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A SUMMARY OF HOUSE BILL 4638 ASINTRODUCED 4-19-01

The bill would add a new section to the Michigan Adoption Code (chapter 10 of the
Probate Code) to prohibit individuals from knowingly misidentifying someone as the biological
father of a child undergoing adoption and to add criminal penalties for such violations.

More specifically, when placing a child for adoption, an individual would be prohibited
from knowingly misidentifying another person as the child’s biological father to one or more of
the following:

» A court, or one of its employees or agents;
» The Family Independence Agency;

A child placing agency;

* Aninterested party.

Someone who knowingly misidentified someone else as the biological father of a child
undergoing adoption would be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for up to
two years or a fine of up to $1,000, or both. A crimina penalty allowed by the bill could be
imposed in addition to any penalty that might be imposed for any other criminal offense arising
from the same conduct.
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