
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON 

APPROPRIATIONS   
 

Wednesday, May 20, 2009                        11:00 a.m.          Room 352, State Capitol 
 
The House Standing Committee on Appropriations was called to order by the Chair, Representative 
George Cushingberry, Jr. 
 
The invocation was offered by Reverend Robert Dean, Superientendent of the Church of God in 
Christ. 
 
Members present: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, 
Durhal, Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, 
Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, 
Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
 
Members absent: None. 
 
Opening remarks were made by Chairman Cushingberry. 
 
Representative Espinoza moved to adopt the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, May 13, 
2009. Representative Lahti supported the motion. Without objection the motion prevailed.  
 
The following individuals testified before the committee regarding ideas/recommendations for 
resolving the budget deficit:  
 
Kenneth M. Braun, representing the Mackinac Center for Public Policy, testified and submitted 
testimony. 
 
Jim Holcomb, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, provided spoken and written 
testimony.  
 
Gretchen Couraud, representing the Michigan Library Association, testified and submitted written 
testimony. 
 
Randy Block representing the Detroit Wayne County Long Term Care Connection testified. 
 
The committee stood in recess at 1:20 p.m.  
 
The committee reconvened at 3:05 p.m.  
 
Chairman Cushingberry placed before the committee HB 4308:  
 
HB 4308 (Cushingberry) Appropriations; zero budget; supplemental appropriations; provide for 
fiscal year 2008-2009. 
The Chairman recognized Kyle Jen and Mark Wolf, House Fiscal Agency Analysts, for explanation 
of the bill.  
 



Representative Hammel moved to adopt a substitute (H-2) Draft 1 to HB 4308. 
 
Representative Spade supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 27-0-4. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Members present: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, 
Durhal, Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, 
Switalski, Tlaib, Agema, Booher, Caul, Green, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: Representatives, Moss, Genetski, Haines and Rogers. 
 
Representative Spade offered the following amendments to HB 4308 (H-2)  Draft 1:  
 
 1. Amend page 4, following line 15, by inserting: 
 "Sec. 104.  DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
(1) APPROPRIATION SUMMARY 
GROSS APPROPRIATION ......................................................................................   $ 500,000 
  Interdepartmental grant revenues: 
Total interdepartmental grants and interdepartmental transfers 
       $  0 
ADJUSTED GROSS APPROPRIATION    ............................................................$ 500,000 
    Appropriated from: 
  Federal revenues: 
Total federal revenues ................................................................................................ 500,000 
  Special revenue funds: 
Total local revenues ...................................................................................................  0 
Total private revenues ................................................................................................ 0 
Total other state restricted revenues ........................................................................... 0 
State general fund/general purpose ..........................................................................$ 0 
 
(2) ADULT AND FAMILY SERVICES 
Crisis prevention and elder law of Michigan food for the elderly project .................   $ 300,000 
GROSS APPROPRIATION    ................................................................................ $ 300,000 
    Appropriated from: 
  Federal revenues: 
Food assistance administration (ARRA) .................................................................... 300,000 
State general fund/general purpose ............................................................................ $     0 
 
(3) PUBLIC ASSISTANCE 
Food bank funding .....................................................................................................   $ 200,000 
GROSS APPROPRIATION    ...................................................................................   $ 200,000 
    Appropriated from: 
  Federal revenues: 
Food assistance administration (ARRA) ....................................................................     200,000 
State general fund/general purpose ............................................................................ $         0" 
 
and by adjusting the subtotals, totals, and section 201 accordingly. 



 
 2. Amend page 6, following line 19, by inserting: 
"HUMAN SERVICES 
  Sec. 501.  The money appropriated in part 1 for crisis prevention and elder law of Michigan 
food for the elderly project shall be distributed to the Center for Civil Justice to enhance their 
outreach efforts aimed at increasing the participation of low-income families in the food assistance 
program. 
  Sec. 502.  The money appropriated in part 1 for food bank funding shall be distributed to the 
Food Bank Council of Michigan to assist Michigan food banks in collaborating with anti-hunger 
partners in outreach aimed at increasing the participation of low-income families in the food 
assistance program." 
 
Representative Tlaib supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 19-0-12. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Members present: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, 
Durhal, Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, 
Switalski, Tlaib. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, 
Proos, Rogers, and Schuitmaker. 
 
Representative Hammel moved to report HB 4308 substitute (H-2) Draft 1 as amended, as substitute 
(H-2), with recommendation. 
 
Representative Spade supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 18-0-12. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Members present: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, 
Durhal, Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski, 
Tlaib. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, 
Proos,  Rogers, and Schuitmaker 
 
There being no further business before the committee, seeing no objection the committee meeting 
adjourned the time being 3:25 p.m. 
 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. Chair_______________________________ 
Darlene Moore, Committee Clerk, (517) 373-2994  
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