
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

JUDICIARY 
 
 
Wednesday, May 6, 2009   10:30 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by Representative Mark 
Meadows, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Representatives Corriveau and Haveman. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 4518, HB 4594, HB 4595 and HB 4596 an before the committee: 
 
HB 4518 Johnson Crimes; penalties; penalties for certain crimes of imprisonment for 

life without parole eligibility; amend Michigan penal code to 
exclude application to juvenile offenders. 

 
HB 4594 Warren Criminal procedure; sentencing; sentencing individual convicted as 

a juvenile to imprisonment for life without parole eligibility; 
prohibit. 

 
HB 4595 Scripps Criminal procedure; sentencing; sentencing juvenile to 

imprisonment for life without parole eligibility; amend probate 
code of 1939 to prohibit. 

 
HB 4596 Robert Jones Corrections; parole; parole of certain juvenile offenders sentenced 

to imprisonment for life; allow. 
 
Representative Lipton moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 4518. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, 
Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Rick Jones and Kowall, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representative Rocca. 
 

Representative Kandrevas moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 4594. 
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The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, 
Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Rick Jones and Kowall, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representative Rocca. 
 

Representative Bettie Scott moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 4596. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, 
Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Rick Jones and Kowall, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representative Rocca. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
Michael Thomas, Saginaw County Prosecutor, testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
Greg and Linda King, representing their daughter, Karen King, testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
Robert Moran, Wayne County Prosecutor, testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
Representative Scripps, sponsor of HB 4595, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Representative Warren, sponsor of HB 4594, explained her bill to the committee. 
 
Representative Johnson, sponsor of HB 4518, explainer his bill to the committee. 
 
Paul Stankewitz, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Tim Metts, representing the Diocese of Lansing, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Jennifer Bishop Jenkins, representing the National Organization of Victims of "Juvenile Lifers" 
(NOVJL), testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
Jody Robinson, representing NOVJL, testified and submitted written testimony in opposition of the 
bills. 
 
Dora Larson, representing NOVJL, testified and submitted written testimony in opposition to the 
bills. 
 
Lisa Key testified in support of the bills. 
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Mark Fancher, representing the ACLU of Michigan, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Deborah LaBelle testified in support of the bills. 
 
James Cotaling, representing James Cotaling, a murder victim, testified and submitted written 
testimony in opposition to the bills. 
 
Roberta Featherstone, representing James Cotaling, a murder victim, testified and submitted 
written testimony in opposition to the bills. 
 
The following people submitted written testimony and did not speak: 
 
John Payton, President and Director-Counsel, representing the NAACP Legal Defense and Education 
Fund, supports HB 4594, HB 4595 and HB 4596. 
 
Felecia Tyson, an Oakland County resident, supports the bills. 
 
Dr. James M. Dankovich supports the bills. 
 
Helen Paredes, representing The Injustice Must End, supports the bills. 
 
Lois DeMott, representing her son, supports HB 4518. 
 
The National Organization of Victims of "Juvenile Lifers" (NOVJL) opposes the bills. 
 
Tammi Smith, representing David Samel, supports the bills. 
 
Leah Parsell Rumsey, representing the Kalamazoo College Student Chapter of the ACLU, supports 
the bills. 
 
Caroline Bettinger-Lopez, Professor; Chris Buerger, student; Hiba Hafiz, student;  Alma Beltran y 
Puga, student; members of the Columbia Law School Human Rights Clinic, supports the bills. 
 
Charles Lewis supports the bills. 
 
Tom Duvall supports the bills. 
 
Christine M. Cook opposes the bills. 
 
Lori Vallance, opposes the bills. 
 
Julie D. Keefer, representing Karl Strunk, supports HB 4594-HB 4596. 
 
Stuart Dunnings, Ingham County Prosecutor, opposes the bills. 
 
Michael A. Conat supports the bills. 
 
The following people submitted a card and did not speak: 
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Dorius Williams, representing Lenerd Dee Williams, supports the bills. 
Raynard Ross, representing the Concerned Criminal Justice Students of Grand Rapids, supports HB 
4595. 
Velia Koppenhoefer, representing The Injustice Must End, supports the bills. 
Helen Paredes, representing The Injustice Must End, supports the bills. 
Theresa Villarreal, representing Richard Simmons #189585, supports the bills. 
Wendy Lewis, representing Charles Lewis #150709, supports the bills. 
Lulu Masha, representing the University of Michigan - SERVE, supports the bills. 
Scott Elliott, representing the Council of Race Relations, S.W. Michigan, supports the bills. 
Charlotte Orlewicz supports the bills. 
Carol Cottenhaim, representing Jerry Lashuay at J.A.F.L., supports the bills. 
Deb LaBelle supports the bills. 
Betty Strunk, representing Karl Strunk #191849, supports the bills. 
Linda Conat, representing Michael Conat, #369188, supports the bills. 
Minister Dennis Gover supports the bills. 
Rebecca Medina, representing Mario Bueno, supports the bills. 
Gary Conat, representing Michael Conat, supports the bills. 
Mario Bueno, representing Second Chance for Youth, supports HB 4594-HB 4596. 
Ysabel Benejam, representing Mario Bueno, supports HB 4594-HB 4596. 
Mary McClure, representing Derrick McClure, supports the bills. 
Monica Johner, representing Amy Black and Efrin Porada, supports the bills. 
Michael Kelly, representing Pointes for Peace, supports the bills. 
JoEllen J. Carigon, representing Timothy R. Carigon #254039, supports the bills. 
Sonia Crutchfield, representing Second Chance for Youth, supports HB 4594-HB 4596. 
Dennis Pogarch supports the bills. 
Annie H. Pittman, representing Jame Dion Thomas, supports the bills. 
Rosie Lewis, representing Charles Lewis #150709, supports HB 4518, HB 4594 and HB 4596. 
Ken Grunow, representing Amnesty International Group 78, supports the bills. 
Joyce Gouwens, representing The Injustice Must End (T.I.M.E.) supports HB 4518. 
Raina Harris, representing Damion Todd and Jerome Hamilton, supports the bills. 
Kelly Hardy, representing Second Chance for Youth, supports the bills. 
Diane Bukowski, representing Edward Sanders, supports the bills. 
Martha Harvey, representing Robert Wilson #265390, supports the bills. 
Kevin Demott, representing himself, supports the bills. 
Gloria Leininger, representing herself, supports the bills. 
Michelle Weemhoff, representing the Michigan Council on Crime and Delinquency, supports the 
bills. 
Natalie Holbrook, representing the American Friends Service Committee Michigan Criminal Justice 
Program, supports the bills. 
Doris Leininger, representing herself, supports the bills. 
Shelley Chapman, representing herself, supports the bills. 
Cynthia Merrell, representing Robert Wilson #265390, supports the bills. 
Demarlo Williams, representing David Williams, supports the bills. 
Don Williams, representing Leonard Williams, supports the bills. 
Marshane Wilson, representing Robert Wilson #265390, supports the bills. 
Ruby McGraw, representing Amnesty International - Detroit, supports the bills. 
Carmen Kelly, representing Amnesty International - Detroit, supports the bills. 
Bryan L. Crenshaw, representing the Michigan Department of Corrections, supports the bills. 
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Deborah Moorehead, representing Lonnell and Lamarr Haywood and Second Chances, supports the 
bills. 
Mattie Jones, representing Walter Jones #142565, supports the bills. 
Kathie Gourlay supports the bills. 
Ethan Priest, representing Timothy R. Carigon #254039, supports the bills. 
Irma Bivens, representing Walter Jones, supports the bills. 
Bruce and Katie Cameron, representing Karl Strunk, supports HB 4518. 
Emma Pogarch supports the bills. 
Amanda Sutherland, representing Karl Strunk, supports HB 4594-HB 4596. 
Charles Bryant, representing James Dion Thomas #192593, supports the bills. 
Marie Thomas, representing James Dion Thomas #192593, supports the bills. 
Stuart Warner, representing Brad T. Warner #223445, supports the bills. 
Brian Warner, representing Brad Warner, supports the bills. 
Deontae Harrison, representing James Thomas #192593, supports the bills. 
Anna Robinson, representing Lynn A. McNeal #193092, supports the bills. 
Vatrice Harrison, representing James Dion Thomas #192593, supports the bills. 
Tashauna Green, representing Second Chance for Youth, supports the bills. 
Rosie Carlton, representing Ferandale Shabazz Reed #218709, supports the bills. 
Nathan Abraham, representing Derrick McClure, supports the bills. 
Eunice Jackson, representing Lynn McNeal #193092, supports the bills. 
Joan Mitchell, representing Charles R. Dziuba, supports the bills. 
Linda Clarkson, representing Amy Black, supports the bills. 
Clint Williams supports HB 4518, HB 4594 and HB 4595. 
Lola Ziola, representing Amy Black, supports the bills. 
Shante M. McClure, representing Derrick T. McClure, supports the bills. 
Berniece Washington, representing Ferandale Reed #217709, supports the bills. 
Dinah Chambliss, representing Ferandale Reed #217709, supports the bills. 
Christopher Polk supports HB 4594-HB 4596. 
Earlene Keys, representing Ferandale Reed #217709, supports the bills. 
K-College ACLU supports the bills. 
Columbia Human Rights supports the bills. 
Melvin Reed, representing Ferandale Shabazz Reed #217709, supports the bills. 
Crystal Reed, representing Ferandale Reed #217709, supports the bills. 
Naomi Sizemore, representing Lonnell and Lamarr Haywood and Second Chance, supports the bills. 
Barbara Gibson, representing Lonnell and Lamarr Haywood and Second Chance, supports the bills. 
Sharron Adams, representing Lonnell and Lamarr Haywood and Second Chance, supports the bills. 
Paula Campbell, representing Amy Black, supports the bills. 
Yvonne Fleener, representing the Criminal Defense Attorneys of Michigan, supports the bills. 
Melissa Villegias supports HB 4594. 
Sheryl Rizzi, representing Joseph Rizzi #184671, supports HB 4518, HB 4595 and HB 4596. 
Laura Rodenburg, representing Saulo Montaloo #253032, supports the bills. 
Andre Carter, representing Second Chance for Youth, supports the bills. 
Danielle Jones, representing Second Chance for Youth, supports the bills. 
Stephanie Benson supports HB 4594. 
Lisa Drogin supports the bills. 
Terry Davis, representing Second Chance for Youth, supports the bills. 
Danielle Wilkinson supports the bills. 
Samson Carter, Jr., representing Second Chance for Youth, supports the bills. 
Belinda Grayel, representing Second Chance for Youth, supports the bills. 
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William Orlewicz supports the bills. 
Yolanda Renae Bryant, representing Diarra Kenyatte Bryant, supports the bills. 
Dana Mc Dade, representing Jerome Hamilton and Damion Todd, supports the bills. 
Rhonda Rudds, representing Bekeiba Holland, supports the bills. 
Rosalinda Perez, representing Second Chances and Juan Perez, supports HB 4518. 
Josefina Moreno, representing Second Chances and Juan Perez, supports HB 4518. 
Billy Harrington, representing Brandon Harrington, supports the bills. 
Herbert Harvey, representing Robert Wilson #265390, supports the bills. 
Sabrina Wilson, representing Robert Wilson #265390, supports the bills. 
Rodrick Jemison, representing Robert Wilson #265390, supports the bills. 
Helena Wilson, representing Robert Wilson #265390, supports the bills. 
Selena Wilson, representing Robert Wilson #265390, supports the bills. 
Jessica West, representing the Association for Children's Mental Health, did not indicate a position 
on the bills. 
Connie Mize, representing Eric Mize, did not indicate a position on the bills. 
Amy Winans, representing the Association for Children's Mental Health, did not indicate a position 
on the bills. 
Willie Mize, representing Eric Mize, did not indicate a position on the bills. 
Valerie Woods, representing Henry Hill #169371, supports the bills. 
Audrey Harrington, representing Brandon Harrington, did not indicate a position on the bills. 
Miriam M. Perez, representing Mario F. Bueno, did not indicate a position on the bills. 
Tomeka Wade, representing Ferandale Reed #217709, did not indicate a position on the bills. 
Calvin Harvell, representing Cortez T. Scott #240859, did not indicate a position on the bills. 
Gina Edwards, representing Ferandale Reed #217709, did not indicate a position on the bills. 
Samia Hayes, representing Ferandale Reed #217709, did not indicate a position on the bills. 
Latasha Bryant did not indicate a position on the bills. 
Erik Burgess did not indicate a position on the bills. 
Chanda Eddins, representing Cortez T. Scott #240859, did not indicate a position on the bills. 
Carolyn Scott, representing Cortez T. Scott #240859, did not indicate a position on the bills. 
Tom Hickson, representing the Michigan Association of Counties (MAC), has concerns with HB 
4518, HB 4594 and HB 4595. 
Christine Robinson opposes the bills. 
KC Steckelberg, representing the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan, opposes the bills. 
Liz Jenkins, representing NOVJL, opposes the bills. 
James R. McLemore, representing Patrick J. McLemore, supports HB 4518, HB 4594 and HB 4596. 
Maurice Thomas, representing James D. Thomas #192593, supports the bills. 
Pamela Thomas, representing James D. Thomas #192593, supports the bills. 
Barbara Lundberg and Bethany Whilby, representing Second Chances and Craig Whilby #195505, 
supports the bills. 
Tameca R. Young, representing Paul Young, supports the bills. 
Barbara Bryant supports the bills. 
Tim Burgin supports the bills. 
Catherine Wright, representing Robert L. Dukes, supports the bills. 
Rachel McKinney supports the bills. 
Masettee McClaine, representing Henry Hill #169371, supports the bills. 
Kenneth H. Smith supports the bills. 
Barbara Levine, representing the Citizens Alliance on Prisons & Public Spending (CAPPS), supports 
the bills. 
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There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 
12:48 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Mark Meadows, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Judiciary 
Malika Abdur-Rashid 
Committee Clerk 
mabdur@house.mi.gov 
517-373-7256 
2 Hours and 18 Minutes 
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