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A SUMMARY OF HOUSE BILL 5355 ASINTRODUCED 2-15-00

Under current law, motor vehicles operated on the state’s highways must be insured, and a
driver who fails to produce evidence of insurance (what is generally called a vehicle' s certificate of
insurance) is responsible for a civil infraction. When this provision of the law is violated, a court
isrequired to assess afine and costs, and also to assess afee of $25. Also under current law, if the
court requires the driver to surrender the license, the license is destroyed, the court forwards an
abstract of the court record to the secretary of state, and the secretary of stateisordered to suspend
thelicense. A driver who subsequently submits proof of insurance to the secretary of state must pay
a$25 service fee to the secretary of state, but is not required to pay a replacement license fee.

House Bill 5355 would amend the Michigan Vehicle Code to specify that if a person
received a citation for failure to provide evidence that a motor vehicle was insured, a court would
be required to waive any civil fine, costs, or fees that had been imposed under two conditions: a) if
the person presented to the court the vehicle' s certificate of insurance before the appearance date on
the citation, and b) if the certificate of insurance presented to the court had been in effect at the time
of the citation.

House Bill 5355 further specifies that if a driver of a motor vehicle is determined to be
responsible for a violation of this provision, or of alocal ordinance substantially corresponding to
this provision, the court would be required to credit the $25 fee to the general fund of the local
funding unit or to the general fund of the city funding a municipal court. Currently the law specifies
only that the fine be assessed.

Finally, the bill specifiesthat if adriver isdetermined to be responsible for aviolation of this
provision, or of alocal ordinance substantially corresponding to this provision, the court in which
thecivil infraction isentered must notify the secretary of state of the vehicleregistration number, and
the year and make of the vehicle, unlessthe civil fine and costs had been waived by the court because
the person, beforethe appearance date onthe citation, presented to the court an acceptable certificate
of insurance, and the certificate showed that the insurance had been in force at the time of the
citation.
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