HOUSE BILL No. 6512
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HOUSE BILL No. 6512

September 14, 2006, Introduced by Rep. Elsenheimer and referred to the Committee on
House Oversight, Elections, and Ethics.

A bill to anend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chi gan el ection | aw, "
by amendi ng sections 471, 474, and 482 (MCL 168.471, 168.474, and
168. 482), section 471 as anended by 1999 PA 219 and section 482 as
anended by 1998 PA 142, and by addi ng sections 471a, 471c, and
471e.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 471. (1) —Petitiens— EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVI DED | N
SUBSECTI ON (2), PETITIONS under section 2 of article Xl of the
state constitution of 1963 proposing an anmendnent to the STATE
constitution OF 1963 shall be filed with the secretary of state —at

least—120daysbeforetheelectionat—which— NO LATER THAN OCTOBER
31 OF THE YEAR BEFORE THE YEAR t he proposed amendnent is to be
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vot ed upon.

(2) I'F AN ELECTRONI C FI LE OF SI GNATURES |'S SUBM TTED W TH THE
PETI TI ONS PROPOSI NG AN AMENDVMVENT TO THE STATE CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1963,
THE PETI TI ONS SHALL BE FI LED W TH THE SECRETARY OF STATE NO LATER
THAN DECEMBER 31 OF THE YEAR BEFORE THE YEAR THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT
I'S TO BE VOTED UPON.

(3) Initiative petitions under section 9 of article Il of the
state constitution of 1963 shall be filed with the secretary of
state at | east 160 days before the election at which the proposed
law is to be voted upon.

(4) Referendum petitions under section 9 of article Il of the
state constitution of 1963 shall be filed with the secretary of
state not nore than 90 days follow ng the final adjournnment of the
| egi sl ative session at which the law that is the subject of the
ref erendum was enact ed.

SEC. 471A. (1) BEFORE THE SUPPORTERS OF A PETI TI ON PROPCSI NG
AN AMENDMENT TO THE STATE CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1963 Cl RCULATE THE
PETI TI ON FOR SI GNATURES, THE SUPPORTERS OF THE PETI TI ON SHALL FILE
THE PROPOSED PETI TI ON LANGUAGE W TH THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

(2) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL FORWARD THE PROPOSED PETI TI ON
LANGUAGE TO ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) THE BOARD OF STATE CANVASSERS.

(B) THE STATE BUDGET DI RECTOR OR STATE TREASURER.

(C THE DI RECTOR OF THE SENATE FI SCAL AGENCY OR H' S OR HER
DESI GNEE.

(D) THE DI RECTOR OF THE HOUSE FI SCAL AGENCY OR HI' S OR HER
DESI GNEE.
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(3) WTHI N 45 DAYS AFTER A PETI TI ON PROPCSI NG AN AMVENDVENT TO
THE STATE CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1963 | S FI LED WTH THE SECRETARY OF
STATE, THE STATE BUDGET DI RECTOR OR STATE TREASURER, THE DI RECTOR
OF THE SENATE FI SCAL AGENCY, AND THE DI RECTOR CF THE HOUSE FI SCAL
AGENCY, OR THEI R RESPECTI VE DESI GNEES, SHALL PREPARE BOTH OF THE
FOLLOW NG

(A) A FISCAL | MPACT ANALYSI S OF THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT.

(B) A FISCAL | MPACT STATEMENT FCOR DESI GNATI ON ON THE PETI TI ON
N NOT MORE THAN 100 WORDS, EXCLUSI VE OF THE CAPTI ON, WH CH
I NCLUDES A FI SCAL | MPACT SUMVARY OF THE PROPOSED AMENDVENT.

(4) THE FI SCAL | MPACT ANALYSIS AND FI SCAL | MPACT STATEMENT
PREPARED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (3) SHALL BE FILED W TH THE SECRETARY OF
STATE AND THE BOARD OF STATE CANVASSERS.

(5) THE BOARD OF STATE CANVASSERS SHALL REVI EW AND APPROVE AS
TO FORM OR DI SAPPROVE THE PROPOSED PETI TI ON LANGUAGE W THI N 45 DAYS
OF RECEI VI NG THE FI SCAL | MPACT ANALYSI S AND FI SCAL | MPACT STATEMENT
AS PROVI DED I N SUBSECTI ON (4).

(6) THE SUPPORTERS OF A PETI TI ON PROPOSI NG AN AVENDVENT TO THE
STATE CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1963 SHALL NOT ClI RCULATE THE PETI TI ON FOR
SI GNATURES UNTI L THE PETI TI ON LANGUAGE HAS BEEN APPROVED AS TO FORM
BY THE BOARD OF STATE CANVASSERS.

SEC. 471C. (1) A PERSON WHO Cl RCULATES A PETI TI ON PROPGOSI NG AN
AMENDMENT TO THE STATE CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1963 SHALL WEAR A BADGE THAT
| DENTI FI ES THE PERSON AS EI THER A PAI D OR VOLUNTEER S| GNATURE
GATHERER

(2) A PERSON VWHO RECEI VES COVPENSATI ON TO Cl RCULATE A PETI TI ON
PROPCSI NG AN AMENDVENT TO THE STATE CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1963 SHALL WEAR
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A BADGE STATI NG " PAI D SI GNATURE GATHERER'.

(3) A PERSON VWHO DOES NOT RECEI VE COVPENSATI ON TO Cl RCULATE A
PETI TI ON PROPOSI NG AN AMENDMENT TO THE STATE CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1963
SHALL WEAR A BADCE STATI NG "VCOLUNTEER S| GNATURE GATHERER®.

(4) A BALLOT QUESTI ON COW TTEE SHALL NOT PAY A PERSON WHO
Cl RCULATES A PETI TI ON PROPCSI NG AN AMENDMVENT TO THE STATE
CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1963 | F THE AMOUNT OF PAYMENT | S DETERM NED ON THE
BASI S OF THE NUMBER OF PETI TI ON SI GNATURES COLLECTED. AS USED I N
THI'S SUBSECTI ON, "BALLOT QUESTI ON COW TTEE" MEANS A COW TTEE THAT
FI LES A STATEMENT OF ORGANI ZATI ON PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 24 OF THE
M CH GAN CAMPAI GN FI NANCE ACT, 1976 PA 388, MCL 169. 224, AND THAT
PROPCSES AN AMENDMENT TO THE STATE CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1963.

(5) A BALLOT QUESTI ON COW TTEE THAT VI OLATES SUBSECTI ON (4)
I'S SUBJECT TO A CVIL FINE OF NOT MORE THAN $1, 000. 00 FOR EACH
VI CLATI ON

SEC. 471E. (1) THE TREASURER OF A BALLOT QUESTI ON COWM TTEE
MAY W THDRAW A PETI TI ON PROPCSI NG AN AMENDMENT TO THE STATE
CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1963 BY FILING A WRI TTEN NOTI CE OF W THDRAWAL W TH
THE SECRETARY OF STATE OR HI'S OR HER AUTHORI ZED AGENT NOT' LESS THAN
65 DAYS BEFORE THE ELECTI ON AT WHI CH THE PROPCSED AMENDMENT IS TO
BE VOTED UPON

(2) AS USED IN TH S SECTI ON, "TREASURER OF A BALLOT QUESTI ON
COW TTEE" MEANS THE PERSON NAMED AS TREASURER ON THE COWMM TTEE' S
STATEMENT OF ORGANI ZATI ON FI LED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 24 OF THE
M CH GAN CAMPAI GN FI NANCE ACT, 1976 PA 388, MCL 169. 224.

Sec. 474. (1) —\Aherever—the phrases— AS USED IN SECTION 9 OF
ARTICLE Il OR SECTION 2 OF ARTICLE XI'l OF THE STATE CONSTI TUTI ON OF
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1963, "the state officer authorized by |aw' or "the person
authorized by | aw' —areusedin-section 9 of article 2 orsection
2—of—artiele 12 of the constitutionof this state—sueh phrases
shaH—rean—andhave reference—to— MEANS the board of state
canvassers. —ahd—sueh—beard— THE BOARD OF STATE CANVASSERS shal
exercise the duties prescribed in —sueh— THOSE constituti ona
provi si ons. —Fhe—preparing—of

(2) EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVI DED I N SUBSECTI ON (3), THE STATE
DI RECTOR OF ELECTI ONS SHALL PREPARE a statenent of the purpose of
any —sdueh— proposed anmendnment or question to be designated on the
bal l ots for submission to the electors in not nore than 100 words,
excl usive of the caption, which —said-staterent— shall consist of a
true and inpartial statenent of the purpose of the amendnment or

guestion in —sueh— | anguage —as—shal—ecreate— THAT CREATES no

prejudi ce for or agai nst —sueh— THE proposal. —shall—be theduty—of
I i F ol , kot | of the | | of

ceahvVasSSers—

(3) WTHI N 45 DAYS OF THE DATE THE FI SCAL | MPACT ANALYSI S AND
FI SCAL | MPACT STATEMENT ARE FI LED W TH THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND
THE BOARD OF STATE CANVASSERS PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 471A, THE STATE
DI RECTOR OF ELECTI ONS SHALL PREPARE, AND THE BOARD OF STATE
CANVASSERS SHALL APPROVE, A STATEMENT OF THE PURPOCSE OF A PROPOSED
AMENDMENT TO THE STATE CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1963 TO BE DESI GNATED ON THE
PETI TI ON AND BALLOT I N NOT MORE THAN 100 WORDS, EXCLUSI VE OF THE
CAPTI ON, WH CH SHALL CONSI ST OF A TRUE AND | MPARTI AL STATEMENT OF
THE PURPOSE OF THE PROPCSED AMENDMENT | N LANGUAGE THAT CREATES NO
PREJUDI CE FOR OR AGAI NST THE PROPOSED AMENDMVENT.
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Sec. 482. (1) Each petition SHEET under this section shall be
8-1/2 inches by 14 inches in size.

(2) If the —easure— PROPCSAL to be submtted —propoeses— IS a
constitutional anmendnent, initiation of |egislation, or referendum
of legislation, the heading of each part of the petition shall be
prepared in the followwng formand printed in capital letters in
14- poi nt bol df aced type:

I NI TI ATI VE PETI TI ON
AVENDMVENT TO THE CONSTI TUTI ON
OoR
I NI TI ATI ON OF LEQ SLATI ON
OR
REFERENDUM OF LEQ SLATI ON
PROPCSED BY | NI TI ATI VE PETI TI ON

(3) The full text of the —arendrent—so—proposed— PROPOSAL
shall follow and be printed in 8-point type. IN ADD TION, THE
FI SCAL | MPACT STATEMENT PREPARED UNDER SECTI ON 471A AND THE
STATEMENT OF THE PURPOSE OF THE AMENDMVENT PREPARED UNDER SECTI ON
474 SHALL APPEAR BENEATH THE PETI TI ON HEADI NG ON EACH PETI TI ON
PROPCOSI NG AN AMENDMVENT TO THE STATE CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1963. If the
proposal would alter or abrogate an existing provision of the
constitution, the petition shall so state and the provisions to be
altered or abrogated shall be inserted, preceded by the words:

"Provisions of existing constitution altered or abrogated by
the proposal if adopted.™

(4) The follow ng statenment shall appear beneath the petition

headi ng:
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"We, the undersigned qualified and registered el ectors,
residents in the
city
township (strike 1) of .......... in the county of .......... ,
state of M chigan, respectively petition for (anendnent to
constitution) (initiation of legislation) (referendum of
| egi sl ation) (other appropriate description).".

(5) The follow ng warning shall be printed in 12-point type
i mredi atel y above the place for signatures, on each part of the
petition:

WARNI NG

A person who knowi ngly signs this petition nore than once,
signs a nanme other than his or her own, signs when not a qualified
and registered elector, or sets opposite his or her signature on a
petition, a date other than the actual date the signature was
affixed, is violating the provisions of the M chigan election | aw.

(6) The remai nder of the petition formshall be as provided
following the warning to electors signing the petition in section
544c(1). In addition, the petition shall conply with the

requi renents of section 544c(2).
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