
THE HOME RULE VILLAGE ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 278 of 1909

78.5 Incorporation, consolidation or change of boundaries; affected district; referendum;
authorizing vote.
Sec. 5. The district to be affected by every such proposed incorporation, consolidation or change of

boundaries, shall be deemed to include the whole of each city, village, or township from which territory is to
be taken or to which territory is to be annexed: Provided, however, That proposed incorporations,
consolidations or changes of boundaries shall be submitted to the qualified electors residing within the
territory proposed to be incorporated or residing within the village to which territory is to be annexed as the
case may be, and also to the qualified electors of the city, village or township, from which the territory to be
taken is located and at the election, when the said question is voted upon, the city, village or township shall
conduct the election in such manner as to keep the votes of the qualified electors in the territory proposed to
be incorporated or annexed or detached in a separate box from the one containing the votes from the
remaining portions of such city, village, or township, and if the returns of said election shall show a majority
of the votes cast in the district proposed to be incorporated or annexed, voting separately, to be in favor of the
proposed incorporation or change of boundary as the case may be, and if a majority of the electors voting in
the remainder of the district to be affected as herein defined, voting collectively, are in favor of the proposed
incorporation or change of boundary as the case may be, then such territory shall become incorporated as a
village or shall become a part of the corporate territory of the village or shall be detached therefrom, as the
case may be: Provided further, That in case there are no qualified electors residing within the territory
proposed to be detached, or annexed, if a majority of electors voting in the remainder of the district to be
affected, as herein defined, are in favor of the proposed change of boundary, then such territory shall become
a part of the corporate territory of the village or shall be detached therefrom, as the case may be: Provided
further, That the question of incorporating a new village from territory located in a township or townships
shall be determined by a majority of the votes cast at an election at which only the electors residing within the
territory proposed to be incorporated shall vote.

History: 1909, Act 278, Eff. Sept. 1, 1909;CL 1915, 2847;Am. 1919, Act 395, Eff. Aug. 14, 1919;Am. 1925, Act 90, Eff.
Aug. 27, 1925;Am. 1929, Act 251, Eff. Aug. 28, 1929;CL 1929, 1767;CL 1948, 78.5.
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