
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS  

 
 
Wednesday, September 19, 2012            12:00 p.m.                   Room 326 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the 
Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane. 
Member absent/excused: Rep. Stapleton. 
 
Representative Rendon moved to approve the minutes of the September 11, 2012 meeting. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5096 and HB 5097 before the committee: 
 
HB 5096 (Price) Children; adoption; surrendered adoptees obtaining certain 

identifying information; prohibit. 
 
HB 5097 (Price) Children; parental rights; provision relating to parent who 

voluntarily surrendered a child to an emergency service provider; 
eliminate. 

 
Representative Hooker moved to report out HB 5096 with recommendation. The motion 
prevailed 6-0-1. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: Rep. Lane. 
  
Representative Hooker moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5097. The motion prevailed 6-0-1. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: Rep. Lane. 
   
Representative O'Brien moved to report out HB 5097 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
The motion prevailed 6-0-2. 
   
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon. 



 Nays: None. 
 Pass: Reps. Slavens, Lane. 
 
The Chair laid SB 1001 before the committee: 
 
SB 1001 (Caswell) Family law; child support; fee for collecting and processing child 

support withholdings; provide for. 
 
Representative Slavens offered the following amendment: 
 
 1. Amend page 2, following line 22, by inserting:  
 "(6) UPON APPLICATION TO THE DEPARTMENT BY THE PAYER AND 
PROOF TO THE DEPARTMENT'S SATISFACTION THAT COLLECTION OF THE 
FEE AUTHORIZED IN SUBSECTION (3) WOULD IMPOSE A HARDSHIP, THE 
DEPARTMENT MAY WAIVE COLLECTION OF THAT FEE.". 
  
Representative Slavens moved to adopt the amendment to SB 1001.  The motion did not 
prevailed. 2-6-0 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Slavens, Lane 
 Nays:  Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon. 
 Pass: None. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Amanda Fisher, representing the National Federation of Independent Business. 
Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Bill Kandler, representing the Family Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan, submitted a 
card in opposition to the bill, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Rendon moved to report out SB 1001 with recommendation. The motion 
prevailed 5-0-3. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: Reps. O'Brien, Slavens, Lane. 
 
The Chair laid the committee at ease, the time being 12:16 p.m. 
 
The Chair called the committee back to order, the time being 12:17 p.m. 
 
The Chair laid SB 246, SB 247, HB 4555 and HB 4556 before the committee: 
 



SB 246 (Schuitmaker) Juveniles; criminal procedure; juvenile competency standards; 
revise. 

 
SB 247 (Schuitmaker) Juveniles; criminal procedure; juvenile competency and 

culpability; clarify. 
 
HB 4555 (Lipton) Juveniles; criminal procedure; juvenile competency and 

culpability; clarify. 
 
HB 4556 (Lipton) Juveniles; criminal procedure; juvenile competency standards; 

revise. 
 
Rebecca DeVooght, representing Senator Schuitmaker's office, and Representative Lipton 
testified in support of the bills. 
 
Michelle Weemhoff, representing the Michigan Council on Crime and Delinquency, testified in 
support of the bills. 
 
Judge Dorene Allen, representing the Michigan Probate Judges Association, testified in support 
of the bills. 
 
Dr. Maxine Thome, representation the National Association of Social Workers Michigan 
Chapter, Dr. Judith Kovach, representing the Michigan Psychological Association and Dr. 
Jeanette Scheid, representing the Michigan Psychiatric Society, testified in opposition to the 
bills. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Noah Smith, representing the Criminal Defense Attorneys of Michigan. 
Cia Segerlind, representing the Michigan County Social Services Association. 
Peter Cunningham, representing the State Bar of Michigan. 
Bill Kandler, representing the Mental Health Association of Michigan. 
 
Lisa Hawley, representing the Michigan Counseling Association, submitted a card in support of 
the bills, but due to time constraints was unable to speak. 
 
Alan Bolter, representing the Michigan Association of Community Mental Health Boards, 
submitted a card in opposition to the bills, but due to time constraints was unable to speak. 
 
Ben Bodkin, representing the Michigan Association of Counties, submitted a card with concerns 
on the bill, but due to time constraints was unable to speak. 
 
Lorna Elliott-Egan, representing the Michigan Department of Community Health, was available 
to answer questions. 
 
Representative Slavens moved to excuse Representative Stapleton. There being no objection, the 



motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 12:56 
p.m. 
 
Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair______________________________________ 
  
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Families, Children, and Seniors Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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