HOUSE BILL No. 5031

July 12, 2001, Introduced by Reps. Gosselin, Bradstreet and Drolet and referred to the Committee on
Redistricting and Elections.

A bill to anmend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chigan election | aw, "
by anmendi ng sections 2, 3, 322, 348, 382, 631, and 646a
(MCL 168.2, 168.3, 168.322, 168.348, 168.382, 168.631, and
168. 646a), section 2 as anended by 1999 PA 216, section 322 as
anmended by 1999 PA 218, and section 646a as amended by 1990 PA 7,
and by adding section 642; and to repeal acts and parts of acts.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
Sec. 2. As used in this act, —fa—Bustness— " BUSI NESS

day" or "secul ar day" neans a day that is not a Saturday, Sunday,

or |l egal holiday.
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Sec. 3. —Fhetermgeneralt— AS USED IN THI S ACT:

(A) "BIENNI AL SPRI NG ELECTI ON', "SPRI NG ELECTI ON', OR OTHER
SIMLAR TERM AS USED IN CI TY OR VI LLAGE CHARTERS UNLESS OTHER-
W SE DEFI NED | N THE CHARTER, MEANS THE LOCAL ELECTI ON TO BE HELD
ON THE FI RST TUESDAY OF APRIL I N EACH ODD NUMBERED YEAR

(B) "ELECTI ON' MEANS A GENERAL, SPECI AL, OR PRI MARY ELECTI ON
AT WHI CH THE ELECTORS OF THI S STATE OR OF A SUBDIVISION OF TH' S
STATE CHOOSE OR NOM NATE BY BALLOT PUBLI C OFFI Cl ALS OR DECI DE A
PUBLI C QUESTI ON LAWFULLY SUBM TTED TO THEM

(C "GENERAL ELECTI ON' MEANS THE GENERAL NOVEMBER ELECTI ON

(D) "GENERAL Novenber el ection" —as—used—+nthis—atct
shatH—mrearn— MEANS the el ection provided to be held in the state
on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of Novenber in
—evetry— EACH even nunbered year.

(E) "ODD YEAR GENERAL ELECTI ON' MEANS THE ELECTI ON HELD ON
THE FI RST TUESDAY AFTER THE FI RST MONDAY OF NOVEMBER | N EACH ODD
NUVBERED YEAR

(F) "PRI MARY" OR "PRI MARY ELECTI ON' MEANS A PRI MARY ELECTI ON
HELD FOR THE PURPOSE OF DECI DI NG BY BALLOT WHO SHALL BE THE NOM -
NEES FOR THE OFFI CES NAMED IN THI S ACT OR FOR THE ELECTI ON BY
BALLOT OF DELEGATES TO POLI TI CAL CONVENTI ONS

(G "SPECI AL ELECTI ON' MEANS AN ELECTI ON, OTHER THAN A REGU
LAR ELECTI ON, CALLED BY COWPETENT AUTHORI TY FOR THE PURPOSE OF
CHOOSI NG OFFI CI ALS TO FI LL VACANCI ES I N PUBLI C OFFI CE OR FOR SUB-
M SSI ON TO THE ELECTORS OF A PUBLI C QUESTI ON.
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(H) "SPECI AL PRI MARY" NMEANS A PRI MARY CALLED BY COVPETENT
AUTHORI TY FOR THE NOM NATI ON OF CANDI DATES TO BE VOTED FOR AT A
SPECI AL ELECTI ON

Sec. 322. —Foobtatn—theprtntinrg—of— FOR the nane of a
candi date of a political party for a city office, including a
ward office, TO APPEAR under the particular party heading on the
official primary election ballots for use in the city, —there
NOM NATI NG PETI TIONS shall be filed wwth the city clerk —ef—the

etty— not later than 4 p.m on the twelfth Tuesday —preeeding
BEFORE t he August primary ——— or not later than 4 p.m on the

sevent h —vonday—preceding— TUESDAY BEFORE the primary el ection
provided to be held on the third —Menagay— TUESDAY in February.
—— THE nom nating petitions SHALL BE signed by a nunber of qual -
ified and registered electors of the political party who reside
in the city or ward as determ ned under section 544f. This sec-
tion does not apply to a city t+he— IF THE CITY charter —of
whieh— provides for a different nethod of nom nating candi dates
for public office. The formof the petition shall be as provided
in section 544c.

Sec. 348. The township board, not |ess than 40 days —prt+of
te—the— BEFORE hol di ng —ef—the— A TOMNSHI P primary, —hererfa—pro—
vided—For— shall —+ssve—a— call for —steh— THE primary BY desi g-
nating the tinme and pl ace —thereof—antd—shatt—gi-ve— OF THE PRI MARY
AND BY G VING notice of the —safre— PRI MARY by publishing —a—<€opy
of—sueh—eatH—+rA——soerme— | T I N A newspaper of general circulation in

t he townshi p. ——ant—+f—deered—atvisable—by—the— THE t ownship
board —by—the—posting—of—thenurber—of— MAY ALSO POST noti ces
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—that—the—board—shatH—destgnrate— i n conspi cuous places. In

t omnshi ps havi ng +ess— FEVWER than 200 regi stered voters, the
townshi p board may provide that, for elections at which no town-

ship question +s—+t6— WLL be submtted, notices of the election

shall be by posting ——as—heretn—provided—nat+tet— OF NOTI CES

| NSTEAD of by publishing. The —tiwe—of—hotding—sueh— primary in
townshi ps shall be HELD on the third —vordgday— TUESDAY i n February

—preceding— BEFORE each biennial spring el ection.

Sec. 382. If the charter of a village does not specify the
time, manner, and neans of nomi nating and electing its public
officers, the village shall nom nate and elect its officers in
accordance with the provisions governing the selection of town-
ship officers, as provided in chapter 36— XVI of this act,
except that nomi nation by caucus or primary shall occur on the
third —Mengday— TUESDAY in February and village el ections shall be
hel d on the second —brgay— TUESDAY in March biennially in even
nunbered years or annually as provided in section 5 of chapter —2
of—Act—No—3—of—thePubtec—Acts—of—1895—betng——seect+on—62-5-of
the—M-echigan—Conpited—taws— || OF THE GENERAL LAW VI LLAGE ACT,
1895 PA 3, MCL 62.5.

Sec. 631. —Whenever— |IF a special election —shaHH—be— IS
called to fill a vacancy in —any— AN office — FOR WHI CH t he
candi dat es —for—whteh— are regul arly nom nated —+n—acecordance

b o . ot . . . ’
AT A PRI MARY ELECTION, a special primary for all political par-

ties shall be held in the county, district, or city in which the

vacancy occurs. —-ef—stech—tday—as—+aybe+t+xed—by—the— THE of fi ci al
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or legislative body calling the special election —but— SHALL
SCHEDULE A SPECI AL PRI MARY ELECTI ON FOR A TUESDAY not | ess than
20 days —prt+o+—to— BEFORE the date of —stueh— THE specia
el ecti on. ——anrtd—the—author+t+es—catHng—any—sueh— THE OFFI Cl AL
OR LEGQ SLATI VE BODY CALLI NG THE special primary shall ——nathe
caH—therefor—F+x— SET the tine within which candidates may file
nom nating petitions.

SEC. 642. AN ELECTI ON HELD UNDER THI S ACT SHALL BE HELD ON
A TUESDAY.

Sec. 646a. (1) If a local officer is to be elected at a
general Novenber election or on the first —Mmngay— TUESDAY of
April in an odd nunbered year, candidates for the |local office
shal |l be nom nated in the manner provided by |aw or charter. |If

the candidates are to be nom nated at a fall primary el ection,

the primary shall be held on the sane day as —+s—provided—byt+aw
fer—holding— the county or state primary el ection. —prrer—to—stuch
etectton—except—asprovided—+n—sect+on—646b— |f the candi dates

are to be elected in April, the primary shall be held on the
third —Mengday— TUESDAY in February. |f candidates for the | ocal
office are to be nom nated at caucuses, the caucuses shall be
hel d on a date —prior—toe— BEFORE the date set for the —abeve
ent+oned— primary el ection or on the Saturday —preceding— BEFORE
the day of the primary election as determ ned by the |ocal |egis-
| ati ve body at | east 20 days —preceding— BEFORE the date of the
caucus. |If candidates are nom nated by filing NOM NATI NG peti -
tions or affidavits, they shall be filed at a tine provided by

charter but not later than the date of the primary. |If a | ocal
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primary election is to be held on the sane day as —any— A state
or county primary election, the last day for |local candidates to
file nomnating petitions shall be the sane as the |last date to
file NOM NATI NG petitions for state and county offices. The
nanes of all |ocal candidates and titles of office shall be cer-
tified to the county clerk by the local clerk within 5 days after
the last day for filing petitions, and certification of nom nees
shall be made to —steh— THE COUNTY clerk within 5 days after the
date on which the primary or caucus was hel d.

(2) If —any— local or county BALLOT questions are to be
voted on at —any— A primary, special, or general election at
whi ch state officers are to be voted for, the ballot wording of
t he BALLOT question shall be certified to the local or county
clerk at least 70 days —prter—to—stech— BEFORE THE PRI MARY, SPE-
Cl AL, OR GENERAL election. |If the wording is certified to a
clerk other than the county clerk, the clerk shall certify the
ball ot wording to the county clerk at |east 68 days —prioer—to
BEFORE the election. Petitions to place —any— A county or | ocal
—guest+onrs— BALLOT QUESTION on the ballot at the el ection shal
be filed with the clerk at |east 14 days before the date the
bal | ot wording nmust be certified to the |ocal clerk.

(3) The provisions of this section apply notw thstandi ng
—afty— OTHER provi sions of |law or charter to the contrary, unless
an earlier date for the filing of affidavits or petitions,

i ncluding nom nating petitions, is provided in —afy— ANOTHER | aw
or charter, in which case the earlier filing date is

control ling.
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1 Enacting section 1. Sections 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 646b of the
2 Mchigan election |law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.4, 168.5, 168.6,

3 168.7, 168.8, and 168. 646b, are repeal ed.
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