MINUTESOF THE COMMITTEE
ON
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS

Tuesday, September 13, 2011 10:30 am. Room 327 House Office Building

The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the
Chair.

Members present: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Stapleton.
Members absent/excused: Rep. Lane

Representative Slavens moved to excuse Representative Lane. There being no objection, the
motion prevailed by unanimous consent.

Representative O'Brien moved to approve the minutes of the June 28, 2011 meeting. There being
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.

The Chair placed the committee at ease at the call of the chair, the time being 10:34 am.
The Chair called the committee back to order, the time being 10:37 am.

The Chair laid SB 435, SB 436, SB 437, SB 438, SB 439 and SB 440 before the committee:

SB 435  Caswell Children; foster care; age digibility for young adult foster care
program, guardianship assistance, and adoption assistance; extend to
the age of 21.

SB 436  Emmons Juveniles; other; certain services provided to juveniles; modify age

criteriafor continuing jurisdiction.

SB 437  Jansen Human services, children's services; definition of child; modify age
criteriato remain award of the Michigan children'singtitute.

SB 438  Moolenaar Children; child care; definition of child; modify age criteria for child
care organizations.

SB 439  Nofs Children; guardians; definition of child; modify age criteria to
continue to receive guardianship assistance.

SB 440  Proos Human services; children's services; definition of child; modify age
criteriato remain in foster care and receive adoption subsidy.

Karyn Ferrick and Cindy Compau, representing the Michigan Department of Human Services,
testified in support of the bills.



Kevin Koorstra, representing the House Fiscal Agency, discussed the fiscal impact of the bills.
Questions and discussion followed.

Bill Kandler, representing the Michigan Probate Judges Association, testified in support of the
bills. Questions and discussion followed.

Patricia Hartig, representing Lutheran Social Services, testified in support of the bills.
Judith Faye, representing Michigan for Parental Rights, testified in opposition to the bills.

John Tuinstra, representing the Citizens for Parental Rights, testified in opposition to the hills.
Questions and discussion followed.

The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak:
Tom Hickson, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference.
Dan Jarvis, representing the Michigan Family Forum.

Cia Segerlind, representing the Michigan County Social Service Association.

There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:16
am.

Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair

Angie Lake, Committee Clerk

House Families, Children, and Seniors Committee
alake@house.mi.gov

(517) 373-5795
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