
 

 

 
 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON TAX POLICY 

 
Room 519 House Office Building               Thursday, 11:45 a.m.            December 13, 2012 
 
Representative Jud Gilbert, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
Representative Gilbert requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the appointed 
committee members: 
 

Present:  Representatives Gilbert, Walsh, Horn, Farrington, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, Olson, 
Ouimet, Constan, Barnett, Kandrevas, Meadows, Townsend, Cavanagh and Hobbs.  

 Absent/Excused: Representative O'Brien. 
 

Representative Constan moved to approve the minutes of the meetings held on December 4, 
2012 and December 5, 2012. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Farrington, moved to excuse the absent member. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Walsh introduced Eric Larson (Non-Executive president of Olympia 
Development of Michigan), Michael McLauchlan (Vice-President Government Affairs of Illitch 
Holdings) and Steve Palms (Attorney for Miller Canfield) who gave the committee an overview 
of the Detroit Downtown Development Authority Catalyst project. 
Questions and discussion followed.  Mr. Larson, Mr. MacLauchlan and Mr. Palms also 
submitted written comments. 
 
The following testified on the Downtown Development Authority 
 
Thomas Lutz, representing the Michigan Regional Council of Carpenters (support) 
Mr. Lutz also submitted written comments. 
Nick Ciaramitaro, representing AFSCME (oppose) 
 
The following submitted testimony cards but did not speak. 
 
James McBryde and Mark Morante, representing the Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation (support) 
David Blaszkiewicz, representing the Invest Detroit, Downtown Detroit Partnership (support) 
Kenneth Cole, representing the City of Detroit (support) 
Art Papapanos, representing the Detroit Economic Growth Corporation (support) 
David Palsrok, representing the M-1 Rail (support) 



 

 

Larry Alexander, representing the Detroit Convention & Visitors Bureau (support) 
Jerry Griffin, representing the Wayne County Executive Robert Ficano (support) 
Tiffany Watrous, representing the Detroit Regional Chamber (support) 
 
The Chair laid SB 1298 before the committee. 
 
SB 1298 (Brandenburg) Income tax; collections; withholding requirement for certain 

members of a flow-through entity; clarify. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards on SB 1298 but did not testify. 
 
Richard Child, representing Senator Brandenburg's office (support) 
Howard Ryan, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury (support) 
Tricia Kinley, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce 
 
Representative Olson moved to report with recommendation SB 1298. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-6. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Gilbert, Walsh, Horn, Farrington, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, Olson, 
Ouimet, 

Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representatives Constan, Barnett, Meadows, Townsend, Cavanagh and Hobbs. 
 

SB 1298 reported with recommendation 
 
The Chair laid SB 1337 before the committee. 
 
SB 1337 (Jansen) Sales tax; exemptions; exemptions for fund-raising by nonprofits 

and charities; clarify. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards on SB 1337 but did not speak. 
 
Marnie Wills, representing Senator Mark Jansen's office (support) 
Howard Ryan, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury (support) 
Kyle Caldwell, representing the Michigan Nonprofit Association (support) 
Paul Stankewitz, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference (support) 
 
Kyle Caldwell, representing the Michigan Nonprofit Association, submitted written comments  
on SB 1337 
 
Representative Horn moved to report with recommendation SB 1337. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-5. 
 



 

 

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas: Representatives Gilbert, Walsh, Horn, Farrington, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, Olson, 

Ouimet and Hobbs, 
Nays: None, 

 Pass: Representatives Constan, Barnett, Meadows, Townsend and Cavanagh. 
 

SB 1337 reported with recommendation 
 

The Chair laid SB 970 before the committee. 
 
SB 970 (Johnson) Income tax; city; maximum tax rate for residents and nonresidents 

within certain cities; establish, and eliminate rollback. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards on SB 970 but did not speak. 
 
Kenneth Cole, representing the City of Detroit (support) 
Howard Ryan, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury (support) 
 
Representative Foster moved to report with recommendation SB 970. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-5. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Gilbert, Walsh, Horn, Farrington, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, Olson, 
Ouimet and Constan, 

Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representatives Barnett, Meadows, Townsend, Cavanagh and Hobbs. 
 

SB 970 reported with recommendation. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair, Representative Gilbert, 
adjourned the meeting, the time being 12:40 p.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Jud Gilbert, Chair                           David C. Mead 

Committee Clerk 
December 13, 2012 

________________________________               55 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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