
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS  

 
 
Tuesday, September 27, 2011                 10:30 a.m.                    Room 327 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the 
Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, 
Stapleton. 
 
Representative Rendon moved to approve the minutes of the September 13, 2011 meeting. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Slavens moved to approve the minutes of the September 22, 2011 meeting. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid SB 160 and SB 161 before the committee: 
 
SB 160 Meekhof Health; abortion; partial-birth abortions; prohibit. 
  
SB 161 Hansen Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines 

for crime of performing partial-birth abortion; enact. 
 
Ed Rivet, representing the Right to Life of Michigan, testified in support of the bills. Questions 
and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Kurtz offered the following amendment to SB 160: 
 
 1. Amend page 2, following line 18, by inserting:  
 "(6) THIS SECTION DOES NOT CREATE A RIGHT TO ABORTION. 
  (7) NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS SECTION, A 
PERSON SHALL NOT PERFORM AN ABORTION THAT IS PROHIBITED BY LAW. 
  (8) NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO REPEAL 
OR AMEND, EXPLICITLY OR BY IMPLICATION, ANY PROVISION OF LAW 
PROHIBITING OR REGULATING ABORTION, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED 
TO, SECTION 14, 15, 322, OR 323." and renumbering the remaining subsection. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to adopt the amendment. The motion prevailed 7-2-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Lane. 
 Nays: Reps. Slavens, Stapleton. 
 Pass: None. 



 
Representative Slavens offered the following amendment to SB 160: 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 1, by striking out all of subsection (3) and inserting:  
 "(3) IT IS NOT A VIOLATION OF SUBSECTION (2) IF IN THE PHYSICIAN'S 
REASONABLE MEDICAL JUDGMENT A PARTIAL-BIRTH ABORTION IS 
NECESSARY TO SAVE THE LIFE OR PRESERVE THE HEALTH OF A MOTHER 
WHOSE LIFE OR HEALTH IS ENDANGERED.". 
 
Representative Stapleton moved to adopt the amendment. The motion did not prevailed 2-7-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Slavens, Stapleton. 
 Nays: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Lane.   
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Stapleton offered the following amendment to SB 160: 
 
1. Amend page 2, following line 18, by inserting:  
 "(6) THIS SECTION DOES NOT APPLY IF THE PHYSICIAN IS TREATING A 
WOMAN WHOSE PREGNANCY IS THE RESULT OF INCEST OR RAPE." and 
renumbering the remaining subsection. 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt the amendment. The motion did not prevailed 3-6-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon.   
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out SB 160 with recommendation as amended. The motion 
prevailed 7-2-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Lane. 
 Nays: Reps. Slavens, Stapleton. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to report out SB 161 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 
7-2-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Lane. 
 Nays: Reps. Slavens, Stapleton. 
 Pass: None. 
 



Tom Hickson, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference, submitted a card in support of the 
bills, but did not wish to speak. 
 
The following people submitted cards in opposition to the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Mary Pollock, representing the Michigan National Organization for Woman. 
Sarah Scranton, representing Planned Parenthood Advocates of Michigan. 
Shelli Weisberg, representing the American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan. 
Bill Kandler, representing the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 10:46 
a.m. 
 
Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair______________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Families, Children, and Seniors Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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