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Jan. 14, 1851
Expenditures

Thomas Gallagher, paid $73.50 for candles for Auditor General's office.


C. C. Mitchell, paid $78.63 for services as porter, &c.


Z. Chandler & Co., paid $129.46 for carpeting for Senate.


Turner, Barnum & Co., paid $92.00 for cast iron pillars for Hall.


Commissioner of Land Office, paid $1.25 for cushion for stool.

Source: State of Michigan: Joint Document No. 3, 1852: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for the Year December 1, 1850--November 30, 1851. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, 1852; p. 3.
Apr. 7, 1851
Lansing; School Fund; Clearing and Improving State Land for Sale

"An Act authorizing certain improvements on the school section in the village of Lansing.

Sec. 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact, That the Board of State Auditors be and are hereby authorized and required to expend a sum not exceeding three thousand dollars, in felling and clearing off the timber on the unsold State lots in the village of Lansing, and for such other improvements as the aid board may deem proper and beneficial to the primary school fund, by promoting the sale of school lands in said village of Lansing.


Sec. 2. All accounts for expenditures under this act shall be audited by the Board of State Auditors, and when audited and allowed, shall be paid from the State treasury on the warrant of the Auditor General, and charged to the primary school interest fund."

Source: Michigan Public Act 133 of 1851. Approved April 7, 1851.

Apr. 8, 1851
Second Capitol; Library


"An Act relating to the State Library.


Sec. 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact, That the State library room shall be appropriated to the use of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, for his office.


Sec. 2. The State Librarian, in addition to the duties prescribed by law, shall keep a set of meteorological tables, after the forms adopted by the Smithsonian Institute, and under the direction of the Superintendent of Public Instruction; and the same shall be embraced with annual report of the Superintendent, together with the report of the librarian.


Sec. 3. The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall cause the books, papers, maps, apparatus, &c. pertaining to his office, to be deposited in the State library; and it shall be his duty to collect such books, maps, apparatus, &c. as can be obtained without expense to the State, and deposit the same in the library.


Sec. 4. The librarian shall also act as assistant to and shall perform such duties as may from time to time be required by the Superintendent, free of expense to the State."


Source: Michigan Public Act 153 of 1851. Approved April 8, 1851.

Jun. 23, 1851
Expenditures


Simeon Dearin, paid $30.25 for setting out and staking trees around and in the Capitol yard.
D. P. Quackenbush, paid $4.00 for painting, &c., on Capitol.

Source: State of Michigan: Joint Document No. 3, 1852: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for the Year December 1, 1850--November 30, 1851. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, 1852; p. 5-6.
Jun. 25, 1851
Expenditure

S. Davis, paid $5.63 for repairing locks and furnishing keys to State building.

Source: State of Michigan: Joint Document No. 3, 1852: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for the Year December 1, 1850--November 30, 1851. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, 1852; p. 6.
Jun. 28, 1851
Expenditures

L. Post, paid $6.81 for zinc for cupola of Capitol.


H.L. & H. Baker, paid $7.00 for repairing of chairs for Capitol.


Smith & Sharpsteen, paid $23.25 for pump for well in Capitol yard.


M. Mitchell, paid $3.25 for washing for State offices.


J. A. Bascom, paid $.75 for tacks for carpets.


Harry Everitt, paid $1.56 for straw for carpets.


V. Teeter, paid $47.25 for improvements at Lansing.


D. W. Buck, paid $23.00 for desk for Auditor General’s office.


N. Sagendorph, paid $17.50 for improvements at Lansing.


D. W. Buck, paid $17.00 for furniture for public offices.

S. R. Greene, paid $4.00 for bookcase for Treasurer’s Office.


M. Mitchell, paid $1.40 for washing for State offices.


D. D. Curtiss, paid $1.00 for services assisting porter of Capitol.


Elson Teeter, paid $1.50 for services assisting porter of Capitol.


Joseph M. Coon, paid $5.00 for Lansing improvements.

Austin Allen, paid $25.00 for services as porter.
F. M. Cowles & Co., paid $.50 for basket.


H. L. & H. Baker, paid $1.50 for stool for Auditor’s office.


Vincent Teeter, paid $32.72 for wood for Capitol.

C. C. Darling, paid $135.95 for Lansing improvements.


M. Teeter, paid $2.00 for work about Capitol.
D. Curtiss, paid $2.00 for Lansing improvements.

N. Sagendorph, paid $.25 for services.

Austin Allen, paid $21.42 for services as porter.


Thomas Gallagher, paid $49.25 for candles for Sec. States office. 


Markham & Brown, paid $9.60 for green baize for tables for House of Rep's.


Vincent Teeter, paid $15.00 for wood.

Cyrus Hewett, paid $6.00 for services.


E. Elliott, paid $11.06 for stovepipe, zinc, &c. for Treasurer’s office.


M. Mitchell, paid $9.50 for making and repairing carpets.


D. P. Quackenbush, paid $1.50 for work on Library.


M. Mitchell, paid $2.60 for washing and mending flag.

Stanley Briggs, paid $1.44 for straw for Hall.
Vincent Teeter, paid $2.00 for services at Capitol.

J. J. Miller, paid $2.00 for lime, mortar and work.

E. N. Codding, paid $3.75 for work about Capitol.


Wm. Codley, paid $.50 for work about Capitol.


Henry Gibbs, paid $3.00 for work about Capitol.

Dexter Mitchell, paid $1.00 for work about Capitol.


D. Quackenbush, paid $2.00 for painting pillars in Hall.


Peter Carey, paid $8.00 for services as porter.


J. C. Godley, paid $1.00 for repairing seal in Sec. of State’s office.
Source: State of Michigan: Joint Document No. 3, 1852: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for the Year December 1, 1850--November 30, 1851. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, 1852; pp. 6-9.

Jun. 28, 1851
Expenditures


Champlain Havens, paid $50.00 for grading on Washington Avenue.


John Jennings, paid $54.00 for clearing and ditching

.

James H. Lobdell, paid $60.00 for clearing.

D. Leavitt, paid $3.00 for improvements.


James Kelley, paid $6.75 for improvements.

Source: State of Michigan: Joint Document No. 3, 1852: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for the Year December 1, 1850--November 30, 1851. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, 1852; pp. 13-14.
Aug. 28, 1851
Expenditure


Alfred Miles, paid $190.00 for grading and making culvert on Washington Avenue.

Source: State of Michigan: Joint Document No. 3, 1852: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for the Year December 1, 1850--November 30, 1851. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, 1852; p. 14.
Oct. 25, 1851
First Capitol (Detroit); Later Use as School; Duffield
"Sketch of the Public Schools of the City of Detroit

Office Board of Education of City of Detroit, 

Detroit, October 25, 1851

HON. FRANCIS W. SHEARMAN,

Superintendent of Public Instruction:

DEAR SIR–In compliance with your request to furnish some facts . . ."
"Fortunately, however, for the cause of education among us, the large and commodious building formerly occupied as the State Capitol, in this city, upon the removal of the seat of government to Lansing, fell into the hands of the board of education and we were thus favored with an opportunity of establishing a Union school on a large scale, which was speedily done. This building now receives and shelters over five hundred children every day, and affords more comfortable school privileges than can be found in any other building dedicated to such purposes in the Union. Although now appropriated to much more humble pursuits than formerly, when its halls were used as the theatre of State legislation, yet we confidently hope that the State is deriving much more good from the work now accomplishing within its walls, than from that which was wont to be enacted there in earlier days. If no laws are now formally framed there, the future law-makers of the State are being made there daily, and it is hoped they will be fully qualified for their work when the time of their labor arrives.

The plan of the Union school, as adopted by the board of education, is briefly as follows: in the basement of the building is an infant school, where the children are familiarized with their alphabet and taught to spell. They are then elevated to the primary department, where they are still further instructed in the same studies, and also in the multiplication table, and somewhat in geography. They next pass into the lower or middle department, where the circle of study is enlarged, and they commence their work upon the text books, and are taught especially in Colburn’s mental arithmetic, which has long been regarded with us as a sine qua non in our schools. The drill in this work is made very complete and thorough, and the pupil is not permitted to abandon it until he has mastered it all, from cover to cover. Having here qualified themselves for the upper or higher department, they are then transferred to the care of teachers, who conduct them through all the higher branches of study, and with whom they complete their course. These studies embrace the most finished style of reading and writing, grammar, geography, history, both ancient and modern, higher arithmetic, algebra, geometry, natural and mental philosophy, astronomy, composition, elocution, book keeping, surveying, music, &c. &c. The very highest attainment in all these studies is here reached, and the most difficult and abstruse mathematical and geometrical problems, as also the working out of eclipses may be seen in diagrams, as the work of the scholars, at every public examination . . . "
"I am, very respectfully, 

Your ob’t servant,

D. BETHUNE DUFFIELD,

Secretary of the Board of Education of the City of Detroit"
Source: Joint Documents of the State of Michigan, for the Year 1851, Lansing: Ingals, Hedges and Co., State Printers, 1851, pp. 296-306.
Nov. 29, 1851
Expenditures

J. W. Price, paid $103.26 for plank for ditches.


Z. L. Holmes, paid $12.00 for clearing and ditching.


Jacob Demaray, paid $6.35 for plank and nails for ditching.


Jacob Demaray, paid $50.00 for grading and clearing.


Philip Harshman, paid $2.00 for clearing.


James H. Lobdell, paid $251.50 for ditching.


Patrick Martin, paid $10.63 for ditching.


J. H. Lobdell, paid $20.87 for ditching.


Jacob Demaray, paid $60.00 for ditching.


J. Moore, paid $2.00 for clearing.

John Jennings, paid $23.36 for clearing.


J. W. Price, paid $6.72 for ditches.


Source: State of Michigan: Joint Document No. 3, 1852: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for the Year December 1, 1850--November 30, 1851. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, 1852; p. 14.

Nov. 29, 1851
Expenditures
Ezra Wills, paid $137.50 for services as porter.


Dexter Mitchell, for repairs on Capitol and walks $18.43.


J. L. Turner, paid $1.25 for repairing seal press in Sec. of State’s office.

S. R. Greene, paid $12.50 for shelves and bookcase for Sec. of State’s office.


E. Teeter, paid $2.50 for work on Capitol.

D. Buck, paid $5.00 for repairing furniture.
D. P. Quackenbush, paid $2.75 for painting in Capitol.


Mrs. Codding, paid $1.16 for work on carpet.


Mrs. Sagendorph, paid $5.63 for washing.


Seth N. Doty, paid $.75 for work on Library room.


Mrs. O. C. Wiswell, paid $14.63 for bedding for Capitol.

Thomas Gallagher, paid $48.44 for candles for State offices.


John Swegles, Jr., paid $36.75 for board of porter.


S. R. Greene, paid $3.00 for pigeonholes for Treasurer’s Office.


M Mitchell, paid $1.65 for washing.


Patrick Lellis, paid $9.00 for sawing wood.


William Langhorn, paid $72.12 for services as porter.


O. S. Wiswell, paid $3.00 for furniture for Capitol House.

Source: State of Michigan: Joint Document No.3, 1852: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for the Year December 1, 1850--November 30, 1851. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, 1852; pp. 11-13.
Dec. l, 1851

Expenditure




John Long, paid $251.63 for ditching.

Source: State of Michigan: Joint Document No. 4, 1853: Annual Report of the Board of State Auditors for the Year December 1, 1851--November 30, 1852. Lansing: R.W. Ingals, State Printer, 1853; p. 13.

1851 (general)
Lansing; School Section Land; Clearing Timber


Legislature authorized "certain improvements on the school section in the village of Lansing (this act authorized the expenditure of $3,000 'in felling and clearing off the timber' on the section on which the capitol stood)."

Source: Henry Munson Utley and Byron M. Cutcheon: Michigan as a Province, Territory, and State: The Twenty-sixth Member of the Federal Union. Detroit: The Publishing Society of Michigan, 1906, p. 350.

