
STATE CONSTITUTION (EXCERPT)
CONSTITUTION OF MICHIGAN OF 1963

§ 19 Courts of record; seal, qualifications of judges.
Sec. 19. (1) The supreme court, the court of appeals, the circuit court, the probate court and other courts

designated as such by the legislature shall be courts of record and each shall have a common seal. Justices and
judges of courts of record must be persons who are licensed to practice law in this state.

(2) To be qualified to serve as a judge of a trial court, a judge of the court of appeals, or a justice of the
supreme court, a person shall have been admitted to the practice of law for at least 5 years. This subsection
shall not apply to any judge or justice appointed or elected to judicial office prior to the date on which this
subsection becomes part of the constitution.

(3) No person shall be elected or appointed to a judicial office after reaching the age of 70 years.
History: Const. 1963, Art. VI, § 19, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964;Am. 1996, S.J.R. D, approved Nov. 5, 1996, Eff. Dec. 21, 1996.

Former constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. VII, § 17.
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