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PROHIBIT RIDING IN BEDS OF
PICKUP TRUCKS

House Bill 4255 (Substitute H-1)
First Analysis (9-23-97)
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prohibiting the practice, not only to protect its citizens, In addition, granting such exceptions could raise
but also to minimize the costs to society (including constitutional issues. It has been suggested that creating
medical, rehabilitation, and insurance costs) presented a specific exemption for seasonal and agricultural
by unnecessary traffic deaths and injuries.  It is workers and those transporting such workers could
incongruous for the state to require the use of seat belts constitute a denial of equal protection.  It is argued that
and child safety restraints, but continue to allow unless the legislature were to establish sufficient
passengers to ride in the backs of pickups.  The bill justification for treating such workers differently, a law
would restrict this practice and save lives and money as exempting them from the protections provided to others
a result.  would be unconstitutional.  It has been suggested that it

In addition, the bill also applies to passengers in truck support the assertion that adequate cause exists to
beds covered by caps or camper tops.  Many people exempt these groups of people from such a law’s
mistakenly assume that a cap or camper top makes protections.   
riding in the back of a pickup truck safer.  However,
anyone riding in a capped pickup bed will be flung
about in an accident, hitting whatever hard objects might
be in the truck (including the cap walls); in fact,
fiberglass caps present a special hazard, as they can
splinter and cut the unfortunate passenger.  The
impression that caps provide no real protection for
occupants when an accident occurs has been confirmed
by pediatric researchers, who concluded that "the
enclosure of a pickup bed did little to reduce the risk of
serious injury" (Pediatrics, Nov. 1990, at p. 689).


