
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

324.51509 Fire suppression expenses; liability; determination; collection of claim; actions.

Sec. 51509.

    (1) Except as provided in section 51503b, a person who sets fire on any land and negligently allows the fire to
escape and become a forest or grass fire is liable for all expenses incurred by the state in the suppression of the fire.
    (2) The department shall certify, in writing, to the person the claim of the state under subsection (1) and shall list
the items of expense incurred in the suppression of the fire. The claim shall be paid within 60 days and, if not paid
within that time, the department may bring suit against the person in a court of competent jurisdiction in the county
of the residence of the defendant or of any defendant if there is more than 1, for the collection of the claim at any
time within 2 years after the fire. If the amount of the claim is cognizable by a circuit court, the department may file
the suit in the circuit court of Ingham county, or in the circuit court of the county of the residence of the defendant
or any defendant if there is more than 1.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995 ;-- Am. 2004, Act 529, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3, 2005 
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