
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS  

 
 
Tuesday, May 22, 2012                 10:30 a.m.                    Room 327 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the 
Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
Member absent/excused: Rep. Rendon. 
 
Representative Heise moved to approve the minutes of the May 15, 2012 meeting. There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5572 before the committee: 
 
HB 5572 Lyons Human services; other; support for certain voluntary home visiting 

programs for new and expectant families; clarify. 
 
Representative Lyons and Amy Zaagman, representing the Michigan Council for Maternal and 
Child Health, testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Dawn Scharer, representing the Genesee County Health Department, and Tiffany Pierce, 
representing the Strong Beginnings Program, testified in support of the bill. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Dr. Joel Kahn, representing the March of Dimes, testified in support of the bill. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Chris Glass, representing the Grand Rapids Chamber, testified in support of the bill.  
 
Brian Mackie, Prosecutor of Washtenaw County, and Dwain Dennis, Sheriff of Ionia County, 
testified in support of the bill. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Denis Sloan, representing the Michigan Chapter Academy of Pediatrics. 
Jane Zehner-Merrell, representing the Michigan League for Human Services. 
Jean Doss, representing Jack Kresnak for Michigan's Children. 
Pat Sorenson, representing Early Childhood Investment Corp. 
Scott Dzurka, representing the Michigan Association of United Ways. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to excuse Representative Rendon. There being no objection, the 
motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 



 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:32 
a.m. 
 
Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair______________________________________ 
  
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Families, Children, and Seniors Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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