
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Tuesday, February 21, 2012  9:00 a.m.        Room 519 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Horn, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Representatives Horn, Shirkey, Opsommer, Crawford, Haveman, 
Kowall, Franz, Jacobsen, McBroom, Nesbitt, Outman, Price, Zorn, Roy Schmidt, Santana, Irwin, 
Brunner, Stallworth, Cavanagh, Smiley, Switalski.  
 
Representative Price made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of February 14, 2012.  No 
objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
The Chair laid the following bill before the Committee.  
 
SB 499 Casperson Recreation; trails; rail trails; authorize installation of telecommunication 

facilities. 
 
Chair Horn indicated that no votes would be taken on SB 499 at this meeting. Continued discussions 
with the bill sponsor and other interested parties are on-going.  
 
Cards for SB 499 were submitted by: 
 Bob Stewart, representing Frontier Communications, in support of (H-1) substitute 
 Matt Groen, representing the Michigan Cable Telecommunications Association, in support of 
(H-1) substitute 
 Jim Kirsch, representing AT&T, in support 
 Constance DeYoung Groh, Michigan Internet and Telecommunications Alliance, in support 
 Mike Maisner, Michigan Fitness Foundation, supports bill in concept 
 Dennis Knapp, representing the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, in opposition 
 
The Chair laid the following bill before the Committee.  
 
HB 5342 Haines Communications; other; authorized use of Michigan public safety 

communications system; expand. 
 
Samantha Harkins, representing the Michigan Municipal League, spoke in support of the concept of HB 
5342. 
 
Tim Wolff of Lake Isabella spoke to the Committee regarding internet broadband access in his 
community. 
 
Mickey Knight, representing Michigan Technological University, spoke in support of the concept of the 
bill.   
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Mike Groen, representing the Michigan Cable Telecommunications Association, reviewed aspects of 
HB 5342 with the Committee.  
 
Cards for HB 5342 were submitted by: 
 Constance DeYoung Groh, representing the Michigan Internet and Telecommunications Alliance 
(MITA), in support 
 Bob Stewart, representing Frontier Communications, in support 
 Michael Boulus, representing the Presidents Council of State Universities, in opposition to an 
amendment denying public access 
 Jim Kirsch, representing AT&T, in opposition as introduced 
  
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Horn declared the meeting adjourned, 
the time being 9:42 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Representative Kenneth Horn, Chair 
 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk 
(517) 373-8538 
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