
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON 

APPROPRIATIONS   
 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010                        9:30 a.m.          Room 352, State Capitol 
 
The House Standing Committee on Appropriations was called to order by the Chair, 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. 
 
The invocation was offered by Reverend Robert Dean, State Representative from the 75th 
District and Superientendent of the Church of God in Christ. 
 
Members present: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, 
Durhal, Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, 
Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, 
Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
 
Members absent: None.  
 
Representative Jackson moved to adopt the minutes of the meetings held on Wednesday, March 10, 
2010 and Thursday, March 11, 2010. Representative Dean supported the motion. Without objection 
the minutes were adopted.  
 
Chairman Cushingberry made opening remarks. 
 
The Chairman proceeded to House Bill 5538 and House Bill 5539: 
 
HB 5538 Cushingberry Criminal procedure; bail; additional fee when posting bail; impose, 

and direct revenue to indigent counsel defense.  
 
HB 5539 Cushingberry State financing and management; funds; indigent defense counsel 

fund; create, and provide for distribution of revenue. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry recognized the following individuals to testify on the bills. 
 
Jean Doss representing Campaign for Justice supporting the bills. 
Jeff Kirkpatrick representing Universal Fire and Casualty Insurance opposing the bills. 
Tom Hickson not wishing to speak supporting the legislation. 
Matt Maddock submitted testimony opposing House Bill 5538.  
 
The bills were discussed only. 
 
 
 
 



 
The Chairman proceeded to House Bills Nos. 5830: 
 
HB 5830 Hammel Liens; construction; homeowner construction lien recovery fund; 

abolish, and repeal provisions relating to administration and 
funding of and disbursements from the fund. 

 
Chairman Cushingberry recognized Representative Hammel for opening remarks to the bill.  
 
Mark Wolf, House Fiscal Agency Analyst, was recognized for further questions on the bill. 
 
Testimony on the bills was taken from the following individuals:  
Lyn Briggs, representing the Detroit Chapter SMACNA. 
Lee Schwartz, representing the Michigan Home Builders Association, in support of the bills. 
Al Shefkey, Bureau Director for the Department of Energy, Labor and Economic Growth was 
recognized.  
Rick Sealy, representing the Michigan Lumber and Building Materials Association, opposing the 
bills. 
 
Representative Hammel moved to adopt a substitute (H-1) to HB 5830. 
 
Representative Smith supported the motion.  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 29-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller,  Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, 
Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers and 
Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS:  None.  
 
Representative Hammel moved to report HB 5830 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
 
Representative McDowell supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 27-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, 
Agema, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Lori, Proos, Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS:  Representatives Booher and Hildenbrand.  
 



The Chairman proceeded to HB 5831: 
 
HB 5831 Durhal Liens; construction; electrical administrative act; revise to reflect 

abolition of homeowner construction lien recovery fund. 
 
Representative Hammel moved to report HB 5831 with recommendation. 
 
Representative Durhal supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 27-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, 
Agema, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Lori, Proos, Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS:  Representatives Booher and Hildenbrand.  
 
The Chairman proceeded to HB 5832: 
 
HB 5832 Durhal Liens; construction; Forbes mechanical contractors act; revise to 

reflect abolition of homeowner construction lien recovery fund. 
 
Representative Hammel moved to report HB 5832 with recommendation. 
 
Representative Durhal supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 27-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, 
Agema, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Lori, Proos, Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS:  Representatives Booher and Hildenbrand.  
 
The Chairman proceeded to HB 5833: 
 
HB 5833 Durhal Liens; construction; state plumbing act; revise to reflect abolition 

of homeowner construction lien recovery fund. 
 
Representative Hammel moved to report HB 5833 with recommendation. 
 
Representative Durhal supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 27-0-2. 



 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, 
Agema, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Lori, Proos, Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS:  Representatives Booher and Hildenbrand.  
 
Chairman proceeded to HB 5834: 
 
HB 5834 Durhal Liens; construction; occupational code; revise to reflect abolition 

of homeowner construction lien recovery fund. 
 
Representative Hammel moved to report HB 5834 with recommendation. 
 
Representative Durhal supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 28-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Spade, Switalski, 
Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Lori, Proos, Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS:  Representatives Booher and Hildenbrand.  
 
Chairman proceeded to HB 5835: 
 
HB 5835 Hammel Liens; construction; sentencing guidelines; revise to reflect 

abolition of homeowner construction lien recovery fund. 
 
Representative Durhal moved to report HB 5835 with recommendation. 
 
Representative Hammel supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 28-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Spade, Switalski, 
Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Lori, Proos, Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS:  Representatives Booher and Hildenbrand.  
 
Chairman proceeded to House Bill 5880:  
 



HB 5880 Durhal Appropriations; general government; general government; provide 
for fiscal year 2010-2011. 

 
Representative Durhal was recognized for opening remarks to the bill. 
  
Robin Risko, Senior House Fiscal Agency Analyst, and Jim Stansell, House Fiscal Agency 
Economist, were recognized for overview and questions. 
 
Testimony was allowed on the bill from the following individuals:  
 
Tom Hickson, representing the Michigan Association of Counties. 
Andy Schoor, representing the Michigan Municipal League, opposing the bill. 
Mayor Karen Majewski, representing the City of Hamtramck. 
Jenifer Goulet, President of Art Serve Michigan.  
David Bertram representing the Michigan Townships Association. 
 
12:10 p.m. The committee recessed.  
 
1:10 p.m. The committee reconvened then recessed at the call of the Chair.  
 
3:20 p.m.  The committee reconvened.  
 
Chairman Cushingberry returned to House Bill 5880:  
 
HB 5880 Durhal Appropriations; general government; general government; provide 

for fiscal year 2010-2011.  
 
Testimony cards were also submitted by the following: 
Tom Hickson, representing the Michigan Association of Counties. 
Tim Ward, representing the Michigan Owners and Breeders Association.  
Mike Frederick, representing the Horsemens Benevolent and Protective Association. 
Kevin McKinney, representing Great Lakes Quarter Horse Association. 
Mickey Knight of Knight Consulting, representing Michigan Harness Horseman. 
 
Representative Durhal moved to adopt a substitute H-1 Draft 1 to HB 5880. 
 
Representative Hammel supported the motion. 
 
The motion failed by a vote of 1-1-19. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representative Miller. 
NAYS: Representative Alma Smith. 
PASS: Representatives Cushingberry, Bauer, Bennett, Dean, Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, 
Jackson, LleBlanc, McDowell, Spade, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Lori, Rogers, and 
Schuitmaker. 



 
There being no further business before the committee, seeing no objection the committee 
meeting adjourned the time being 3:30 p.m. 
 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. Chair_______________________________ 
Darlene Moore, Committee Clerk, (517) 373-2994  
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