NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

324.47307 Setting of nets or hook lines prohibited; channel at mouth of stream or outlet of inland lake;
fishing from docks; spearing through ice.

Sec. 47307.

A person shall not set any net, set hook lines, or other device for the purpose of taking or catching fish within
160 rods on either side of the thread of the stream at the mouth of any river or outlet of an inland lake emptying
into Lakes Superior, Michigan, Huron, or Erie, commonly known as the Great Lakes, or the bays of the Great
Lakes, navigable for vessels drawing 10 feet or more, leaving an open channel of 1 mile in width for the free
passage of fish, extending at right angles from the shoreline as near as may be, 2 miles from shore. However, within
the next 1/2 mile on either side of any such rivers or outlets of inland lakes, nets, set hook lines, or other devices
shall not be used for the purpose of taking fish that will extend a greater distance than 1 mile from shore. The
purpose of the limitations in this section is to leave an open channel of 1 mile in width 1 mile out, and 2 miles in
width for the second mile out, for the free passage of fish. No net or other device for taking fish shall be set or used
within 40 rods on either side of the thread of the stream at the mouth of any other river or the outlet of any other
inland lake leaving an open channel of 80 rods in width for the free passage of fish, extending at right angles with
the shoreline as near as may be 2 miles out from shore. For the purpose of this section, the shore commences at the
average low-water mark. If the location of the open channel or the average low-water mark is in dispute, this
location shall be determined by the department. Except as provided in sections 47311 and 47313, a person may at
all times catch any kind of fish in all of the waters named in this part, and from the docks, harbors of refuge, or
breakwaters, with a hook and line except largemouth black bass, smallmouth black bass, bluegills, sunfish, brook or
speckled trout, rainbow and steelhead trout, brown and Loch Leven trout, northern pike, pike-perch, perch, or
muskellunge, which shall only be taken or possessed in the manner and at the time specified by the laws of this state
protecting those fish. A person may also spear carp, suckers, mullet, redhorse, sheepshead, lake trout, herring,
smelt, perch, pike-perch, northern pike, muskellunge, sturgeon, whitefish, ciscoes, pilot fish or menominee white
fish, catfish, dogfish, and garpike through the ice in the connecting waters as defined in this part.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995
Popular Name: Act 451
Popular Name: NREPA

Rendered Saturday, August 23, 2025 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 9 of 2025
Page 1 Courtesy of legislature.mi.gov



