
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS  

 
 
Tuesday, November 27, 2012                 10:30 a.m.                  Room 327 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the Chair.   
  
Members present: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
Member absent/excused: None. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to approve the minutes of the September 27, 2012 meeting. There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid SB 246 and HB 4555 before the committee: 
 
SB 246 (Schuitmaker) Juveniles; criminal procedure; juvenile competency standards; revise. 
   
HB 4555 (Lipton) Juveniles; criminal procedure; juvenile competency and culpability; 

clarify. 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to SB 246. The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Haines offered the following amendments to SB 246 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 3, line 19, after "EVALUATION" by striking out "OR" and inserting a 
comma and "DIAGNOSIS, AND". 
 2. Amend page 3, line 26, after "A" by striking out the balance of the page through 
"LICENSED" on line 1 of page 4 and inserting "MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONAL OTHER 
THAN A PSYCHIATRIST OR". 
 3. Amend page 4, line 4, after "IN" by inserting "ALL OF". 
 4. Amend page 4, line 7, after "EVALUATION" by striking out "OR" and inserting a 
comma and "DIAGNOSIS, AND". 
 5. Amend page 15, following line 17, by inserting:  
 "Enacting section 1. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Bill No. 4555 of the 
96th Legislature is enacted into law.".  
   
Representative Haines moved to adopt the amendments to SB 246 (H-1).  The motion prevailed. 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 



 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Rebecca DeVooght, representing Senator Schuitmaker's Office. 
Shelli Weisberg, representing American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan. 
Paul Stankewitz, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference. 
 
The following people submitted cards in opposition to the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Alan Bolter, representing the Michigan Association of Community Health Boards. 
Ben Bodkin, representing the Michigan Association of Counties. 
 
Carol Holden, representing the Michigan Department of Community Health, testified in opposition to the 
bills. 
 
Julie McMurtry, representing the Oakland County Prosecutor, testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out SB 246 with recommendation, as amended, as substitute (H-2). 
The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to adopt substitute (H-2) to HB 4555. The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Lane offered the following amendments to HB 4555 (H-2): 
 
 1. Amend page 12, line 20, after "OR" by striking out "LICENSED". 
 2. Amend page 12, line 26, after "EVALUATION" by striking out "OR" and inserting a 
comma and  "DIAGNOSIS, AND". 
 3. Amend page 24, following line 1, by inserting:  
 "Enacting section 1. This amendatory act does not take effect unless Senate Bill No. 246 of the 
96th Legislature is enacted into law.".  
   
Representative Lane moved to adopt the amendments to HB 4555 (H-2). The motion prevailed. 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Rendon moved to report out HB 4555 with recommendation, as amended, as substitute 
(H-3). The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
  



FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5641 before the committee: 
 
HB 5641 (O'Brien) Children; protection; central registry records; require certain notifications 

to recipients regarding expungement and limit maintenance of records to 
10 years. 

   
Representative O'Brien, Colin Parks and Karyn Ferrick, both representing the Michigan Department of 
Human Services, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Elizabeth Warner, representing herself as an attorney, testified in support of the bill. 
 
The Chair turned the gavel over to Vice-Chair O'Brien. 
 
The Vice-Chair laid HB 5763 and HB 5764 before the committee: 
 
HB 5763 (Kurtz) Children; adoption; objection to placements by child placing agency 

based on religious or moral convictions; allow. 
  
HB 5764 (Kurtz) Children; adoption; licensure of child placing agency that objects to 

placements on religious or moral grounds; allow. 
 
Chairman Kurtz testified in support of his bills. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Vice-Chair O'Brien returned the gavel to Chairman Kurtz. 
 
Tom Hickson, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference, testified in support of the bills. Questions 
and discussion followed. 
 
Randy Block, representing the Michigan Unitarian Universalist Social Justice Network, testified in 
opposition to the bills. 
 
Ray Holman, representing the UAW Local 6000, testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
Marc Shaberman, representing the Secular Coalition for Michigan, testified in opposition to the bills. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Jay Kaplan, representing the American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan, testified in opposition to the 
bills. 
 
Emily Dievendorf, representing Equality Michigan, testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
The following people submitted cards in opposition to the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Mary Pollock, representing the Michigan National Organization for Women. 
Denise Brogan-Kator, representing the Family Equality Council. 
 



The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Amy Hawkins, representing the Citizens for Traditional Values. 
Dan Jarvis, representing the Michigan Family Forum. 
 
Reverend Jeff Liebmann, representing himself, testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
William Blecquiere, representing Bethany Christian Services, testified in support of the bills. Questions 
and discussion followed. 
 
Edward Rivet, representing the Right to Life of Michigan, testified in support of the bills. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 12:14 p.m. 
 
Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair______________________________________ 
  
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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