
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS  

 
 
Tuesday, March 20, 2012                 10:30 a.m.                    Room 327 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
Member absent/excused: None 
 
Representative Rendon moved to approve the minutes of the March 13, 2012 meeting. There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5441 and SB 461 before the committee: 
 
HB 5441 Hughes Probate; guardians and conservators; duties of guardian ad litem; 

revise. 
 
SB 461 Schuitmaker Probate; guardians and conservators; miscellaneous provisions in 

EPIC regarding legally incapacitated and other protected and 
vulnerable individuals; revise. 

 
Representative Hughes testified in support of her bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Arika Sinnott, representing Senator Schuitmaker's office, and Constance Brigman, representing the 
Probate and Estate Planning Council of the State Bar of Michigan, testified in support of SB 461. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Brad Geller, representing the State Long Term Care Ombudsman, testified in support of SB 461. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Judge Milton Mack, representing the Michigan Probate Judges Association, testified in support of SB 
461. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of SB 461, but did not wish to speak: 
 
David Worthams, representing the Michigan Bankers Association. 
Ellen Hoekstra, representing the Elder Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan. 
Mel Hega, representing the Michigan County Social Services Association. 
  
The following people submitted cards in support of both HB 5441 and SB 461, but did not wish to 
speak: 
 
Cynthia Farrell, representing the Department of Human Services, Office of Adult Services. 
Tom Hickson, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference. 
John Hilliard, representing the Kalamazoo County Advocates for Senior Issues. 



 
The Chair laid SB 1005 before the committee: 
   
SB 1005 Emmons Juveniles; other; certain child development training for lawyer-

guardian ad litem; require, and modify termination of parental rights 
provisions. 

 
Brittany Koehler, representing Senator Emmons's office, testified in support of the bills. Questions 
and discussion followed. 
 
Colin Parks and Steve Yager, both representing the Department of Human Services, testified on the 
bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
John Tuinstra, representing the Citizens for Parental Rights, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Mel Hega, representing the Michigan County Social Services Association. 
John Hilliard, representing the Kalamazoo County Advocates for Senior Issues. 
 
The Chair laid SB 455, SB 459 and SB 465 before the committee: 
 
SB 455 Rocca Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines for 

certain fraud violations; revise. 
  
SB 459 Emmons Crimes; embezzlement; crime of obtaining signature by fraud and 

penalties for financial exploitation of vulnerable adults; increase 
under certain circumstances. 

 
SB 465 Hildenbrand Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines for 

crime of financial exploitation of vulnerable adult; revise to reflect 
increased penalties. 

 
Representative Hooker moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to SB 455. The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None.  
 
Representative Lane moved to report out SB 455 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). The 
motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None.  
 
Representative Haines moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to SB 465. The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 



 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None.  
    
Representative Rendon moved to report out SB 465 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). The 
motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None.  
 
Representative Haines moved to report out SB 459 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 9-0-
0. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None.  
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
  
Tom Hickson, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference. 
Kate White, representing the Elder Law of Michigan. 
David Worthams, representing the Michigan Bankers Association. 
Ellen Hoekstra, representing the Elder Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan. 
John Hilliard, representing the Kalamazoo County Advocates for Senior Issues. 
 
Mel Hega, representing the Michigan County Social Services Association, submitted a card in 
support of SB 459 and SB 465, but did not wish to speak. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:45 a.m. 
 
Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair______________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Families, Children, and Seniors Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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