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ENROLLED HOUSE BILL No. 5216
AN ACT to amend sections 669, 719, 721, and 722a of Act No. 300 of the Public Acts of 1949, entitled as amended 

“An act to provide for the registration, titling, sale, transfer, and regulation of certain vehicles operated upon the public 
highways of this state or any other place open to the general public or generally accessible to motor vehicles and 
distressed vehicles; to provide for the licensing of dealers; to provide for the examination, licensing, and control of 
operators and chauffeurs; to provide for the giving of proof of financial responsibility and security by owners and 
operators of vehicles; to provide for the imposition, levy, and collection of specific taxes on vehicles, and the levy and 
collection of sales and use taxes, license fees, and permit fees; to provide for the regulation and use of streets and 
highways; to create certain funds; to provide penalties and sanctions for a violation of this act; to provide for civil 
liability of owners and operators of vehicles and service of process on residents and nonresidents; to provide for the levy 
of certain assessments; to provide for the enforcement of this act; to provide for the creation of and to prescribe the 
powers and duties of certain state and local agencies; to repeal all other acts or parts of acts inconsistent with this act 
or contrary to this act; and to repeal certain parts of this act on a specific date,” section 669 as amended by Act No. 188 
of the Public Acts of 1990, section 719 as amended by Act No. 127 of the Public Acts of 1992, section 721 as amended by 
Act No. 75 of the Public Acts of 1990, and section 722a as amended by Act No. 249 of the Public Acts of 1993, being 
sections 257.669, 257.719, 257.721, and 257.722a of the Michigan Compiled Laws; and to repeal acts and parts of acts.

The People o f the State o f Michigan enact:
Section 1. Sections 669, 719, 721, and 722a of Act No. 300 of the Public Acts of 1949, section 669 as amended by Act 

No. 188 of the Public Acts of 1990, section 719 as amended by Act No. 127 of the Public Acts of 1992, section 721 as 
amended by Act No. 75 of the Public Acts of 1990, and section 722a as amended by Act No. 249 of the Public Acts of 
1993, being sections 257.669, 257.719, 257.721, and 257.722a of the Michigan Compiled Laws, are amended to read as 
follows:

Sec. 669. (1) Except as provided in subsections (2), (3), and (4), the driver of a motor vehicle carrying passengers for 
hire or the driver of a motor vehicle that is required to be marked or placarded under 49 C.F.R. parts 100 to 180 before 
crossing a railroad track at grade, shall stop the vehicle within 50 feet but not less than 10 feet from the nearest rail. 
While stopped, the driver shall listen and look in both directions along the track for an approaching train and for signals 
indicating the approach of a train, and shall not proceed until the driver can do so safely. After stopping as required in 
this subsection, and upon proceeding when it is safe to do so, the driver of the vehicle shall cross only in a gear of the 
vehicle that does not require changing gears while traversing the crossing. The driver shall not shift gears while 
crossing the track or tracks.

(2) A stop need not be made at a railroad track grade crossing where a police officer or a traffic-control signal directs 
traffic to proceed.

(154)



(3) A stop need not be made at an abandoned railroad track grade crossing. As used in this subsection, “abandoned 
railroad track” means a railroad track which meets all of the following requirements:

(1) The track has been abandoned pursuant to federal law.
(«) The track has been covered or removed.
(iii) All signs, signals, and other warning devices are removed.
(4) A stop shall not be made at an industrial or spur line railroad grade crossing marked with a sign reading 

“exempt”. Exempt signs may be erected only by or with the consent of the state transportation department after notice 
to and an opportunity to be heard by all railroads operating over such industrial or spur line.

(5) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
Sec. 719. (1) A vehicle unloaded or with load shall not exceed a height of 13 feet 6 inches. The owner of a vehicle that 

collides with a lawfully established bridge or viaduct is liable for all damage and injury resulting from a collision caused 
by the height of the vehicle, whether the clearance of the bridge or viaduct is posted or not.

(2) This subsection shall be known as the normal length maximum. Except as provided in subsection (3), the 
following vehicles and combinations of vehicles shall not be operated on a highway in this state in excess of these 
lengths:

(a) Any single vehicle: 40 feet.
(b) Articulated buses: 65 feet.
(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, a combination of a truck and semitrailer or trailer, or a truck 

tractor, semitrailer, and trailer, or truck tractor and semitrailer or trailer, designed and used exclusively to transport 
assembled motor vehicles or bodies, recreational vehicles, or boats, which does not exceed a length of 65 feet. Stinger- 
steered combinations shall not exceed a length of 75 feet. The load on the combinations of vehicles described in this 
subdivision may extend an additional 3 feet beyond the front and 4 feet beyond the rear of the combinations of vehicles. 
Retractable extensions used to support and secure the load that do not extend beyond the allowable overhang for the 
front and rear shall not be included in determining length of a loaded vehicle or vehicle combination.

(d) Truck tractor and semitrailer combinations: no overall length, if the semitrailer does not exceed 50 feet.
(e) Truck and semitrailer or trailer: 59 feet.
(f) Truck tractor, semitrailer, and trailer, or truck tractor and 2 semitrailers: 59 feet.
(g) More than 1 motor vehicle, wholly or partially assembled, in combination, utilizing 1 tow bar or 3 saddle mounts 

with full mount mechanisms and utilizing the motive power of 1 of the vehicles in combination, not to exceed 55 feet.
(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2), the following vehicles and combinations of vehicles shall not be operated on a 

designated highway of this state in excess of these lengths:
(a) Truck tractor and semitrailer combinations: No overall length limit, if the semitrailer does not exceed 53 feet. All 

semitrailers longer than 50 feet shall have a wheelbase of 40.5 feet plus or minus 0.5 feet, measured from the kingpin 
coupling to the center of the rear axle or the center of the tandem axle assembly if equipped with 2 axles. A semitrailer 
with a length longer than 50 feet shall not operate with more than 2 axles on the semitrailer. City, village, or county 
authorities may prohibit stops of vehicles with a semitrailer longer than 50 feet within their jurisdiction unless the stop 
occurs along appropriately designated routes, or is necessary for emergency purposes or to reach shippers, receivers, 
warehouses, and terminals along designated routes.

(b) Truck and semitrailer or trailer combinations: 65 feet, except that a person may operate a truck and semitrailer 
or trailer designed and used to transport saw logs, pulpwood, and tree length poles that does not exceed an overall 
length of 70 feet.

(c) Truck tractor and 2 semitrailers, or truck tractor, semitrailer, and trailer combinations: no overall length limit, if 
the length of each semitrailer or trailer does not exceed 28-1/2 feet each, or the overall length of the semitrailer and 
trailer, or 2 semitrailers as measured from the front of the first towed unit to the rear of the second towed unit while 
the units are coupled together does not exceed 58 feet.

(d) More than 1 motor vehicle, wholly or partially assembled, in combination, utilizing 1 tow bar or 3 saddle mounts 
with full mount mechanisms and utilizing the motive power of 1 of the vehicles in combination, not to exceed 65 feet.

(4) The following combinations and movements are prohibited:
(a) A truck shall not haul more than 1 trailer or semitrailer, and a truck tractor shall not haul more than 

2 semitrailers or 1 semitrailer and 1 trailer in combination at any 1 time, except that a farm tractor may haul 2 wagons 
or trailers, or garbage and refuse haulers may, during daylight hours, haul up to 4 trailers for garbage and refuse 
collection purposes, not exceeding in any combination a total length of 55 feet and at a speed limit not to exceed 15 miles 
pier hour.
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(b) A combination of vehicles or a vehicle shall not have more than 11 axles, except when operating under a valid 
permit issued by the state transportation department or a local authority with respect to a highway under its 
jurisdiction.

(c) Any combination of vehicles not specifically authorized under this section is prohibited.
(d) A combination of 2 semitrailers pulled by a truck tractor, unless each semitrailer uses a fifth wheel connecting 

assembly which conforms to the requirements of the motor carrier safety act, Act No. 181 of the Public Acts of 1963, 
being sections 480.11 to 480.21 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(e) A vehicle or a combination of vehicles shall not carry a load extending more than 3 feet beyond the front of the 
lead vehicle.

(f) A vehicle described in subsections (2)(e) and (3)(d) employing triple saddle mounts unless all wheels which are in 
contact with the roadway have operating brakes.

(5) All combinations of vehicles under this section shall employ connecting assemblies and lighting devices that are 
in compliance with Act No. 181 of the Public Acts of 1963 and this act.

(6) The total gross weight of a truck tractor, semitrailer, and trailer combination or a truck tractor and 2 semitrailers 
combination which exceeds 59 feet in length shall not exceed a ratio of 400 pounds per engine net horsepower delivered 
to clutch or its equivalent specified in the handbook published by the society of automotive engineers, inc. (SAE), 1977 
edition.

(7) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction. The owner of the vehicle may be charged 
with a violation of this section.

(8) As used in this section:
(a) “Articulated buses” means articulated buses operated by a local public transit system funded by Act No. 51 of 

the Public Acts of 1951, being sections 247.651 to 247.675 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.
(b) “Designated highway” means a highway approved by the state transportation department or a local authority 

with respect to a highway under its jurisdiction.
(c) “Length” means the total length of a vehicle, or combination of vehicles, including any load the vehicle is carrying. 

Length shall not include safety and energy conservation devices including, but not limited to, impact absorbing 
bumpers, rear view mirrors, turn signal lamps, marker lamps, steps and hand holds for entry and egress, flexible fender 
extensions, mud flaps, or splash and spray suppressant devices; load induced tire bulge; refrigeration or heating units; 
or air compressors attached to the vehicle. A safety or energy conservation device shall be excluded from a determi
nation of length only if it is not designed or used for the carrying of cargo, freight, or equipment. Semitrailers and 
trailers shall be measured from the front vertical plane of the foremost transverse load supporting structure to the 
rearmost transverse load supporting structure.

(d) “Stinger-steered combinations” means a track tractor and semitrailer combination in which the fifth wheel is 
located on a drop frame located behind and below the rearmost axle of the power unit.

Sec. 721. (1) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (5), a passenger vehicle or a pickup truck shall not be driven 
upon a highway drawing or having attached to the passenger vehicle or pickup truck more than 1 vehicle or trailer.

(2) The drawbar or other connection between 2 vehicles, 1 of which is towing or drawing the other on a highway, 
shall not exceed 15 feet in length from 1 vehicle to the other. If the connection consists of a chain, rope, or cable, there 
shall be displayed upon the connection a red flag or other signal or cloth not less than 12 inches both in length and width.

(3) A vehicle or trailer towed or drawn by a vehicle shall be attached to the vehicle with forms of coupling devices 
in a manner so that when the combination is operated in a linear alignment on a level, smooth, paved surface, the 
movement of the towed or drawn vehicle or trailer does not deviate more than 3 inches to either side of the path of the 
towing vehicle that tows or draws it. The vehicle or trailer shall also be connected to the towing vehicle, by suitable 
safety chains or devices, 1 on each side of the coupling and at the extreme outer edge of the vehicle or trailer and each 
chain or device and connection used shall be of sufficient strength to haul the vehicle or trailer when loaded.

(4) A pickup truck with a fifth wheel assembly shall not tow a semitrailer unless the fifth wheel assembly conforms 
to the standards prescribed in the motor earner safety act, Act No. 181 of the Public Acts of 1963, being sections 480.11 
to 480.21 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(5) Notwithstanding subsection (1), a pickup track with a towing rating equal to, or greater than, the weight being 
towed, equipped with a fifth wheel assembly which conforms with the standards prescribed in Act No. 181 of the Public 
Acts of 1963, towing attached with a semitrailer designed for recreational living purposes may tow an additional trailer 
or semitrailer under the following conditions:

(a) The additional trailer or semitrailer shall be attached pursuant to subsection (3). The safety chains described in 
subsection (3) shall be securely attached at the extreme outer edge of the attached trailer or semitrailer with a locking 
mechanism. The towing vehicle hitch shall be of substantial material and shall be attached in a proper and skillful 
manner to the frame of the towing vehicle.
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(b) The total length of the pickup truck, semitrailer designed for recreational living purposes, and additional trailer 
or semitrailer, and load, shall not exceed 59 feet.

(c) The gross weight of the additional trailer or semitrailer towed or drawn shall not exceed the empty weight of the 
pickup truck or the empty weight of the semitrailer.

(6) For the purposes of this section, a pickup truck towing a semitrailer and additional trailer shall be considered a 
passenger vehicle and shall comply with the speed limit requirements of section 627(5).

(7) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
Sec. 722a. (1) A truck pulling a trailer, a truck tractor pulling a semitrailer and trailer combination, or a truck tractor 

pulling 2 semitrailers shall not transport a flammable liquid, in bulk, which has a flash point a t or below 70 degrees 
Fahrenheit within this state.

(2) A truck pulling a trailer, a truck tractor pulling a semitrailer and trailer combination, or a truck tractor pulling 
2 semitrailers shall not transport a flammable gas or a compressed flammable gas, in bulk, as defined by 49 C.F.R. parts 
100 to 180, within this state.

(3) A truck or a truck tractor pulling a semitrailer shall not transport a flammable liquid, in bulk, which has a flash 
point at or below 70 degrees Fahrenheit in this state, unless the truck or the semitrailer has a w ater capacity of less 
than 13,800 gallons. This subsection does not apply to those vehicles registered with the motor carrier division of the 
department of state police on or before January 1, 1986.

(4) A truck or truck tractor pulling a semitrailer shall not transport a flammable liquid, in bulk, which has a flash 
point at or below 70 degrees Fahrenheit in a quantity of more than 13,400 gallons.

(5) The owner or driver of a vehicle that transports, or a shipper who loads a vehicle with a flammable liquid, 
flammable gas, or compressed flammable gas in violation of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine 
of not more than $3,000.00, or imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or both.

(6) This section shall be enforced only by a police officer.
(7) For the purposes of this section, “in bulk” means an amount of product or material of 3,500 w ater gallons or more 

in a single containment system. Commercial motor vehicles transporting hazardous materials shall comply with the 
motor carrier safety act, Act No. 181 of the Public Acts of 1963, being sections 480.11 to 480.21 of the Michigan Compiled 
Laws.

Section 2. Section 601a of Act No. 300 of the Public Acts of 1949, being section 257.601a of the Michigan Compiled 
Laws, is repealed.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Secretary of the Senate.

Approved

Governor.
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