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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION |

January 30, 1997, Introduced by Rep. Nye and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

A joint resolution proposing an anendnent to the state con-
stitution of 1963, by anending sections 1, 4, 7, 11, 12, 13, 18,
22, 23, 26, 27, 29, and 30 of article VI, adding sections 31 and
32 to article VI, and repealing sections 15 and 16 of article VI,
to provide for the reorgani zation of the judicial branch.

Resol ved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
state of M chigan, That the foll ow ng anendnent to the state con-
stitution of 1963, to provide for the reorgani zation of the judi-
cial branch, is proposed, agreed to, and submtted to the people
of the state:

ARTI CLE VI

Sec. 1. The judicial power of the state is vested excl u-
sively in one court of justice which shall be divided into one
suprene court, one court of appeals, AND —efe— trial —eourt—of
general— COURTS W TH SUCH j uri sdiction AS PROVI DED BY LAW —known
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Sec. 4. The supreme court shall have general superintendi ng
control over all courts; power to issue, hear and determ ne pre-
rogative and renedial wits; and appellate jurisdiction as pro-
vided by rules of the suprene court. The suprene court shall not
have the power to renove a judge, EXCEPT AS PROVI DED I N SECTI ON
30 OF TH S ARTI CLE

Sec. 7. The suprene court may appoint, nmay renove, and
shal | have general supervision of its staff. —+t+— SUBJECT TO
SECTION 32 OF THIS ARTICLE, IT shall have control of the prepara-
tion of its budget reconmmendati ons and the expenditure of noneys
appropriated for any purpose pertaining to the operation of the
SUPREME court or the performance of activities of its staff
except that the salaries of the justices shall be —estabtishetdby
Faw- DETERM NED BY THE STATE OFFI CERS COVPENSATI ON COMM SSI ON AS
PROVI DED IN SECTION 12 OF ARTICLE IV. Al fees and perquisites
collected by the court staff shall be turned over to the state
treasury and credited to the general fund.

Sec. 11. The state shall be divided into judicial
—et+rettts— UNI TS al ong county |ines —+n—each—of—whteh—there—shalt
be—elected—one—or—more—ctreutt—judges— as provi ded by | aw.
—Sesstons—of—the—~ctreutt—eourt—shatH—beheld—atteast—Four—tires
rHA—each—year—tn—every county—organtzed+for—judietat—purposes—

b it ettt bt hotd L .
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as—ray—be—provided—by—+utes—of—the—supreme—ecourt— The nunber of

j udges may be changed BY LAW and —et++reutts— UNI TS may be creat ed,

altered and di scontinued by | aw. —ant—thenurber—offudges——shatt
I I I e . et ol I i .

Fuetetal—actt+vity— EACH UNI T MAY BE DI VI DED | NTO SUBJECT MATTER
JURI SDI CTI ONS AND ELECTI ON DI STRI CTS AS PROVI DED BY LAW AND
JUDGES MAY BE TRANSFERRED OR ASSIGNED WTHIN A UNIT TO SUBJECT
MATTER JURI SDI CTI ONS AND ELECTI ON DI STRI CTS AS PROVI DED BY LAW
EACH UNI T SHALL HAVE ONE OR MORE JUDGES AS PROVI DED BY LAW
EXCEPT THAT EACH COUNTY HAVI NG A POPULATI ON OF 10, 000 OR MORE
SHALL HAVE AT LEAST ONE JUDGE ELECTED EXCLUSI VELY BY THAT COUNTY.
No change in the nunber of judges or alteration or discontinuance
of a —et+retitt— JUDGESHI P shall have the effect of renoving a
judge fromoffice during —hts— THAT JUDGE' S term

Sec. 12. —&E+rettt— TRIAL COURT judges shall be nom nated
and el ected AS PROVI DED BY LAW at non-partisan elections in the
—et+ettt— ELECTION DI STRICT in which they reside, and shall hold
office for a termof six years and until their successors are
el ected and qualified. |In —et+etits— UNITS having nore than one
—et+ettt— judge their terns of office shall be arranged by law to
provide that not all terms will expire at the sane tine. THE
LENGTH OF THE I NI TI AL TERM OF A JUDGE MAY BE VARI ED BY LAWTO
ALLOW FOR THE STAGGERI NG OF THE EXPI RATI ON OF JUDGES' TERMS
WTH N A UNIT.

Sec. 13. The —et+reuirt—eourt— TRI AL COURTS shall have

original jurisdiction —+AatH——rattersrnoet—prohtbited— AS PROVI DED
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by Iaw, appellate jurisdiction fromall inferior courts and

tribunal s except as otherw se provided by |aw, power to issue,
hear and determ ne prerogative and renmedial wits; supervisory
and general control over inferior courts and tribunals within

their respective jurisdictions in accordance with rules of the

suprene court; and jurisdiction of other cases and matters as

provi ded by —frwtes—of—the—supremre—court— LAW
e . I . w il

Sec. 18. Sal ari es —offusttees—of—thestuprenre—court— of
the judges of the court of appeals —— SHALL BE UNI FORM AND SHALL
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BE DETERM NED AS PROVI DED BY LAW  SALARI ES of the —et+retit—

TRI AL COURT judges —wthirAr—a—etreut-t—and—of theprobatejudges

wHhr—a—county—eor—distr+et— shal | be —unifoerm—and— DETERM NED
AS PROVI DED BY LAW EFFECTI VE JANUARY 1, 1998, JUDGES SALARI ES

SHALL BE PAI D BY THE STATE, AND JUDGES SHALL NOT RECEI VE SUPPLE-
MENTAL SALARI ES FROM LOCAL UNI TS OF GOVERNMENT. THE ELI M NATI ON
OF LOCAL SUPPLEMENTAL SALARIES SHALL NOT CAUSE A REDUCTI ON I N THE
TOTAL AMOUNT OF A JUDGE' S SALARY. A JUDGE' S SALARY may be

i ncreased but shall not be decreased during a termof office
except and only to the extent of a general salary reduction in
all other branches of governnent. EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003, THE
SALARI ES OF THE TRI AL COURT JUDGES OF COURTS OF RECORD SHALL BE
UNI FORM

Sec. 22. Any judge of the court of appeals ———et+reutt
cotrt— or —probate—ecourt— ANY TRIAL COURT JUDGE may becone a can-
didate in the primary election for the office of which he OR SHE

is the incunbent by filing an affidavit of candidacy in the form

and manner prescribed by | aw
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Sec. 23. A vacancy shall occur in the office of JUSTICE OR
j udge —of—any—eourt—of—record—or—+tn—the—distrtet—court— by deat h,
renmoval , resignation or vacating of the office, and such vacancy
shall be filled by appointnment by the governor. The person
appoi nted by the governor shall hold office until 12 noon of the
first day of January next succeeding the first general election
hel d after the vacancy occurs, at which election a successor
shall be elected for the remainder of the unexpired term
Whenever a new office of judge —+n—a—ecourt—of—record—or—the—ddts—
tr+et—ecourt— is created by law, it shall be filled by election
as provided by law. The suprene court may authorize persons who
have been el ected and served as judges to performjudicial duties

for limted periods or specific assignnents.

Sec. 26. The offices of circuit court comm ssioner and jus-

tice of the peace are abolished. —at—the—exprratton—of—+Five—years
: I I " . . I o . i

BY A TWO- THI RDS VOTE OF THE MEMBERS ELECTED TO AND SERVI NG
| N EACH HOUSE, the |egislature —shat— MAY establish a court or
courts of limted jurisdiction with powers and jurisdiction
defined by law. The location of such court or courts, and the
qualifications, tenure, nethod of election and —satary—
COVPENSATI ON of the judges of such court or courts, and by what
governnmental units the judges shall be paid, shall be provided by

| aw, subject to the limtations contained in this article.
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Statutory courts in existence at the tinme this constitution
beconmes effective shall retain their powers and jurisdiction,
except as provided by law, until they are abolished by | aw.

THE Cl RCU T COURT, THE PROBATE COURT, AND ANY COURT OF
LI M TED JURI SDI CTI ON CREATED AFTER 1963, SHALL RETAIN THEI R
PONERS AND JURI SDI CTI ON, EXCEPT AS PROVI DED BY LAW UNTIL THEY
ARE ABOLI SHED BY LAW

Sec. 27. The suprene court, the court of appeals, —the—t++—
etit—eourt5— or any justices or judges thereof, shall not exer-
ci se any power of appointnent to public office except as provided
in this constitution.

Sec. 29. Justices of the suprene court, judges of the court
of appeal s, —et+reutt—judges— and —oether— TRI AL COURT judges as
provi ded by | aw shall be conservators of the peace within their
respective jurisdictions.

Sec. 30. (1) Ajudicial tenure comm ssion is established
consi sting of nine persons selected for three-year terns as
follows: Four nmenbers shall be judges el ected by the judges of
the courts in which they serve; OF WHOM one shall be a court of
appeal s judge ——ene—a—tireti-t—judge—one—a—probate—judge— and
—ofe—audge—of—acourt—of—tHmtedfur+sediet+on— THREE SHALL BE
TRI AL COURT JUDGES. —Fhtee— TWO shall be nenbers of the state bar
who shall be elected by the nenbers of the state bar of whom
—orre— NONE shal|l be a judge. —ang—two—shatH—mnot—bejudges—Fwo—
THREE shal | be appointed by the governor; the nenbers appointed
by the governor shall not be judges, retired judges or nenbers of

the state bar. Terns shall be staggered as provided by rule of
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the suprenme court. Vacancies shall be filled by the appointing
power .

(2) On recomrendation of the judicial tenure comm ssion, the
suprene court may censure, suspend with or without salary, retire
or renove a judge for conviction of a felony, physical or nental
di sability which prevents the performance of judicial duties,

m sconduct in office, persistent failure to performhis OR HER

duties, habitual intenperance or conduct that is clearly preju-

dicial to the admnistration of justice. The suprenme court shal
make rules inplenenting this section and providing for confiden-
tiality and privil ege of proceedings.

SEC. 31. THE SUPREME COURT, WHEN MEETI NG TO DECI DE ADM NI S-
TRATI VE, BUDGETARY, OR FI NANCI AL MATTERS OR COURT RULES, SHALL BE
OPEN TO THE PUBLI C AS PROVI DED BY LAW THE RECORDS OF ALL COURTS
SHALL BE OPEN TO THE PUBLI C AS PROVI DED BY LAW

SEC. 32. COURTS SHALL BE FUNDED I N THE MANNER PROVI DED BY
LAW

COURTS SHALL ONLY SET FEES OR RAI SE REVENUE AS PROVI DED BY
LAW

TO ENSURE PUBLI C ACCOUNTABI LI TY, COURTS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO
GENERALLY ACCEPTED BUDGETI NG AND ACCOUNTI NG PRI NClI PLES AS PRO-

VI DED BY LAW

THE EMPLOYER OF PUBLI C OFFI CERS AND EMPLOYEES SERVING I N A
COURT SHALL BE DETERM NED AS PROVI DED BY LAW

EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 7 OF THIS ARTI CLE W TH REGARD
TO THE STAFF OF THE SUPREME COURT, THE COMPENSATI ON AND PERSONNEL
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1 POLICIES OF PUBLI C OFFI CERS AND EMPLOYEES SERVI NG | N ANY COURT
2 SHALL BE DETERM NED AS PROVI DED BY LAW
3 Resol ved further, That the foregoi ng anendnent shall be sub-
4 mtted to the people of the state at the next general election in

5 the manner provided by | aw
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