
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS  

 
 
Thursday, September 27, 2012                 10:00 a.m.                  Room 327 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the 
Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
Member absent/excused: Rep. Haines. 
 
The Chair laid SB 246, SB 247, HB 4555 and HB 4556 before the committee: 
 
SB 246 (Schuitmaker) Juveniles; criminal procedure; juvenile competency standards; 

revise. 
 
SB 247 (Schuitmaker) Juveniles; criminal procedure; juvenile competency and 

culpability; clarify. 
 
HB 4555 (Lipton) Juveniles; criminal procedure; juvenile competency and 

culpability; clarify. 
 
HB 4556 (Lipton) Juveniles; criminal procedure; juvenile competency standards; 

revise. 
 
Christine Nace, representing the Michigan Counseling Association, testified in support of the 
bills.  She also submitted written material. 
 
Jim Blundo, representing the Michigan Mental Health Counselors Association, testified in 
support of the bills.  He also submitted written material. 
 
Alan Bolter, representing the Michigan Association of Community Mental Health Boards, 
testified in opposition to the bills.  He also submitted written material. 
 
Representative Rendon moved to approve the minutes of the September 19, 2012 meeting. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Heise moved to excuse Representative Haines. There being no objection, the 
motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Ben Bodkin, representing the Michigan Association of Counties, testified on the bills. 
 
Rebecca DeVooght, representing Senator Schuitmaker, testified in support of the bills and 
answered questions. 



 
Representative Lipton testified in support of the bills and answered questions. 
 
Lynda Zeller, representing the Michigan Department of Community Health, submitted a 
testimony card in support of the bills, but did not speak. 
 
Michelle Weemhoff, representing the Michigan Council on Crime and Delinquency, submitted a 
testimony card in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 10:50 
a.m. 
 
Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair______________________________________ 
  
Jean Hamelin, Acting Committee Clerk 
jhamelin@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5632 
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