
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON 

APPROPRIATIONS   
 

Wednesday,  March 25, 2009                        9:00 a.m.          Room 352, State Capitol 
 
The Joint Meeting of the House Appropriations and House Tax Policy was called to order by  
Chairman, Representative George Cushingberry, Jr.  
 
The invocation was offered by Reverend Robert Dean, Superientendent of the Church of God in 
Christ. 
 
The Chairman recognized the Tax Policy, Chair, Representative Kate Ebli for opening remarks 
and attendance: 
 
Members Present: Reps. Ebli, Melton, Barnett, Coulouris, Robert Jones, Kandrevas, Lipton, 
Mayes, Slezak, Warren, Calley, Kowall, Lund, Meltzer, Stamas, Walsh.  
Member Absent: Rep. Meekhof. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry recognized Gary Olson, Director of the Senate Fiscal Agency  and State 
Treasurer Robert J. Kleine to join in part for tribute to former Chairman of the House Taxation 
Committee, George Montgomery. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry recognized State Treasurer Robert J. Kleine for an update on revenues, 
tax cuts, and spending. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry recognized Mitch Bean for a presentation on the Stimulus Package.  
 
Richard McLellan, Special Counsel, was recognized for a presentation on Strengthening the 
Legislative Branch and to answer questions of the members. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry excused The House Tax Policy Committee at 9:45 a.m.  
 
Chairman called for the attendance of the Appropriations Committee. 
 
Members present: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, 
Durhal, Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, 
Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, 
Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
 
Members absent/excused: None. 
 
Representative Hammel  moved to approve the minutes of the meetings held on February 12, and 
March 18, 2009. Representative Moss supported the motion. Without objection the motion 
prevailed by unanimous consent.  
 



Further discussion on the presentation by Special Counsel, Richard McLellan continued.  
 
Bill Fairgrieve, Deputy Director of the House Fiscal Agency, was called to the table to answer 
questions on Health Issues and Insurance.  
 
Bob Schneider and Mark Wolf., Analysts from the House Fiscal Agency, answered questions.   
 
Chairman Cushingberry recognized the Auditor General Office Deputy, Scott Strong, and Robert 
Ortwein, State Relations Officer for a presentation.  
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to SCR 5:  
 
SCR 5 (Van Woerkom) A concurrent resolution approving the conveyance of property to 
the State Building Authority and approving a lease among the State of Michigan, the State 
Building Authority, and Muskegon Community College relative to the Muskegon Community 
College Student Services One-Stop Center. 
 
Robin Risko, Analyst from the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized to answer questions.  
 
Representative  Lahti moved to report SCR 5 with recommendation. 
 
Representative Hammel supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 26-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Espinoza,  
Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, 
Genetski, Green, Haines, Lori, Proos, Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS:  None.  
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to HB 4258.  
 
HB 4258 (Cushingberry) Appropriations; supplemental; multidepartment 
supplemental for certain fiscal years; provide for. 
 
Chairman allowed for discussion on the bill recognizing the following individuals to answer 
questions.  
 
Mitch Bean, Director of the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized for explanation along with 
House Fiscal Agency Staff, Kyle Jen, Jan Wisniewski, Sue Frey, Mary Ann Cleary, Bethany 
Wicksall, Kirk Lindquist, House Fiscal Staff Analysts were recognized to answer further 
questions. 
 
Lynn Owen, State Budget Office, Legislative Liaison was recognized to speak on the bill. 



 
12:50 p.m.Chairman Cushingberry stood  the committee at ease.  
 
3:40 p.m. the Chair reconvened the committee.  
 
The Chairman returned to further consideration of the Supplemental Appropriations Bill  HB 
4258.  
 
Chairman introduced Mary Ann Vandermark, Executive Director of the Human Development 
Commission, to speak before the committee.  
 
Deputy State Budget Director, Nancy Duncan was recognized. 
 
Representative Hammel moved to adopt a substitute (H-1) to HB 4258. 
 
Representative Bennett supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 29-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski, Moss, 
Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Moss moved to amend HB 4258 (H-1) as follows:  
 
1.  Amend page 17, after line 18, by inserting:  
“Sec. 206.  Funds appropriated in part 1 used to increase a pre-existing program’s base funding 
shall only be used as long as the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds are 
available. When ARRA funds are no longer available, the programmatic funding shall not 
exceed the enacted FY09 levels.”.  
 
Representative Booher supported the motion. 
 
The motion failed by a vote of 12-18-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, 
Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, 
Switalski. 
PASS: None. 
 



Representative Caul moved to amend HB 4258 (H-1) as follows:  
 
1.  Amend page 17, after line 18, by inserting:  
“Sec. 206.  It is the intent of the legislature that any currently obligated General Fund/General 
Purpose dollars which are freed up through the use of federal funds from the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act may not be reappropriated but shall instead be carried forward within the 
General Fund through Fiscal Year 2011.”. 
 
Representative Moss supported the motion. 
 
The motion failed by a vote of 12-18-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, 
Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, 
Switalski. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Schuitmaker moved to amend HB 4258 (H-1) as follows:  
 
1.  Amend page 17, after line 18, by inserting:  
“Sec. 206.  From the funds appropriated in part 1, the departments receiving federal funds from 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act shall develop, post, and maintain, a user friendly 
and publicly accessible internet site, to clearly illustrate all expenditures of federal stimulus 
funds made by the agency.  The posting must include the purpose for which each expenditure 
was made as well as the criteria used to distribute funding.”. 
 
Representative Moss supported the motion. 
 
The motion failed by a vote of 12-16-2. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, 
Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller,  Switalski. 
PASS: Representatives Smith and Spade. 
 
Representative Booher moved to amend HB 4258 (H-1) as follows:  
 
1.  Amend page 17, after line 18, by inserting:  
“Sec. 206.  (1)  The appropriations made and expenditures authorized under this act shall not be 
distributed by departments, commissions, boards, offices, or programs until a clear criterion for 
the distribution of funds is made available to the Legislature and general public.   



(2) For those funds which will be competitively granted, agencies distributing those funds 
appropriated in part 1 shall consider geographic distribution before grants are awarded and shall 
ensure that no community will receive no more than 10% of those funds appropriated through 
competitive grants.”.  
 
Representative Moss supported the motion. 
 
The motion failed by a vote of 12-18-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, 
Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, 
Switalski. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Agema moved to amend HB 4258 (H-1) as follows:  
 
1.  Amend page 17, after line 18, by inserting:  
“Sec. 206.   Funds appropriated in part 1 shall not be distributed, transferred, or subcontracted to 
non-state agencies that conduct in political organizing activities.”. 
 
Representative Moss supported the motion. 
 
The motion failed by a vote of 12-18-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, 
Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, 
Switalski. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Hammel moved to report HB 4258 with recommendation as substituted H-1. 
 
Representative Bennett supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 18-1-11. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, 
Switalski.   
NAYS: Representative Green. 



PASS:  Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, 
Proos, Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
None.  
 
There being no further business before the committee, seeing no objection the Chair adjourned 
the meeting the time being 4:55 p.m. 
 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. Chair_______________________________ 
Darlene Moore, Committee Clerk, (517) 373-2994  
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