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 Rep. Switalski offered the following resolution: 
 House Resolution No. 49.    
 A resolution to memorialize the United States Congress to increase funding for research into 
the causes and treatment of autism and to improve training and support for individuals with autism 
and those who care for individuals with autism. 
 Whereas, Autism is a developmental disorder that is typically diagnosed during the first 3 
years of life, diminishing individuals’ ability to communicate and interact with others. It affects an 
estimated 1 in every 150 children in the United States and is 4 times more likely to occur in boys 
than in girls. Autism can affect anyone, regardless of race, ethnicity, or other factors; and 
 Whereas, It costs approximately $80,000 per year to treat an individual with autism in a 
medical center specializing in developmental disabilities. In addition to its impact on individuals and 
families, autism also has a major impact in the schools; and 
 Whereas, Parents and others seeking to help children with autism are aware of the shortage of 
appropriately trained teachers who have the skills and support necessary to teach, assist, and respond 
to special needs students, including those with autism, in our school systems; and 
 Whereas, While we recognize and support the federal government's more than 30-year-old 
commitment to provide states with 40 percent of the costs needed to educate children with disabilities 
under part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, there remains a great deal of need 
related to autism; and 
 Whereas, Despite the fact that autism is one of the most common developmental disorders, 
many professionals in the medical and educational fields are still unaware of the best methods to 
diagnose and treat the disorder; now, therefore, be it  
 Resolved by the House of Representatives, That we memorialize the United States Congress 
to increase federal funding for aggressive research to learn the root causes of autism, identify the best 
methods of early intervention and treatment, expand programs for individuals with autism across 
their life spans, and promote understanding of the special needs of people with autism; and be it 
further 
 Resolved, That copies of this resolution be transmitted to the President of the United States 
Senate, the Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, and the members of Michigan's 
congressional delegation. 


