
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS  

 
 
Tuesday, May 3, 2011                   10:30 a.m.                    Room 327 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 
Representative Heise moved to approve the minutes of the April 26, 2011 meeting. There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4409 and HB 4410 before the committee: 
 
HB 4409 Horn Human services; services or financial assistance; general revisions to 

family independence program assistance benefits; provide for. 
 
HB 4410 Tyler Human services; services or financial assistance; exemptions to jet 

program participation requirements; clarify. 
 
Substitute (H-1) to HB 4409 and substitute (H-1) to HB 4410 were adopted in a previous committee 
meeting. 
 
The following individuals submitted cards in opposition to the bills and did not wish to speak: 
 
Peter Ruark, representing the Michigan League for Human Services 
Jackie Doig, representing the Center for Civil Justice 
Tom Hickson, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference 
 
Mary Lindeman, representing Cannabis Patients United, submitted a testimony card. 
 
Chairman Kurtz offered the following amendments to HB 4409 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 21, line 22, after "imposed." by reinserting "For the purpose of this 
subsection, good cause is 1 or more of the following: 
 (a) The recipient suffers from a temporary debilitating illness or injury or an immediate 
family member has a debilitating illness or injury and the recipient is needed in the home to care for 
the family member. 
 (b) The recipient lacks child care as described in section 407(e)(2) of the personal 
responsibility and work opportunity reconciliation act of 1996, Public Law 104-193, 42 USC 
607(e)(2). 
 (c) Either employment or training commuting time is more than 2 hours per day or is more 
than 3 hours per day when there are unique and compelling circumstances, such as a salary at least 
twice the applicable minimum wage or the job is the only available job placement within a 3-hour 
commute per day, not including the time necessary to transport a child to child care facilities. 
 (d) Transportation is not available to the recipient at a reasonable cost. 



 (e) The employment or participation involves illegal activities. 
 (f) The recipient is physically or mentally unfit to perform the job, as documented by medical 
evidence or by reliable information from other sources. 
 (g) The recipient is illegally discriminated against on the basis of age, race, disability, gender, 
color, national origin, or religious beliefs. 
 (h) Credible information or evidence establishes 1 or more unplanned or unexpected events 
or factors that reasonably could be expected to prevent, or significantly interfere with, the recipient's 
compliance with employment and training requirements. 
 (i) The recipient quit employment to obtain comparable employment.". 
 2. Amend page 22, following line 26, by inserting:  
 "(4) THE DEPARTMENT MAY PROMULGATE RULES IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES ACT OF 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 TO 
24.328, IDENTIFYING OTHER REASONS FOR GOOD CAUSE UNDER THIS SECTION. 
ANY RULE PROMULGATED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION SHALL NOT APPLY 1 YEAR 
AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE AMENDATORY ACT THAT ADDED THIS 
SUBSECTION." and renumbering the remaining subsections. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to adopt the amendments. 
 
The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None.   
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Rendon offered the following amendment to HB 4409 (H-1): 
 
1. Amend page 29, line 5, after "57p." by striking out the balance of the line through 
"REQUIREMENTS." on line 15 and inserting "ANY MONTH IN WHICH A RECIPIENT HAS 
BEEN EXEMPTED FROM THE JET PROGRAM UNDER SECTION 57F(3) OR (4)(B) 
SHALL BE NOT COUNTED TOWARD THE CUMULATIVE TOTAL OF 48 MONTHS IN 
A LIFETIME FOR FAMILY INDEPENDENCE PROGRAM ASSISTANCE.". 
 
Representative Haines moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
The motion prevailed 6-3-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon. 
 Nays: Reps. Slavens, Lane, Stapleton.   
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative O'Brien offered the following amendments to HB 4409(H-1): 
 

1. Amend page 20, line 24, after "of" by striking out "THIS SECTION" and inserting 
"SUBSECTIONS (1) TO (4)". 
 2. Amend page 29, line 27, after "OF" by striking out "AN APPLICANT'S" and 
inserting "THE FAMILY INDEPENDENCE PROGRAM ASSISTANCE GROUP'S". 



 3. Amend page 30, line 4, after the first "OF" by striking out "A RECIPIENT'S" and 
inserting "THE FAMILY INDEPENDENCE PROGRAM ASSISTANCE GROUP'S". 
 4. Amend page 30, line 5, after the first "THE" by striking out "RECIPIENT'S" and 
inserting "FAMILY INDEPENDENCE PROGRAM ASSISTANCE GROUP'S". 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to adopt the amendments. 
 
The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None.   
 Pass: None. 
 
Deputy Director Brian Rooney, representing the Michigan Department of Human Services, answered 
questions on amendments to HB 4409 (H-1). 
 
Representative Slavens offered the following amendment to HB 4409 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 24, after "(ii)" by striking out "Age 18" and inserting "NOT 
LESS THAN AGE 18, BUT NOT MORE THAN AGE 20". 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
The motion did not prevail 3-6-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon.   
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Slavens offered the following amendment to HB 4409 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 12, line 26, after "visit" by striking out "OR" and reinserting "and". 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt the amendment. 
The motion did not prevail 2-6-1. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Slavens, Lane. 
 Nays: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon.   
 Pass: Rep. Stapleton. 
 
Representative Slavens offered the following amendment to HB 4409 (H-1): 
 
 1.  Amend page 20, line 20, after "than" by striking out "6" and reinserting "3". 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt the amendment. 
 



The motion did not prevail 3-6-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon.   
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Slavens offered the following amendments to HB 4409 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 29, line 6, by striking out "EITHER" and reinserting "any". 
 2. Amend page 29, line 6, after "following" by striking out "OCCURS" and reinserting 
"occur". 
 3. Amend page 29, following line 15, by reinserting:  
 "(c) The unemployment rate in the county in which the recipient resides is 25% above the 
state average for unemployment.". 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt the amendments. 
 
The motion did not prevail 3-6-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon.   
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Stapleton offered the following amendment to HB 4409 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 15, line 24, after "school." by inserting "The minor parent shall be 
allowed to fulfill this obligation in an approved academic setting.". 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
The motion did not prevail 3-6-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon.   
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Lane offered the following amendment to HB 4410 (H-1): 
 

1. Amend page 6, line 7, by striking out all of subdivision (b) and inserting:  
 "(B) AN INDIVIDUAL FOR WHOM CERTAIN PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 
HAVE BEEN WAIVED UNDER SECTION 56I. AN EXEMPTION UNDER THIS 
SUBDIVISION SHALL NOT EXCEED A PERIOD OF 90 DAYS WITHOUT A REVIEW BY 
A DEPARTMENT CASEWORKER.". 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt the amendment. 
 



The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None.   
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to report HB 4409 (H-1) with recommendation as amended, as 
substitute (H-2) 
 
The motion prevailed 7-1-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Lane. 
 Nays: Rep. Stapleton.   
 Pass: Rep. Slavens. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to report HB 4410 (H-1) with recommendation as amended, as 
substitute (H-2) 
 
The motion prevailed 7-1-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Lane. 
 Nays: Rep. Stapleton.   
 Pass: Rep. Slavens. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:10 a.m. 
 
Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair______________________________________ 
 
Patricia Tremblay-Pluta, Committee Clerk 
House Families, Children, and Seniors Committee 
ptremblay@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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