
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Tuesday, March 1, 2011  9:00 a.m. Room 519 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Horn, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Horn, Shirkey, Opsommer, Crawford, Haveman, 
Kowall, Franz, Jacobsen, McBroom, Nesbitt, Outman, Price, Zorn, Roy Schmidt, Santana, 
Irwin, Brunner, Melton, Cavanagh, Smiley, Switalski.   
 
Representative Cavanagh made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of February 22, 
2011.  No objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
The Chair laid the following bills before the Committee for the purpose of receiving testimony:  
 
HB 4265 Opsommer Environmental protection; landfills; yard waste ban waiver; 

provide for facilities with methane capture. 
 
HB 4266 Horn Environmental protection; landfills; yard waste ban waiver; 

provide for facilities with methane capture. 
 
Chair Horn indicated that work would continue on HB 4265 and HB 4266 before any action is 
taken by the full Committee.  
 
The following individuals spoke to the Committee regarding HB 4265 and HB 4266: 
 Douglas Wood, representing Kent County, neutral on HB 4266 
 Fred Thompson, representing Indian Summer Recycling, in opposition 
 Tom Carlson, representing Compost Soil Technologies, in opposition 
 Tom Turner, representing Spurt Industries, in opposition 

Samantha Harkins, representing the Michigan Municipal League, in support 
Noel Bush, representing the City of Midland, in support 
Dolores Michaels, representing Uni-Dig and King of the Wind Farms, in opposition 
Renee Michaels, Representing Uni-Dig, in opposition 
Brad Wallen, representing KMW, neutral on the bills 
Tom Frazier, representing the Michigan Townships Association, expressing some 

concerns about the bills 
George Stojic, representing the Lansing Board of Water and Light, in support 
Tonia Olson, representing Granger, in support 

 
Cards for HB 4265 and HB 4266 were submitted by: 

Mark Stadt, representing DTE Energy in support 
Matt Kurta, representing Michigan Municipal Electric Association, in support 
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Gary Melow, representing Michigan Biomass, in opposition 
Larry Mullins, representing Newark-E.W.S., in opposition 

 
The Chair laid HB 4314 before the Committee for the purpose of providing a presentation on 
Modernizing the Michigan Telecommunications Act. 
 
HB 4314 Horn Communications; telecommunications; certain Michigan 

telecommunications act provisions; modify. 
 
Vice-Chair Shirkey assumed the Chair.  
 
Representative Roy Schmidt briefly reviewed the provisions of HB 4314 with the Committee.  
 
Representative Horn provided additional information on the Telecommunications Act. 
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Vice-Chair Shirkey declared the 
meeting adjourned, the time being 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Representative Kenneth Horn, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk 
(517) 373-8538 
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