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SENATE BILL No. 1161 
 
 
December 4, 2014, Introduced by Senator ROBERTSON and referred to the Committee on Local 

Government and Elections. 
 
 
 
 A bill to amend 1954 PA 116, entitled 
 
"Michigan election law," 
 
(MCL 168.1 to 168.992) by adding section 547. 
 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT: 
 
 SEC. 547. (1) THE FAILURE OF THE CIRCULATOR OR AN ELECTOR WHO  1 
 
SIGNS A PETITION TO PRINT HIS OR HER NAME, TO PRINT HIS OR HER NAME  2 
 
IN THE LOCATION PRESCRIBED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE, OR TO ENTER A  3 
 
ZIP CODE OR HIS OR HER CORRECT ZIP CODE DOES NOT AFFECT THE  4 
 
VALIDITY OF THE SIGNATURE OF THE CIRCULATOR OR THE ELECTOR WHO  5 
 
SIGNS THE PETITION. A PRINTED NAME LOCATED IN THE SPACE PRESCRIBED  6 
 
FOR PRINTED NAMES DOES NOT CONSTITUTE THE SIGNATURE OF THE  7 
 
CIRCULATOR OR ELECTOR. IF AN ELECTOR DOES NOT INCLUDE HIS OR HER  8 
 
SIGNATURE, HIS OR HER STREET ADDRESS OR RURAL ROUTE, OR THE DATE OF  9 
 
SIGNING ON A PETITION AS REQUIRED UNDER SECTION 544C(1), THE  10 
 
ELECTOR'S SIGNATURE IS INVALID AND SHALL NOT BE COUNTED BY A FILING  11 
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 (2) THE CIRCULATOR OF A PETITION SHALL SIGN AND DATE THE  2 
 
CERTIFICATE OF CIRCULATOR BEFORE THE PETITION IS FILED. A  3 
 
CIRCULATOR SHALL NOT OBTAIN ELECTORS' SIGNATURES AFTER THE  4 
 
CIRCULATOR HAS SIGNED AND DATED THE CERTIFICATE OF CIRCULATOR. A  5 
 
FILING OFFICIAL SHALL NOT COUNT ELECTORS' SIGNATURES THAT WERE  6 
 
OBTAINED AFTER THE DATE THE CIRCULATOR SIGNED THE CERTIFICATE OR  7 
 
THAT ARE CONTAINED IN A PETITION THAT THE CIRCULATOR DID NOT SIGN  8 
 
AND DATE. 9 
 
 (3) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 544D, A PETITION SHEET SHALL  10 
 
NOT BE CIRCULATED IN MORE THAN 1 CITY OR TOWNSHIP AND EACH SIGNER  11 
 
OF A PETITION SHEET SHALL BE A REGISTERED ELECTOR OF THE CITY OR  12 
 
TOWNSHIP INDICATED IN THE HEADING OF THE PETITION SHEET. THE  13 
 
INVALIDITY OF 1 OR MORE SIGNATURES ON A PETITION DOES NOT AFFECT  14 
 
THE VALIDITY OF THE REMAINDER OF THE SIGNATURES ON THE PETITION. 15 
 
 (4) AN INDIVIDUAL SHALL NOT SIGN A PETITION MORE THAN ONCE. AN  16 
 
INDIVIDUAL SHALL NOT SIGN MORE NOMINATING PETITIONS FOR THE SAME  17 
 
OFFICE THAN THERE ARE PERSONS TO BE ELECTED TO THE OFFICE. AN  18 
 
INDIVIDUAL WHO VIOLATES THIS SUBSECTION IS GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR. 19 
 
 (5) AN INDIVIDUAL SHALL NOT DO ANY OF THE FOLLOWING: 20 
 
 (A) SIGN A PETITION WITH A NAME OTHER THAN HIS OR HER OWN. 21 
 
 (B) MAKE A FALSE STATEMENT IN A CERTIFICATE ON A PETITION. 22 
 
 (C) IF NOT A CIRCULATOR, SIGN A PETITION AS A CIRCULATOR. 23 
 
 (D) SIGN A NAME AS CIRCULATOR OTHER THAN HIS OR HER OWN. 24 
 
 (6) AN INDIVIDUAL WHO VIOLATES SUBSECTION (5) IS GUILTY OF A  25 
 
MISDEMEANOR PUNISHABLE BY A FINE OF NOT MORE THAN $500.00 OR  26 
 
IMPRISONMENT FOR NOT MORE THAN 93 DAYS, OR BOTH. 27 
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 (7) AN INDIVIDUAL SHALL NOT SIGN A PETITION WITH MORE THAN 1  1 
 
NAME OTHER THAN HIS OR HER OWN. AN INDIVIDUAL WHO VIOLATES THIS  2 
 
SUBSECTION IS GUILTY OF A FELONY. 3 
 
 (8) A PERSON WHO AIDS OR ABETS ANOTHER IN AN ACT THAT IS  4 
 
PROHIBITED BY THIS SECTION IS GUILTY OF THAT ACT. 5 
 
 Enacting section 1. This amendatory act does not take effect  6 
 
unless all of the following bills of the 97th Legislature are  7 
 
enacted into law: 8 
 
 (a) Senate Bill No.1167.                                      9 
 
           10 
 
 (b) Senate Bill No.1163.                                      11 
 
           12 
 
 (c) Senate Bill No.1164.                                         13 
 
           14 
 
 (d) Senate Bill No.1165.                                     15 
 
           16 
 
 (e) Senate Bill No.1166.                                       17 
 
           18 


