
Page 1 of 1 Bill Analysis @ www.senate.michigan.gov/sfa sb84/0708 

GOLD STAR MOTHERS MEM. HWY S.B. 84 (S-1):  FIRST ANALYSIS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Senate Bill 84 (Substitute S-1 as passed by the Senate) 
Sponsor:  Senator Michelle A. McManus 
Committee:  Transportation 
 
Date Completed:  7-3-07 
 
RATIONALE 
 
American Gold Star Mothers, Inc., 
established in 1928, is a group of women 
whose sons and daughters died while 
serving in the U.S. Armed Forces.  In order 
to honor their children, members of the 
organization work with and support other 
veterans' organizations, volunteer at 
veterans' hospitals, and support the mothers 
of veterans who died while serving. 
 
Since portions of highways throughout the 
State are named in honor of particular 
individuals and groups, including veterans, it 
has been suggested that the portion of M-55 
between Manistee and Cadillac be named in 
recognition of the sacrifices of the mothers 
and the service of their children. 
 
CONTENT 
 
The bill would amend the Michigan Memorial 
Highway Act to name Highway M-55, from 
its beginning point in Manistee County 
continuing east to its intersection with M-
115 in Wexford County, as the "Gold Star 
Mothers Memorial Highway". 
 
Proposed MCL 250.2068 
 
ARGUMENTS 
 
(Please note:  The arguments contained in this 
analysis originate from sources outside the Senate 
Fiscal Agency.  The Senate Fiscal Agency neither 
supports nor opposes legislation.) 
 
Supporting Argument 
A portion of M-55 should be named the 
"Gold Star Mothers Memorial Highway" to 
honor the Gold Star Mothers.  According to 
its website, the organization assists veterans 
and their dependents in the presentation of 

claims to the Veterans' Administration, 
works to perpetuate the memory of those 
whose lives have been sacrificed in U.S. 
wars, assists all Gold Star Mothers and their 
descendents, and promotes peace and good 
will for the United States and all other 
nations.  The memorial highway would be an 
acknowledgement of their work and 
sacrifices and would be a way to show 
appreciation for the service of their children.  
According to Senate Transportation 
Committee testimony, the 11 ladies 
auxiliaries of veterans' posts in the vicinity 
of the highway have pledged to pay for signs 
and their installation. 
 

Legislative Analyst:  Craig Laurie  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
The bill would have no fiscal impact on State 
or local government. 
 

Fiscal Analyst:  Debra Hollon 
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