MINUTESOF THE COMMITTEE
ON
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS
Tuesday, March 15, 2011 10:30 am. Room 327 House Office Building

The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the
Chair.

Members present: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane,
Stapleton.

Representative Hooker moved to approve the minutes of the March 8, 2011 meeting. There being
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.

The Chair laid HB 4409 and HB 4410 before the committee:

HB 4409 Horn Human services; services or financial assistance; genera revisions
to family independence program assistance benefits; provide for.

HB 4410 Tyler Human services; services or financial assistance; exemptions to jet
program participation requirements; clarify.

Representative Horn and Representative Tyler testified in support of their bills. Question and
discussion followed.

Deputy Director Brian Rooney and Karyn Ferrick, representing the Michigan Department of
Human Services, testified on the bills. Questions and discussion followed.

Tom Hickson, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference, testified in opposition to the hills.

Karen Holcomb Merrill, representing the Michigan League for Human Services, testified in
opposition to the bills. She also submitted written testimony.

Jackie Doig, representing the Center for Civil Justice, testified in opposition to the bills. She also
submitted written testimony.

Kathy Hagenian, representing the Michigan Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence,
testified on the bills.

Kathleen Brockel, representing United Cerebral Palsy of Michigan, testified in opposition to the
bills.



The following individuals submitted cards in opposition to the bills, but did not wish to speak:

Kathleen Johnston-Calati, representing the Michigan Disability Rights Coalition
Jean Doss on behalf of Jack Kresnak, representing Voices for Michigan's Children.

Ross Y ednock, representing the Community Economic Development Association of Michigan,
submitted a card stating a neutral position.

There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:55
am.

Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair

Patricia Tremblay-Pluta, Committee Clerk

House Families, Children, and Seniors Committee
ptremblay @house.mi.gov

(517) 373-5795
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