
HOUSE BILL No. 4435
February 16, 1995, Introduced by Reps. Sikkema, Brackenridge, Profit, Whyman, 

Hammerstrom, Kaza, London, Johnson, Jellema, Jamian, Gnodtke, Voorhees, Oxender, Kukuk, 
Perricone and Bankes and referred to the Committee on Local Government.

A bill to a m e n d  s e c t i o n s  495, 500a, 501a, 523, and 6 1 5a of 

Act No. 116 of the P u b l i c  Acts of 1954, e n t i t l e d  as a m e n d e d  

" M i c h i g a n  e l e c t i o n  law,"

s e c t i o n s  495, 501a, and 523 as a m e n d e d  and s e c t i o n  6 15a as a d d e d  

by Act No. 275 of the P u b l i c  Ac t s  of 1988 and s e c t i o n  500a as 

a m e n d e d  by Act No. 4 of the P u b l i c  Ac t s  of 1994, b e i n g  s e c t i o n s  

168.495, 168.500a, 168.501a, 168.523, and 168.615a of the 

M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

1 S e c t i o n  1. S e c t i o n s  495, 500a, 501a, 523, and 6 15a of Act

2 No. I I 6 of the P u b l i c  Acts of 1954 , s e c t i o n s  495, 501a, a n d  523

3 as a m e n d e d  and s e c t i o n  615a as a d d e d  by Act No. 275 of the P u b l i c

4 Acts of 1988 and s e c t i o n  500a as a m e n d e d  by Act No. 4 of the

5 Public Ac t s  of 1994, being s e c t i o n s  168.495, 168.500a, 168.501a,
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1 168.523, a n d  1 6 8.615a of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws, a r e  a m e n d e d

2 to read as follows:

3 Sec. 495. -~H -)- The r e g i s t r a t i o n  a f f i d a v i t  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r

4 s e c t i o n  493 s h a l l  c o n t a i n  all of the f o l lowing:

5 (a) T h e  name of the elector.

6 (b) T h e  r e s i d e n c e  a d d r e s s  O F  T H E  ELECTOR, I N C L U D I N G  T H E

7 s t r e e t  and number or rural route and box number A N D  T H E  A P A R T M E N T

8 NUMB E R ,  if any. ——©■€—fche e le c tor. -

9 (c) The b i r t h p l a c e  and -btrt-h. da t e  O F  B I R T H  of the

I 0 e l e c t o r .

II (d) The d r i v e r ' s  license or s t ate p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n

1 2 ca r d  nu m b e r  of the elector, if a v a ilable.

13 (e) A s t a t e m e n t  that the e l e ctor is a c i t i z e n  of the U n i t e d

14 S t a t e s .

15 (f) A s t a t e m e n t  that the e l e ctor is at the time of c o m p l e t -

16 ing the a f f i d a v i t ,  or will be on the date of the next e l e c t i o n ,

17 not less than 18 years of age.

18 (g) A s t a t e m e n t  that the e l e ctor has or will h a v e  l i v e d  in

19 this s t a t e  not less than 30 days be f o r e  the next e l e c t i o n .

20 (h) A s t a t e m e n t  that the elector has or will h a v e  e s t a b -

21 l i s h e d  his or her resid e n c e  in the township, city, or v i l l a g e  in

22 w h i c h  the e l e ctor is a p p l y i n g  for r e g i s t r a t i o n  not less than 30

23 d a y s  b e f o r e  the next election.

24 (i) A s t a t e m e n t  that the e l e ctor is or will be a q u a l i f i e d

25 e l e c t o r  of, the township, city, or v i l l a g e  on the d a t e  of the next

26 e l e c t i o n .
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1 (j) A s p a c e  in w h i c h  the e l e ctor shall s t a t e  the p l a c e  of

2 the e l e c t o r ' s  last re g i s t r a t i o n ,  IF ANY.

3 —b h e- p u rp o s e o f v o t i n g—i-n a p r e s i d e n t ial—p r i m a r y

4 e-le c t i o n ,—a s p a c e 1 fo r t h c - e-le c tor to ■ d e c l a re a p a r t y  p r e fe r e n ce

5 err—th a t—t h e.e l e c t o r  h a s no .p a r ty p r e f e r e n c e .

6 f-2-)—U n t i'j—Pe b ru ary—Hr;— 1-99 2 ,—the.se c r e t a r y  o f—s t a te o r—the

7 y?c r e ta-ry--of—st a t e ‘-s a ge nt-.shall---pr4-rrt a-'no t i c e th a t—sha -l-t be

8 p r o v i d e d to e a c h—p e rson a p pl y i n g—for—r-egi-st r a t i o n -.---T h e n o t ice

9 a h a i i ■ eo ri t a i n -- a 1 ir ■■ of—t-he—following—in-format ion.:

I o f-a-)—T h a t >—fror—t h e p u r p o s e  of—v o t i n g—i-n a ..p re s i d e n t ial p -r i -

I | ma ry - e l e ct ion ,—the e le c to r—mtrs t d e c l a r e 1 a-.p a rty p r e f e r e n c e .

1 2 fbi—T h a t■;—i-f—the e le e t o r—pre-fer-s—to r e g i s-ter—-w i th n o .p a-rty

I 3 pre fe re n ce-,—the- e lec tor—i-s—no t e lig ib le—to v o t e—in a p r e s i d ent i-a-i 

I 4 p r i m a ry e l e e t i o n- u n l esa—t-he—e^ ect-or—d e ela-re s  a p a r ty -prefe r e n ce 

I 5 at—le a s t—36 d a y s - b e fore—the p r e s i d e nt-tal—pri m a r y  e le c t ion.

I 6 f-e-)—T h a t ,—eve n—i-f—c u rrently—reg i ste red—to v ote-;—t-he—e lec tor

I 7 i-s—nerfc—e lig ib i e—t o .v ote—in a p r e s i d e n t ia-i—p rim a ry e l e c t i o n—u n l es-s

I 8 t+re—e le e t o r—d e clares—in w r it ing—to—th e" e it-y or—to w n s h i p  c l e r k—a

1 9 p a r t y -p r e fe r e n e e - a t—le a s t—30 - d a y s.bef-or e—the p r e s ide-nt ial- p r i m a ry

20 e l e ct io n -.-

21 fd-)—T h a t-;—irf—the - e le c t o r- d e c l a r e s a- p a r ty -pre f e r e n c e or

2 2 de c l a r es—t h a t—th e - e leetor—ha-s—no p a rty—p r e f e r e n c e -;—t-ha  t—d e cla r a -

13 t i o n of—p r e fe r e nce—remains as—t h a t—e lector 1 s—p refe r e n c e—unt 1-1—t-he 

>4 e le e tor c h a n g e s -his e r—he r pa r t y •pr e ferenc e  o r d ec l a r e s—th a t—he

25 or—she .has—no p a rty p r e fe ren c e on-.a—form p re ser-ib ed -by—the s e c re-.

!6 ta r y  o f—s t a te—or—in w r it ing—to—t-he—c i t y  o-r—to w n s h i p " c l- e r k .

3
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1 f-3-)—U n t il F e b ruary—Hr?— H9-9--2-?—the c i t y.e-r—cow nah-ip c l e rk

2 a-h-ali-—p rov i d e 1 e a e h -■elreet-or- w h o  v o t e s—in an e l e e b ie n—i-n—that e i ty

3 o-r—tow n ship—t-he—no t i c e—requ ired .tinder—subse c t ion—(-?-)—on—a—form

4 p r e s c r i b e d by—the- se c re t a ry o f s t a t e - o n w h i e h a n- e le e t o r- m a y

5 de c l a re—hrirs—or—h-e-r—par t y  p r e f e r e n c e o r—tha t—th e e l e c tor—ba-s—no

6 p a r ty p r e fe re n c e—terr—th e- p u rpo s e - o f—voting—in a p r e s i d e n t i a l  pri-

7 ttta r y—e le c t ion .

8 f-4-)—The se c r e t a ry & € s t a t e shall—p ro v i d e—to—eac h  ee u n ty

9 rierk—for—d i a t r ifera-t ion—to—the- city and—to w n sh ip—e le-r-ks—i-n—t-be

I 0 c o u n t y—a—s-uf-£ie i-en t—nu m b er—of—tire—no t ie es—re q u i red—fcr—d istr ibu ■■

I I tt o n—to e le c t ors—u n d er—s u b s e c t ions—(-2-)—artd—( 3 ) .

12 Sec. 500a. (1) The s e c r e t a r y  of state or the s e c r e t a r y  of

13 s t a t e ' s  a g ent shall a f f o r d  a person who a p p e a r s  in a d e p a r t m e n t

14 of state b r a n c h  o f f i c e  or a person who a p p l i e s  for renewal of an

15 o p e r a t o r ' s  or c h a u f f e u r ' s  license under s e c t i o n  307 of the

16 M i c h i g a n  v e h i c l e  code, Act No. 300 of the P u b l i c  Acts of 1949,

17 b eing s e c t i o n  257.307 of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws, an o p p o r t u -

18 nity to c o m p l e t e  an a p p l i c a t i o n  to register to vote or to c h a n g e

19 the p e r s o n ' s  vo t i n g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  name —— OR a d dress, —or-,—ferr

20 th e-pttrpose of—voting—in—a—p resident-ial—p r im a ry—e-1 e e t ion-,—pa-rty

2 1 p r e f e r e nc e , if the a p p l i c a n t  p o s s e s s e s  the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of an

2 2  elec t o r  on the da t e  of a p p l i c a t i o n  or will p o s s e s s  the q u a l i f i c a -

23 tions at the next election. This s u b s e c t i o n  does not r e q u i r e  a

24 r e g i s t e r e d  e l e ctor to p e r i o d i c a l l y  r e r e g i s t e r  or to renew his or

25 her registration. The a p p l i c a t i o n  for r e g i s t r a t i o n  m a d e  under

26 this section shall c o n t a i n  all of the following:

4
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1 (a) The name of the applicant.

2 (b) The r e s i d e n c e  a d d r e s s  of the a p p licant, i n c l u d i n g  the

3 street and number or rural route and box number A N D  A P A R T M E N T

4 NUMBER, if any.

5 (c) The city or t o w n s h i p  and county of r e s i d e n c e  of the

6 a p p l i c a n t ,  and the school d i s t r i c t  of the a p p l i c a n t ,  if known.

7 (d) The date of birth of the applicant.

8 (e) The b i r t h p l a c e  of the applicant.

9 (f) The d r i v e r ' s  license or state per s o n a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n

10 card number of the applicant, if available.

M  (g) A s t a t e m e n t  that the a p p l i c a n t  has the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of

1 2  an e l e c t o r  as of the date of a p p l y i n g  for r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  or will 

l 3 have the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of an e l e ctor at the next elect i o n .

I b cts—vo fr-t-wg—in a—p resi d e n t i a l—p r irttary- ei e e fr-iron—a—pa r try—p r e fe r e n ce

I 6 er—t+mfr—frfre—ap p l i e a n t:—h-ae—no .p ar fry—p r e f e ren ee-.--

17 (H) .-(■! ). A s t a t e m e n t  that the r e g i s t r a t i o n  is not e f f e c t i v e

18 until p r o c e s s e d  by the clerk of the city or t o w n s h i p  in w h i c h  the

19 a p p l i c a n t  resides.

20 (I) .t j >. A s t a t e m e n t  that the a p p licant, if q u a l i f i e d ,  may

21 vote at an e l ection o c c u r r i n g  not less than 30 days a f ter the

2 2 dace of c o m pleting the application.

23 (J) .-frk-f- A space to indicate the a p p l i c a n t ' s  last p l a c e  of

24 registration, if any.

2b (K) .f-£f~ A statement a u t h o r i z i n g  the c a n c e l l a t i o n  of re g i s -

26 tration at the a p p l i c a n t ' s  last place of r e g i stration.
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1 (t) -(■»■)-  A s p a c e  for the a p p l i c a n t  to sign a n d  c e r t i f y  to

2 the t ruth of the s t a t e m e n t s  on the a p p l i c a t i o n .

3 (2) The a p p l i c a n t  shall sign the a p p l i c a t i o n .  U p o n  rece i p t

4 of the a p p l i c a t i o n ,  the a gent shall sign the a p p l i c a t i o n ,  s t a m p

5 the a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h  a v a l i d a t i o n  stamp, and p r o v i d e  the a p p l i -

6 cant w i t h  a receipt v e r i f y i n g  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n .  The

7 a g e n t  s hall p r o m p t l y  f o r ward the a p p l i c a t i o n  to the c o u n t y  clerk

8 of the a p p l i c a n t ' s  r e s i d e n c e  or to a city or t o w n s h i p  c l e r k  de s -

9 i g n a t e d  by the s e c r e t a r y  of state.

10 Sec. 501a. The e l e c t i o n  c o m m i s s i o n  of a city, vil l a g e ,  or

11 t o w n s h i p  may a u t h o r i z e  the clerk of the city, v i llage, or town-

12 sh i p  to c r e a t e  a r e g i s t r a t i o n  list. The r e g i s t r a t i o n  list s hall

13 be a l p h a b e t i c a l l y  a r r a n g e d  and shall c o n t a i n  the name of each

14 r e g i s t e r e d  elec t o r  in a precinct. The name shall be f o l l o w e d  by

15 the a d d r e s s  and date of birth of the elector. --a n d 7—for—t h e p u r

I 6 po a e o f ■v ot ing—in a - p r e s i d e n t ial p r i m a ry e l e e tion,—th e.p a r ty

I 7 p r e fe re nce—o-r—d e e lara t i-on—erf—no—pa rty—p ref e rence—of—tfre—el e e t o r-,-

18 i-f- a n y -- The e l e c t i o n  c o m m i s s i o n  may al s o  p r o v i d e  that the regis-

19 t r a tion list may be used inst e a d  of the p r e c i n c t  r e g i s t r a t i o n

2Q file wherev e r W H E N  this act p r o v i d e s  for the use of a p r e c i n c t

21 r e g i s t r a t i o n  file. A school d i s t r i c t  or an i n t e r m e d i a t e  sc h o o l

22 d i s t r i c t  may also use a r e g i s t r a t i o n  list instead of the p r e c i n c t

23 r e g i s t r a t i o n  file -wh e n e v e r W H E N  a p r e c i n c t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  file is

24 required. A city, village, or t o w n s h i p  shall m a i n t a i n  a file

25 c o n t a i n i n g  the s i g n a t u r e  of each elec t o r  r e g i s t e r e d  in the city,

26 village, or township.

6
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1 Sec. 523. (1) At each election, b e f o r e  b e ing g i v e n  a

2 ballot, each r e g i s t e r e d  elec t o r  o f f e r i n g  to vo t e  s h all i d e n t i f y

3 h i m s e l f  or h e r s e l f  by e x e c u t i n g  an a p p l i c a t i o n  s h o w i n g  his or her

4 s i g n a t u r e  or ma r k  and a d d r e s s  of r e s i d e n c e  in the p r e s e n c e  of an

5 e l e c t i o n  offic i a l .  If the voter r e g i s t r a t i o n  c a rds are us e d  in

6 the precinct, the e l e c t i o n  o f f i c i a l  in c h a r g e  of the p r e c i n c t

7 r e g i s t r a t i o n  file shall c o m p a r e  the s i g n a t u r e  upon the a p p l i c a -

8 tion w i t h  the s i g n a t u r e  upon the r e g i s t r a t i o n  card. If v o ter

9 r e g i s t r a t i o n  lists are used in the precinct, the e l e c t i o n  i n s p e c -

10 tor shall d e t e r m i n e  if the name on the a p p l i c a t i o n  to vote

11 a p p e a r s  on the voter r e g i s t r a t i o n  list. If the name a p p e a r s  on

12 the voter r e g i s t r a t i o n  list, the elector shall p r o v i d e  furt h e r

13 i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  by giv i n g  his or her date of b irth or o t her in f o r -

14 m a t i o n  sta t e d  upon the voter r e g i s t r a t i o n  list. In p r e c i n c t s

15 using voter r e g i s t r a t i o n  lists, the date of b irth may be r e q u i r e d  

ib to be p l a c e d  on the a p p l i c a t i o n  to vote. If the s i g n a t u r e  or an

17 item of i n f o r m a t i o n  does not correspond, the vote of the p e r s o n

iti shall be challenged, and the same p r o c e d u r e  shall be f o l l o w e d  as

19 p r o v i d e d  in this act for the c h a l l e n g i n g  of an elector. If the

20 person o f f e r i n g  to vote has signed the r e g i s t r a t i o n  card or

21 a p p l i c a t i o n  by m a k i n g  a mark, the person shall i d e n t i f y  h i m s e l f

22 or h e r self by giving his or her date of birth, w h i c h  shall be

23 c o m p a r e d  with the date of birth stated upon the r e g i s t r a t i o n  card

24 or voter r e g i s t r a t i o n  list, or shall give other i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  as

25 may be referred to upon the r e g i s t r a t i o n  card or voter r e g i s t r a -

26 tion list.
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(2) If, u p o n  a c o m p a r i s o n  of the s i g n a t u r e  or o ther 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  it is found that the a p p l i c a n t  is e n t i t l e d  to 

vote, the e l e c t i o n  o f f i c e r  h a v i n g  c h a r g e  of the r e g i s t r a t i o n  list 

s h a l l  a p p r o v e  the a p p l i c a t i o n  and w r i t e  his or her i n i t i a l s  on 

the a p p l i c a t i o n ,  after w h i c h  the number on the b a l l o t  i s s u e d  

s hall be n o t e d  on the a p p l i c a t i o n .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  s h a l l  s e r v e  

as I of the 2 poll lists r e q u i r e d  to be kept as a r e c o r d  of a 

p e r s o n  w h o  has voted. The a p p l i c a t i o n  shall be f i l e d  w i t h  the 

township, city, or v i l l a g e  clerk. If voter r e g i s t r a t i o n  c a r d s  

are used in the p r e c inct, the date of the e l e c t i o n  s h all be n oted 

by 1 of the e l e c t i o n  o f f i c i a l s  upon the p r e c i n c t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  

c a r d  of ea c h  e l e c t o r  vo t i n g  at an election. If voter r e g i s t r a 

tion lists are used in the precinct, the e l e c t i o n  o f f i c i a l  shall 

c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e  upon the list each elector vo t i n g  at that 

e l e c t i o n .  The clerk of a city, village, or t o w n s h i p  shall m a i n 

tain a record of vo t i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  for each r e g i s t e r e d  

e l e c t o r .

—(-3-)—i-n—addi t ien—to—bhe—requi rem e nts—erf—s u b seet ion—(-4 ) <—the 

e l e c t io n- o f f i c ial—in - a—p r e s ide nt ial—p c i m a cy—e le ct ion—shall—o-ni-y 

a l i ow -an e l e e to c—bo—vote—t-he—p r e s ide nt ial—p e i m a e y—b a i lot—of—t-he 

p a r t y—p r e fe re n c e—sho wn on—t-he—p re e inet—regi^te-a tio-n—f■i 1 e—of—th a t

e le c tee—und e r—sectie n—495a-:---If an el eetor—irs—cegi a t e red w i t h no

pa rty  p r e feeenee—shown on—t-he—p ree i n e t—regi s tca t i on—f i 1 e—of—th a t 

elee t o c ,—bhe—elee toc—shall—net—be allowed—t-e—vote—a—p res i d ent ial 

pc imary b a i l o t .

-(-4-)—¥he—ceeord m a i n ta i n ed by—the e le r k of a - e it y o r—tow n s h i p  

u n d er—s u b s e e t ion—(-2-)—shall—c o ntain—the - n a m e of—t-he—pa r t y b a l l o t

8
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1 v o te d—un d er—su b s e c tion—(-8-)—by—bfre- e lec t or—at—th e—p r e s i d e n t ia-1

2 p r i m a r y  e le c t io n;.-

3 Sec. 615a. (i) Except as p r o v i d e d  in this section, the sec-

4 retary of state shall c ause to be p r i n t e d  on the b a l l o t s B A L L O T

5 for the p r e s i d e n t i a l  p r i m a r y  under the a p p r o p r i a t e  p o l i t i c a l

6 p a rty h e a d i n g  the name of a p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e  n o t i f i e d  by

7 the s e c r e t a r y  of s t ate under s e c tion 6 ! 4a who has filed w i t h  the

8 s e c r e t a r y  of state an a f f i d a v i t  ind i c a t i n g  his or her p a r t y  p r e f -

9 e r e n c e  and w i l l i n g n e s s  to have his or her name p r i n t e d  on t h a t

10 p a r t y *-a- THE P R E S I D E N T I A L  P R I M A R Y  ballot. The a f f i d a v i t  shall be 

M  filed with the s e c r e t a r y  of state no later than 4 p.m. on the

1 2 s e c o n d  Friday in J a n u a r y  in a p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  year.

1 3 (2) The name of an individual who is not listed as a p o t e n -

14 tial p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e  under s e c tion 614a shall be p r i n t e d

lb on the ballot for the p r e s i d e n t i a l  p r i m a r y  £er U N D E R  the a p p r o -

16 pr i a t e  political p a rty HEAD I N G  if he or she files an a f f i d a v i t  as

17 re q u i r e d  in s u b s e c t i o n  (I) and files a n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n  wi t h

18 the secre t a r y  of state no later than 4 p.m. on the s e c o n d  Fr i d a y

19 in J a n u a r y  in a p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  year. The n o m i n a t i n g  p e ti-

20 tion shall contain v a l i d  s i g n a t u r e s  of r e g i s t e r e d  and q u a l i f i e d

21 e l e c t o r s  equal to not less than 1 / 2  of 1 % of the total v o t e s  cast

22 in the state at the pr e v i o u s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  for the p r e s i -

23 d e n tial candidate of the polit i c a l  p a rty for w h i c h  the i n d i v i d u a l

24 is seeking this nomination. However, the total number of s i g n a -

25 tures required on a n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n  under this s u b s e c t i o n

26 shall not exceed 1 , 0 0 0 times the total number of -S o n g f eaa i e nal -

27 C O N G R E S S I O N A L  districts in this state. A s i g n a t u r e  on a

9
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1 n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n  is not v a l i d  if o b t a i n e d  b e f o r e  N o v e m b e r  I of

2 the year b e f o r e  the p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  year in w h i c h  the i ndi-

3 vi d u a l  s e eks n o m i n a t i o n .  The n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n s  s hall c o n f o r m

4 to the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of this act r e g a r d i n g  n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n s ,

5 w h i c h  r e q u i r e m e n t s  are not i n c o n s i s t e n t  with this s u b s e c t i o n .

6 (3) The names of the p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e s  U N D E R  EA C H

7 P O L I T I C A L  P A RTY H E A D I N G  shall be r o t ated on the ballot. The

8 b a l l o t  shall c o n t a i n  a s p ace for an e l e c t o r  to vote u n c o m m i t t e d .

1 0
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