
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
APPROPRIATIONS   

 
Wednesday, March 10, 2010                        11:00 a.m.          Room 352, State Capitol 

 
The House Standing Committee on Appropriations was called to order by the Chair, 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. 
 
The invocation was offered by Reverend Robert Dean, Superientendent of the Church of God in 
Christ and State Representative from the 75th District. 
 
Members present: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, 
Durhal, Espinoza, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, 
Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, 
Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
 
Members absent: Representative Gonzales. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry provided opening remarks. 
 
Chairman placed Senate Bills 1131 and 1132 before the committee:  
 
SB 1131 Van Woerkom Agriculture; products; certain license fees for milk producers and 

processors; revise and clarify. 
 
SB 1132 Van Woerkom Agriculture; products; dairy inspection assessment fees; establish. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry recognized Representative Espinoza for an overview of the bills.  
 
Bill Hamilton, Senior Fiscal Analyst from the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized to answer  
questions. 
 
Gary Trimner, representing the Michigan Milk Producers Association, was recognized to speak 
in support of the bills.  
 
Amy Epkey and Sue Esser, representing the Michigan Department of Agriculture, were in 
support of the bills and available for comments and questions.  
 
Charles Courtade, representing the Dairy Farmers of America and National Farmers 
Organization, was recognized in support of the bills. 
 
 
 
 



 
Matt Smego, representing Michigan Farm Bureau, submitted a testimony card in support of the 
bills not wishing to speak.  
 
Brad Comment, representing the Michigan Dairy Food Association, submitted a testimony card 
in support of the bills but not wishing to speak.  
 
Bill McMaster, State Chairman, representing Taxpayers United Michigan Foundation, was 
recognized as opposing the bills.  
 
Representative Espinoza moved to report Senate Bill 1131 with recommendation.  
 
Representative McDowell supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed 19-9-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Brown, Dean, Durhal,  
Espinoza, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski,  
Tlaib, Lori.  
NAYS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Haines, Hildenbrand, 
Proos, Rogers. 
PASS: Representative Green. 
 
Representative Espinoza moved to report Senate Bill 1132 with recommendation.  
 
Representative McDowell supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed 19-9-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Brown, Dean, Durhal,  
Espinoza, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski,  
Tlaib, Lori.  
NAYS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Haines, Hildenbrand, 
Proos, Rogers. 
PASS: Representative Green. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded with the Legislative Transfer for the Department of Treasury  
(State Budget Letter dated 3/1/10). 
 
Margaret Alston, House Fiscal Senior Analyst and Transfer Coordinator, was recognized.    
 
Representative Durhal was recognized for an overview of the transfer.  
 
Ben Gielczyk, Analyst from the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized.  



 
Representative Durhal moved to adopt the transfer package for the Department of Treasury. 
 
Representative Dean supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 29-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, 
Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, and Rogers. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Bauer moved to adopt the minutes of the meetings held on Wednesday, March 3, 
2010 and Thursday, March 4, 2010. Representative Jackson supported the motion. Without objection 
the minutes were adopted.  
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to HB 5405:  
 
HB 5405 Cushingberry Appropriations; supplemental; multidepartment supplemental for 

2009-2010; provide for. 
 
The Chairman recognized Representative Brown for opening remarks to the bill.  
 
Kyle Jen, Associate Director of the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized for questions on the 
bill.  
 
Viola Wild, Senior Fiscal Analyst, was recognized for further questions on the bill. 
 
Representative Durhal moved to adopt Substitute (H-1) Draft 2 to HB 5405.  
 
Representative Dean supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 28-0-0.   
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bennett. Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, 
Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, and Rogers. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Durhal moved to report House Bill 5405 with recommendation as substitute (H-
1) Draft 2 as substituted (H-1).  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 29-0-0. 



FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bennett, Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gregory, Jackson,  Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, 
Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers 
and Schuitmaker.. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, seeing no objection Chairman 
Cushingberry adjourned the committee meeting the time being  12:15 p.m. 
 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. Chair_______________________________ 
Darlene Moore, Committee Clerk, (517) 373-2994  
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