
 

 

 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS  

 
 
Tuesday, December 4, 2012                 10:30 a.m.                  Room 327 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the Chair.   
  
Members present: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
Member absent/excused: None. 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to approve the minutes of the November 27, 2012 meeting. There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5641 before the committee: 
  
HB 5641 (O'Brien) Children; protection; central registry records; require certain notifications 

to recipients regarding expungement and limit maintenance of records to 
10 years. 

 
Representative O'Brien moved to report out HB 5641 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 8-0-0. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None.  
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid SB 1240 before the committee: 
 
SB 1240 (Hildenbrand) Torts; liability; social services agency; grant immunity for providing 

child social welfare programs. 
 
Fred Schaible, representing Senator Hildenbrand's office, and Randy Zylstra, representing Wedgwood 
and the Association of Accredited Child and Family Agencies, testified in support of the bill. Questions 
and discussion followed. 
 
Representative O'Brien offered the following amendments: 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 9, after "to" by striking out "subsection (3)" and inserting 
"subsections (3) and (4)". 
 2. Amend page 2, line 13, after "to" by striking out "subsection (3)" and inserting 
"subsections (3) and (4)". 
 3. Amend page 2, following line 23, by inserting:  
 "(4) This section does not apply if the conduct that causes personal injury or property damage is 
prohibited by law and a violation of the prohibition is punishable by imprisonment.". 
 4. Amend page 3, line 2, after "negligence" by striking out "and" and inserting a comma. 
 5. Amend page 3, line 3, after "misconduct" by inserting a comma and "and was not 
punishable by imprisonment". 



 

 

 
Representative Hooker moved to adopt the amendments to SB 1240.  The motion prevailed. 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative O'Brien offered the following amendments: 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 7, by striking out "or". 
 2. Amend page 1, line 7, after "program" by inserting a comma and "or behavior health or 
early education services". 
 
 
Representative Hooker moved to adopt the amendments to SB 1240.  The motion prevailed. 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Steve Hicks, representing the Michigan Association for Justice, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
Todd Tennis, representing the Negligence Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan, testified in 
opposition to the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
David Kallman and Elizabeth Warner, representing themselves as Attorneys, testified in opposition to the 
bill. 
 
The following people submitted cards in opposition to the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Michelle Weemhoff, representing the Michigan Council on Crime and Delinquency. 
Jane Zehnder-Merrell, representing the Michigan League for Public Policy. 
Maxine Thome, representing the National Association of Social Workers of Michigan. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Janet Reynolds Snyder, representing the Michigan Federation for Children and Families. 
Tom Hickson, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference. 
Karyn Ferrick and Steve Yager, representing the Department of Human Services. 
Gary Bennett, representing Bethany Christian Services. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out SB 1240 with recommendation, as amended, as substitute (H-
1). The motion prevailed 6-3-0. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 

Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon. 
 Nays: Reps. Slavens, Lane, Stapleton.  
 Pass: None.  
 



 

 

The Chair laid SB 1232 before the committee: 
 
SB 1232 (Emmons) Children; adoption; Michigan Indian family preservation act (MIFPA); 

create. 
 
Homer Mandoka, Chairman of the Nottawaseppi Huron Band of the Potawatowi, Honorable Allie 
Greenleaf Maldonado, representing the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians, and Judge Tim 
Connors, representing the Michigan Judges Association and State Court Administration Office - Tribal 
State Courts, testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Cami Pendell, representing the Michigan Judges Association. 
Kathryn Fort, representing the Indigenous Law and Policy Center. 
Margaret Connors, representing herself. 
Dan MacNeil, representing himself. 
Maribeth Preston, representing herself. 
Michele Stanley, representing the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. 
Brittany Koehler, representing Senator Emmons's office. 
Karyn Ferrick, representing the Department of Human Services. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out SB 1232 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None.  
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid SB 467 before the committee: 
 
SB 467 (Jones) Insurance; annuities; regulation of annuity sales; provide for. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
David Zible, representing the Jackson National Life. 
Brad Comment, representing the National Association of Insurance and Financial Advisors of Michigan. 
Cami Pendell, representing the Michigan Judges Association. 
Rob Anderson, representing Farm Bureau Insurance. 
Jenita Moore, representing the Office of Financial and Insurance Regulation. 
 
Larry Kish, representing the Life Insurance Association of Michigan, Ryan Luke, representing Senator 
Jones's office, and Frank Venoto, representing the American Council of Life Insurers, testified in support 
of the bill. 
 
Representative O'Brien offered the following amendment: 
 
 1. Amend page 13, line 18, by striking out all of enacting section 2 and inserting:  
 "Enacting section 2. This amendatory act takes effect June 1, 2013.". 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to adopt the amendment to SB 467.  The motion prevailed. 7-0-0. 
 



 

 

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Lane. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid the committee at ease, the time being 11:40 a.m. 
 
The Chair brought the committee back to order, the time being 11:42 a.m. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out SB 467 with recommendation, as amended. The motion 
prevailed 7-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Lane. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5763 and HB 5764 before the committee: 
 
HB 5763 (Kurtz) Children; adoption; objection to placements by child placing agency 

based on religious or moral convictions; allow. 
  
HB 5764 (Kurtz) Children; adoption; licensure of child placing agency that objects to 

placements on religious or moral grounds; allow. 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5763. The motion prevailed 5-0-1. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Hooker, Rendon. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: Rep. Lane. 
 
The following people submitted cards in opposition to the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Dr. Judith Kovach, representing the Michigan Project for Inform and Public Policy. 
Maxine Thome, representing the National Association of Social Workers of Michigan. 
 
Kent, Diego and Lucas Love-Ramirez, representing themselves, testified in opposition to the bills. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Karyn Ferrick and Steve Yager, representing the Department of Human Services, testified in support of 
the bills. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Tom Hickson, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference, submitted a card in support of the bills, 
but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to report out HB 5763 with recommendation, as substitute (H-1). The 
motion prevailed 6-2-0. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon. 



 

 

 Nays: Reps. Slavens, Stapleton. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5764. The motion prevailed 8-0-0. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to report out HB 5764 with recommendation, as substitute (H-1). The 
motion prevailed 6-2-0. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon. 
 Nays: Reps. Slavens, Stapleton. 
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid SB 1132 before the committee: 
 
SB 1132 (Pappageorge) Children; adoption; petition for adoption; allow a married spouse to 

adopt an adult individually under certain circumstances. 
 
Amanda Comment, representing Senator Pappageorge's office, and Perry Driggs, representing himself, 
testified in support of the bill. 
 
Karyn Ferrick, representing the Department of Human Services, submitted a card in support of the bill, 
but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out SB 1132 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 8-0-0. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None.  
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid SB 1242 before the committee: 
 
SB 1242 (Emmons) Children; child care; requirements for certification in cardiopulmonary 

resuscitation and release of certain records; modify. 
 
Karyn Ferrick, representing the Department of Human Services, testified in support of the bill. Questions 
and discussion followed. 
 
James Sinnamon, representing the Department of Human Services, submitted a card in support of the bill, 
but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out SB 1242 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 8-0-0. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Stapleton. 



 

 

 Nays: None.  
 Pass: None. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 12:06 p.m. 
 
Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair______________________________________ 
  
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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