 22 and the actual verified
fee paid by the licensee to the sending host track to receive the simulcast signal.
    (n) "Office of the racing commissioner" means the horse racing section of the horse racing, audit, and gaming
technology division of the Michigan gaming control board created by section 4 of the Michigan gaming control and
revenue act, 1996 IL 1, MCL 432.204, which operates under the direction of the executive director of the Michigan
gaming control board, to which Executive Reorganization Order No. 2009-31, MCL 324.99919, transferred all of
the authority, powers, duties, functions, records, personnel, property, unexpended balances of appropriations,
allocations, or other funds of the office of racing commissioner that previously existed under this act and that was
abolished by that executive reorganization order.
    (o) "Pari-mutuel" and "pari-mutuel wagering" mean the form or system of gambling in which the winner or
winners divide the total amount of money bet, after deducting the net commission.
    (p) "Person" means an individual, firm, partnership, corporation, association, or other legal entity.
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    (q) "Purse pool" means an amount of money allocated or apportioned to pay prizes for horse races and from
which payments may be made to certified horsemen's organizations as provided in this act.
    (r) "Standardbred" means a horse registered with the United States Trotting Association that races on designated
gaits of pace or trot.
    (s) "Thoroughbred" means a thoroughbred, quarter, paint, Arabian, or other breed horse. Thoroughbred does
not include a standardbred.
    (t) "Veterinarian" means an individual licensed to practice veterinary medicine under part 188 of the public health
code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.18801 to 333.18838, or under a state or federal law applicable to the individual.

History: 1995, Act 279, Imd. Eff. Jan. 9, 1996 ;-- Am. 2006, Act 445, Imd. Eff. Nov. 27, 2006 ;-- Am. 2016, Act 271, Imd. Eff. July 1, 2016

Rendered Saturday, August 23, 2025
 Page 2

Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 9 of 2025
Courtesy of legislature.mi.gov


