HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION Z

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION Z

July 26, 2006, Introduced by Rep. Ward and referred to the Committee on House Oversight,
Elections, and Ethics.

A joint resolution proposing an anendnent to the state
constitution of 1963, by anending section 2 of article X, to
provi de that a constitutional anendnent proposed by petition be
approved by a majority of electors at two successive genera
el ecti ons before becom ng part of the constitution.

Resol ved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
state of Mchigan, That the foll ow ng anmendnent to the state
constitution of 1963, to provide that a constitutional anendnent
proposed by petition be approved by a majority of electors at two
successi ve general elections before becom ng part of the
constitution, is proposed, agreed to, and submitted to the people

of the state:
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ARTI CLE XI |

Sec. 2. Anendnents nay be proposed to this constitution by
petition of the registered electors of this state. Every petition
shall include the full text of the proposed anmendnent, and be
signed by registered electors of the— TH S state equal in nunber
to at least 10 percent of the total vote cast for all candi dates
for governor at the | ast preceding general election at which a
governor was el ected. —Sueh— THE petitions shall be filed with the
person authorized by law to receive the —same— PETITIONS at | east
120 days before the GENERAL el ection at which the proposed
anendnent is to be voted upon. -Ary—sueh— EVERY petition shall be
in the form and shall be signed and circulated in such nmanner, as
prescribed by law. The person authorized by law to receive —suech
THE petition shall upon its receipt determ ne, as provided by |aw,
the validity and sufficiency of the signatures on the petition, and
make an of ficial announcenent —thereef— OF THE VALID TY AND
SUFFI CI ENCY OF THE SI GNATURES ON THE PETI TION at | east 60 days
prior to the GENERAL el ection at which the proposed anendnent is to
be voted upon.

—Any— AN anendnent proposed by —sueh— petition shall be
submtted, not |ess than 120 days after it was filed, to the
el ectors at the next general election. —Sueh— THE proposed
anmendnent, existing provisions of the constitution —which— THAT
woul d be altered or abrogated —thereby— BY THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT,
and the question as it shall appear on the ballot shall be
published in full as provided by |aw. Copies of —sueh— THE

publication shall be posted in each polling place and furnished to
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news nedia as provided by | aw

The ballot to be used in —sueh— THE GENERAL el ecti on shal
contain a statenent of the purpose of the proposed amendment,
expressed in not nore than 100 words, exclusive of caption. —Sueh
THE st at enment of purpose and caption shall be prepared by the
person authorized by |aw, and shall consist of a true and inparti al
statenment of the purpose of the anmendnent in —sueh— | anguage as
shall create no prejudice for or against the proposed anendnent.

If the proposed anendnent is approved by a majority of the
el ectors voting on the question AT THE GENERAL ELECTI ON, THE
QUESTI ON SHALL BE RESUBM TTED TO A VOTE OF THE ELECTORS, IN THE
SAVE MANNER THAT THE QUESTI ON WAS ORI G NALLY SUBM TTED, AT THE NEXT
SUCCEEDI NG GENERAL ELECTI ON. THE QUESTI ON SHALL BE REPUBLI SHED I N
FULL I N THE SAME MANNER THAT THE ORI G NAL QUESTI ON WAS PUBLI SHED.
| F THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT |'S APPROVED AT THE NEXT SUCCEEDI NG
GENERAL ELECTION BY A MAJORITY OF THE ELECTORS VOTI NG ON THE
QUESTION, it shall become part of the constitution, and shal
abrogate or anend existing provisions of the constitution at the
end of 45 days after the date of the GENERAL el ection at which it
was FI NALLY approved. If two or nore amendnments THAT ARE FI NALLY
approved by the electors at the sane election conflict, that
anmendnent receiving the highest affirmative vote shall prevail.

Resol ved further, That the foregoing amendnment shall be
submtted to the people of the state at the next general election

in the manner provided by | aw
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