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 Rep. Olumba offered the following resolution: 
 House Resolution No. 396.   
 A resolution to condemn Boko Haram for its violent attacks on civilian targets and 
support efforts by the President and the Congress of the United States to assist the Nigerian 
government in the safe return of the abducted women and girls in Nigeria, to prevent further 
attacks, and to promote the human rights of women and girls in Nigeria. 
 Whereas, Boko Haram is an acknowledged militant, terrorist organization. Since 2011, it 
has claimed responsibility for a series of bombings, killing nearly 4,000 innocent people in 
Nigeria. It has targeted schools, mosques, churches, villages, agricultural centers, and 
government facilities in its escalating armed campaign to create an Islamic state in northern 
Nigeria; and 
 Whereas, On April 14, Boko Haram abducted at gunpoint 276 teenage girls from the 
Government Girls Secondary School in the Federal Republic of Nigeria. While at least 53 girls 
immediately escaped, the remaining girls remain missing. Boko Haram has a history of 
kidnapping girls in the past for use as cooks and sex slaves, and there are reports that the 
abducted girls have been sold as brides to Islamist militants for the equivalent of $12 each; and 
 Whereas, In support of the Nigerian government, the United States dispatched drones 
over Nigeria to search for the abducted girls and deployed 80 soldiers to guard the drone base in 
nearby Chad. Other nations have also pledged support to help safely bring back the abducted 
girls. Despite these cooperative efforts, the abducted girls remain missing, and on June 9, Boko 
Haram abducted at least 20 additional women and girls from a village just miles from the earlier 
incident; and 
 Whereas, Boko Haram's increasingly bold attacks must be countered by a strong initiative 
to recover the abducted women and girls and prevent future attacks. This extremist group 
represents a growing threat to peace and stability in this region and to the United States' interests 
in this region. There are legitimate fears that Boko Haram may be emboldened to carry out 
attacks against Western targets, such as the U.S. Embassy and hotels frequented by Westerners; 
now, therefore, be it 
 Resolved by the House of Representatives, That we condemn Boko Haram for its violent 
attacks on civilian targets in Nigeria and call for the immediate, safe return of the women and 
girls abducted by them; and be it further 
 Resolved, That we express strong support for the people of Nigeria, especially the parents 
and families of the abducted women and girls, and encourage the Nigerian government to 
strengthen efforts that protect children seeking to obtain an education and to hold those who 
conduct violent acts against them accountable; and be it further 
 Resolved, That we support offers of United States assistance to the Nigerian government 
in the search for the abducted women and girls and encourage the U.S. Department of State and 
the United States Agency for International Development to continue support for initiatives that 
promote the human rights of women and girls in Nigeria; and be it further 
 Resolved, That we support our nation's efforts to hold terrorist organizations, such as 
Boko Haram, accountable and urge the President of the United States to provide a 
comprehensive strategy to counter the growing threat posed by radical Islamist terrorist groups in 
West Africa, the Sahel, and North Africa; and be it further 
 Resolved, That copies of this resolution be transmitted to the President of the United 
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the United States House of 
Representatives, and the members of the Michigan congressional delegation. 


