
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS  

 
 
Tuesday, May 8, 2012                 10:30 a.m.                    Room 327 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the 
Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, 
Stapleton. 
Member absent/excused: None. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to approve the minutes of the May 1, 2012 meeting. There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5223 before the committee: 
   
HB 5223 Farrington Human services; services or financial assistance; applicant 

substance abuse testing; include in eligibility criteria for family 
independence assistance program benefits. 

 
Representative Rendon moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5223. The motion prevailed 9-0-
0. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Heise, Haines, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None.   
 
Representative Farrington testified in support of his bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
John Andrews and Noah Smith, both representing the Michigan Association of Substance Abuse 
Coordinating Agencies, testified in opposition to the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Gilda Jacobs and Melissa Smith, both representing the Michigan League for Human Services, 
testified in opposition to the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted cards in opposition to the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Bill Kandler, representing the Mental Health Association. 
Terri Stangl, representing the Center for Civil Justice. 
Judy Karandjeff, representing the League of Women Voters of Michigan. 
 
 



Karyn Ferrick and Jeff Cook, both representing the Department of Human Services, testified 
with a neutral position on the bill. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:27 
a.m. 
 
Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair______________________________________ 
  
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Families, Children, and Seniors Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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