
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS  

 
 
Tuesday, March 22, 2011                   10:30 a.m.                    Room 327 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the 
Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, 
Stapleton. 
 
Sujay Dewan, representing the Boy Scouts of America, Great Lakes Council, gave a presentation 
before the committee. The Chair also acknowledged the many other scouts present in the 
audience. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4258 before the Committee: 
 
HB 4258 Lyons Records; birth; heirloom birth certificates; create, allow for fee 

collection, and earmark revenue. 
 
Representative Lyons testified in support of her bill. Mike Foley, representing the Children's 
Trust Fund, joined Representative Lyons to testify in support of the bill. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report HB 4258 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 9-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton 
 Nays: None.   
 Pass: None 
 
The Chair laid HB 4381, HB 4382 and HB 4383 before the committee: 
 
HB 4381 Kurtz Children; adoption; department designee to consent to adoption; 

allow. 
 
HB 4382 Rendon Children; guardians; Michigan children's institute superintendent's 

consent authority; expand to include consent for guardianships. 
 
HB 4383 Heise Children; guardians; Michigan children's institute superintendent's 

designee to consent to guardianship; allow. 
 

Karyn Ferrick, representing the Michigan Department of Human Services, testified in support of 
the bills.  
 



Bill Johnson, the Michigan Children's Institute Superintendent, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Judge Elwood Brown, representing the Michigan Probate Judges Association, testified in support 
of the bills. 
 
Representative Lane moved to approve the minutes of the March 15, 2011 meeting. There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:07 
a.m. 
 
Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair______________________________________ 
 
Patricia Tremblay-Pluta, Committee Clerk 
House Families, Children, and Seniors Committee 
ptremblay@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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