
STANDARDS OF CONDUCT FOR PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES (EXCERPT)
Act 196 of 1973

15.345 Board of ethics; powers and duties.

Sec. 5.

    (1) The board shall:
    (a) Receive complaints concerning alleged unethical conduct by a public officer or employee from any person or
entity, inquire into the circumstances surrounding the alleged unethical conduct, and make recommendations
concerning individual cases to the appointing authority with supervisory responsibility for the person whose
activities have been investigated. All departments of state government shall cooperate with the board of ethics in
the conduct of its investigations.
    (b) Initiate investigations of practices that could affect ethical conduct of a public officer or employee.
    (c) Hold public hearings.
    (d) Administer oaths and receive sworn testimony.
    (e) Issue and publish advisory opinions upon request from a public officer or employee or their appointing or
supervisory authority relating to matters affecting ethical conduct of a public officer or employee.
    (2) In the issuance of investigative reports and recommendations and advisory opinions, the board shall be
advised as to legal matters by the attorney general.
    (3) When a recommendation to an appointing authority is made by the board which affects a classified employee,
the appointing authority shall initiate appropriate proceedings in accordance with such recommendation and
pursuant to the rules of the civil service commission.
    (4) When a recommendation to an appointing authority is made by the board concerning an unclassified
employee or appointee, the appointing authority shall take appropriate disciplinary action which may include
dismissal.

History: 1973, Act 196, Imd. Eff. Jan. 8, 1974 
Compiler's Notes: Section 191 of Act 227 of the Public Acts of 1975 repealed MCL 4.401 to 4.410, 168.901 to 168.929, 15.321 to 15.330,
15.301 to 15.310, and 15.341 to 15.348. The Michigan Supreme Court, however, in Advisory Opinion on Constitutionality of 1975 PA 227,
396 Mich. 123, 240 N.W.2d 193 (1976), held Act 227 of the Public Acts of 1975 unconstitutional for being in violation of Mich. Const., Art.
4, Â§ 24.

Rendered Saturday, August 23, 2025
 Page 1

Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 9 of 2025
Courtesy of legislature.mi.gov


