
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON 

APPROPRIATIONS   
 

Wednesday, May 5, 2010                       11:00 a.m.          Room 352, State Capitol 
 
The House Standing Committee on Appropriations was called to order by the Chairman, 
Representative George Cushingberry. 
 
Invocation was given by Reverend Robert Dean, State Representative from the 75th District. 
 
Members present: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, 
Durhal, Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, 
Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers, 
Schuitmaker. 
 
Members absent: Representatives Jackson and Genetski.  
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to HB 5999:  
 
HB 5999 Haugh Crimes; explosives; Michigan fireworks safety act; create. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry recognized Rep. Haugh for opening remarks on the bill.  
 
Ronald Farr, State Fire Marshal, representing the Bureau of Fire Services, was recognized to 
testify before the committee. 
 
James Stajos, representing Big Fireworks, testified before the committee supporting the bill. 
 
Michael O’Brian, representing the Brighton Area Fire Department, testified before the 
committee.  
 
Representative Hammel moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5999. 
 
Representative Durhal supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 28-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Brown, Dean, Durhal,  
Espinoza, Gonzales, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, 
Agema, Booher, Caul, Green,  Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS:  None. 
PASS:  None.  



 
 
Representative Agema moved to amend HB 5999 (H-1) as follows: 
 
1.  Amend page 6, line 18, by striking the balance of the subsection and inserting:   
  
"(i) For each RSF, $2,500.00.   
(ii) For each tent, $100.00 
(iii) For each wholesaler, $2,500.00.". 
  
2.  Amend page 10, line 26 by striking all of subparagraph (iv).   
 
Representative Moss supported the motion. 
 
The motion failed by a vote of 10-17-1. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Green, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers 
and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Brown, Dean, Durhal,  
Espinoza, Gonzales, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib.  
PASS:  Representative Haines.  
 
Chairman Cushingberry recognized the following individuals to testify on the bills: 
 
Andy Webb, representing Captain Boom Fireworks, spoke opposing and submitted handout.  
Bill Dziurkiewicz, representing Bandit Aerial Productions, spoke opposing the legislation. 
Michael Hagy, representing Night Star Pyrotechnics LLC, spoke opposing the bills 
Will Kawaski, representing Will Kawski Assoc., was  present to answer questions 
Paul  Hufnagel, representing MPFFU, wishing to speak in support of the bills.  
Dominick Pallone, representing TNT Fireworks, opposing the bills 
Dennis Kudinger, representing Wolverine Fireworks, opposing the bills.  
 
The following individuals also submitted testimony cards:  
 
Dave Purchase, representing the Michigan Association of Fire Chiefs, submitted a testimony 
card not wishing to speak.  
Eric Rule, representing the Michigan Retailers Association, submitted a card opposing the bill.  
Ron Barstow, representing Cascade District DBA Ottawa Fireworks.  
Smantha Harkins, representing the Municipal League, submitted a testimony card not wishing to  
speak. 
Mike Gallagher, representing the Spartan Stores, submitted a card and not wishing to speak. 
 
Representative Hammel moved to report HB 5999 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
 
Representative Durhal supported the motion.  



The motion prevailed by a vote of 22-2-5. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, 
Moss, Booher, Lori, Proos. 
NAYS: Representatives Caul, Haines. 
PASS: Representatives Agema, Green, Hildenbrand, Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to House Bill 6000: 
 
HB 6000 Kandrevas Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines 

for Michigan fireworks safety act violations; enact. 
 
Representative Hammel moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 6000. 
 
Representative Durhal supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 26-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Brown, Dean, Durhal,  
Espinoza, Gonzales, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, 
Booher, Caul, Green, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos,  Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS:  None. 
PASS:  Representative Haines.  
 
Representative Hammel moved to report HB 6000 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
 
Representative Durhal supported the motion.  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 25-2-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, 
Agema, Booher, Green, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, and Rogers. 
NAYS: Representatives Caul, Haines. 
PASS: Representative Schuitmaker. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to SCR 19:  
 
SCR 19 (Kahn) A concurrent resolution approving the conveyance of property to 

the State Building Authority and approving a lease among the State 
of Michigan, the State Building Authority, and the Board of 
Control of Saginaw Valley State University relative to the Saginaw 



Valley State University Health Sciences Facility. 
 
 
Chairman Cushingberry recognized Dave Biswas from Senator Kahn’s Office in support of the  
bill. 
 
Representative  Brown moved to report SCR 19 with recommendation.  
 
Representative Espinoza supported the motion.  
  
The motion prevailed by a vote of 29-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, 
Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Green, Haines, Hildebrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the committee meeting adjourned the time 
being 1:30 p.m. 
 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. Chair_______________________________ 
Darlene Moore, Committee Clerk, (517) 373-2994  
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