
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

324.31515 Approval of plans and specifications; completion of permitted activity; time; extension; approval
of changes; duration and renewal of permit; terms and conditions; mitigating measures; recommendations;
performance bond; suspension, revocation, annulment, withdrawal, recall, cancellation, or amendment of
permit; hearings.

Sec. 31515.

    (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, a permit issued by the department under this part shall require
that plans and specifications be approved by the department before construction begins. The department shall
approve or reject complete plans and specifications within 60 days after their receipt. The permitted activity shall be
completed within a specified time not to exceed 2 years after the date of issuance of the permit. Upon the written
application of the permittee, and for good cause shown, the department may extend the time for completing
construction. The permittee shall notify the department at least 10 days before beginning construction and shall
otherwise notify the department as the department may require.
    (2) A change in approved plans and specifications shall not be implemented unless the department gives its prior
approval. The department shall approve or reject changes in plans and specifications within 30 days after the
request for the changes.
    (3) A permit is effective for the length of time specified in the permit unless it is revoked pursuant to this part.
The department may renew a permit.
    (4) A permit to alter, repair, or construct a new dam, reconstruct a failed dam, or enlarge the surface area of an
impoundment by more than 10% may specify the terms and conditions including, but not limited to, requirements
for minimum flows, cold water release, impoundment fluctuations, portage, contingency plans, and conditions
under which the work is to be performed. The terms and conditions of a permit shall be effective for the life of the
project. The department may consider, in issuing a permit, any mitigating measures in conjunction with the
permitted activities and may make recommendations as to fish passage that may be required by part 483.
    (5) A permit to construct a new dam or reconstruct a failed dam may require a performance bond to assure
completion of the project or to provide for complete or partial restoration of the project site, as determined by the
department in rules promulgated by the department.
    (6) A permit may be suspended, revoked, annulled, withdrawn, recalled, canceled, or amended after a hearing for
a violation of any of its provisions, a violation of this part, a violation of a rule promulgated under this part, or any
misrepresentation contained in the application. Hearings shall be conducted by the department in accordance with
the provisions for contested cases in the administrative procedures act of 1969.
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