
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
APPROPRIATIONS   

 
Wednesday, October 28, 2009                        11:00 a.m.          Room 352, State Capitol 

 
The House Standing Committee on Appropriations was called to order by the Chairman, 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. 
 
The invocation was offered by Reverend Robert Dean, Superintendent of the Church of God in 
Christ and State Representative from the 75th District. 
 
Members present: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, 
Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, 
Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
 
Members absent/excused: Representative Bennett. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry made opening remarks to the committee regarding a Memorandum 
dated February 17, 2009 regarding the Schedule for Fiscal Year and the Budget process.  
 
Chairman Cushingberry placed SCR 22 before the committee for discussion only:  
 
A concurrent resolution to express support for the continuation of the Department of Agriculture 
as a distinct department within state government. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to SB 608:  
 
SB 608 Jelinek Appropriations; zero budget; supplemental appropriations; provide 

for fiscal year 2009-2010. 
 
Opening remarks to the bill were given by Vice-Chairman Hammel.  
 
Mark Wolf, Fiscal Analyst for the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized for questions on the 
bill. 
 
Lize Estlund Olson, Director of the Department of Energy, Labor, and Economic Growth Bureau 
of Workforce Transformation, and Andy Levin, Deputy Director of the Department of Energy, 
Labor, and Economic Growth were recognized.  
 
Representative Hammel moved to report SB 608 with recommendation.  
 
Representative Moss supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 29-0-0. 



FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Alma Smith, Spade, Switalski,  
Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, 
and  Rogers. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded with HB 5380.   
 
HB 5380 Lahti Natural resources; hunting; provision requiring natural resources 
commission to issue deer and elk feeding order; extend sunset 
 
Dan Echinger, Legislative Liaison for the Department of Natural Resources, and Dr. Dan Obrien, 
Veterinarian for the Department of Natural Resources Wildlife Division, were recognized for 
questions on the bill.  
 
A testimony card was submitted by Rebecca Park, representing Michigan Farm Bureau, in 
support of the bill not wishing to speak.  
 
Representative Lahti moved to adopt Substitute H-3 to HB 5380.  
 
Representative Espinoza supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 27-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Alma Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss,  
Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, and  Rogers. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Lahti moved to report HB 5380 as Substituted H-3 with recommendation.  
 
Representative Espinoza supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 23-4-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Alma Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, Booher, 
Caul, Genetski, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, and  Rogers. 
NAYS:Representatives Moss, Agema, Green and Haines. 
PASS: None. 
 



Chairman Cushingberry proceeded with HB 5394:  
 
HB 5394 Jackson Appropriations; supplemental; multidepartment supplemental for 

2009-2010; provide for. 
 
Opening remarks to the bill were given by Representative Jackson. 
 
Bob Schneider and Margaret Alston, House Fiscal Agency Senior Analysts, were recognized for 
questions on the bill.  
 
Representative Jackson moved to adopt substitute H-2 to HB 5394.  
 
Representative Tlaib supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 17-12-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller,  Alma Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib.  
NAYS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand,  
Lori, Proos, Rogers, and Schuitmaker. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Jackson moved to report HB 5394 as Substituted H-2 with recommendation.  
 
Representative Tlaib supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 17-10-2. 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell,  Miller, Alma Smith, Spade, Switalski and Tlaib.  
NAYS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Hanines, Hildenbrand, 
Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
PASS:Representatives Lori and Proos. 
 
12:15 p.m. the committee stood at ease  
 
3:10 p.m. the committee reconvened  
 
Chairman Cushingberry provided remarks to the committee.  
 
Chairman Cushingberry placed HB 4288 before the committee:  
 
HB 4288 Espinoza Appropriations; zero budget; department of agriculture; provide for 

fiscal year 2009-2010. 
 



Representative Espinoza was recognized for opening remarks to the bill. 
 
Kyle Jen, Associate Director of the House Fiscal Agency, and Bill Hamilton, Senior Fiscal 
Analyst, were recognized.   
 
Amy Atkin, Budget Officer for the Department of Agriculture, was recognized for further 
questions on the bill. 
 
Representative Espinoza moved to adopt Substitute H-1 Draft 1 to HB 4288.  
 
Representative Durhal supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 28-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gregory, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Alma Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss,  
Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski,  Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers,  
Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Genetski offered the following amendment to HB 4288 Substitute H-1 Draft 1:  
 
1.  Amend page 7, following line 18, by inserting:  
“DEPARTMENT OF STATE POLICE 
Sec. 901.  School bus inspection certificate stickers issued by the department of state police 
under the school bus inspection program in 2009 from funds appropriated to the department of 
state police are effective through  September 30, 2010.”.  
 
Representative Genetski moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
Representative Lahti supported the motion.  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 29-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Alma Smith, Spade, Switalski,  
Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, 
Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Espinoza moved to report HB 4288 Substitute H-1 Draft 1 as amended, as 
substitute H-1with recommendation. 



Representative Lahti supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 29-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Alma Smith, Spade, Switalski,  
Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, 
Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, seeing no objection the committee meeting 
adjourned the time being 3:25 p.m. 
 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. Chair_______________________________ 
Darlene Moore, Committee Clerk, (517) 373-2994  
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