FIRE PREVENTION CODE
Act 207 of 1941

AN ACT to provide for the prevention of fires and the protection of persons and property from exposure to
the dangers of fire or explosion; to authorize the investigation of fires and the discovery of crime or other
offenses in relation thereto; to require the razing, repair, or alteration of buildings, and the clearing and
improvement of premises which constitute a fire hazard or a menace to the peace, security, or safety of
persons or property; to control the construction, use, and occupancy of buildings and premises in relation to
safety, including fire safety; to provide for the certification of fire inspectors and the delegation of certain
powers to those certified fire inspectors; to provide for the regulation of the storage and transportation of
hazardous material; to provide for the issuance of certificates; to prohibit the use of certain fire extinguishers
and fire extinguishing agents; to provide immunity from liability for certain persons; to provide for the
administration and enforcement of this act; to prescribe penalties; to provide for the promulgation of rules; to
provide for the assessment of fees; and to repeal acts and parts of acts.

History: 1941, Act 207, Imd. Eff. June 16, 1941;00 Am. 1952, Act 113, Eff. Sept. 18, 1952;0 Am. 1961, Act 102, Eff. Sept. 8, 1961;
O Am. 1978, Act 3, Imd. Eff. Feb. 7, 1978;0 Am. 1980, Act 247, Eff. Oct. 1, 1980;0 Am. 1984, Act 314, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 1984;0
Am. 2006, Act 187, Imd. Eff. June 19, 2006;00 Am. 2006, Act 337, Imd. Eff. Aug. 15, 2006.

The People of the Sate of Michigan enact:

29.1 Definitions.

Sec. 1. Asused in this act:

(a) "Bureau" means the bureau of fire services created in section 1b.

(b) "Director" means the director of the department of labor and economic growth.

(c) "Department” means the department of labor and economic growth.

(d) "Building" means a structure, framework, or place for housing 1 or more persons or a tank, receptacle,
or container for the storage of commaodities or other materials.

(e) "Premises’ means a lot or parcel of land, exclusive of buildings, and includes a parking lot, tourist
camp, trailer camp, airport, stockyard, junkyard, wharf, pier, and any other place or enclosure.

(f) "Fire hazard" means a building, premises, place, or thing that, because of its nature, location,
occupancy, condition, or use, may cause loss, damage, or injury to persons or property by fire, explosion, or
action of the elements.

(g) "Person" means an individual, partnership, corporation, or voluntary association.

(h) "Owner" means a person with an ownership interest in property, and includes a trustee, a board of
trustees of property, and a person with a freehold interest in property. Owner does not include a lessee or
mortgagee of property.

(i) "Organized fire department” means a department, authority, or other governmental entity that
safeguards life and property from damage from explosion, fire, or disaster and that provides fire suppression
and other related servicesin this state. Organized fire department includes any lawfully organized firefighting
forcein this state.

() "State fire marshal" means the individual appointed by the director under section 1b.

(k) "Firm" means a sole proprietorship, partnership, association, or corporation.

() "Vehicle" means atank vehicle or bulk transportation vehicle, excluding the tractor of atank vehicle or
bulk transportation vehicle.

(m) "Hazardous material" means explosives, pyrotechnics, flammable gas, flammable compressed gas,
nonflammable compressed gas, flammable liquid, combustible liquid, oxidizing material, poisonous gas,
poisonous liquid, irritating material, etiologic material, radioactive material, corrosive material, or liquefied
petroleum gas.

(n) "Firefighter" means a member of an organized fire department, including a volunteer member or a
member paid on call, who is responsible for, or is in a capacity that includes responsibility for, the
extinguishment of fires, the directing of the extinguishment of fires, the prevention and detection of fires, and
the enforcement of the genera fire laws of this state. Firefighter does not include a person whose job
description, duties, or responsibilities do not include direct involvement in fire suppression.

(o) "Place of public assemblage" means aroom or other space in abuilding if the room or other space can
accommodate 50 or more individuals, including connected rooms and spaces that share a common means of
entrance and egress. Place of public assemblage does not include a private 1- or 2-family dwelling.

(p) "Fire chief* or "chief of an organized fire department” means the chief operating officer of an
organized fire department.
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(q) "Board" means the state fire safety board created in section 3b.

(r) "Terminal™ means alocation where an aboveground liquid storage tank containing a flammable liquid is
located.

(s) "Attended terminal” means a terminal, other than a remote control terminal, where an individua
knowledgeable in the aboveground liquid storage tank filling operation is physically in attendance and control
during the entire delivery of a flammable liquid and has as his or her primary responsibility supervising the
storage tank filling operation.

(t) "Unattended terminal” means a terminal, other than a remote control terminal or an attended terminal,
where an individual knowledgeable in the aboveground liquid storage tank filling operation is only in
attendance during a portion of the time when a flammable liquid is being delivered or the individual's primary
responsibility is afunction other than supervising the storage tank filling operation.

(u) "Remote control terminal” means a termina where filling an aboveground liquid storage tank with a
flammable liquid is controlled at a remote location by the individual who conveyed the flammable liquid to
the terminal.

(v) "Pipeline" means a pipeline that conveys a flammable liquid from a crude petroleum wellhead
collection site to arefinery or terminal or from arefinery to aterminal. Pipeline does not mean gathering lines
that convey a flammable liquid from the wellhead to a crude petroleum collection tank or piping used in a
plant operation.

(w) "Fire alarm system" means an assemblage of components that indicates or provides awarning of afire
emergency, installation of which is required by the bureau under rules promulgated under section 3c.

(x) "Fire suppression system" means an integrated combination of a fire alarm system and fire suppression
equipment that, as a result of predetermined temperature, rate of temperature rise, products of combustion,
flame, or human intervention, will discharge a fire extinguishing substance over a fire area, installation of
which is required by the bureau under rules promulgated under section 3c.

(y) "Flammable liquid" means a liquid with a flash point below 100 degrees Fahrenheit and a vapor
pressure that does not exceed 40 pounds per square inch absolute at 100 degrees Fahrenheit.

(2) "Combustible liquid* means a liquid with a flash point at or above 100 degrees Fahrenheit and below
200 degrees Fahrenheit.

(aa) "Owner of avehicle" means 1 or more of the following:

(i) A person who rents or leases the vehicle or has the exclusive use of the vehicle for a period greater than
30 days.

(i) Subject to subparagraph (iii), a person who holds legal title to the vehicle.

(iii) If the vehicle is the subject of a conditional sale or lease agreement with the right of purchase upon
performance of the conditions in the agreement, and if the conditional vendee or lessee has the immediate
right of possession, or if amortgagor of avehicle is entitled to possession, the conditional vendee or lessee or
mortgagor.

(bb) "Noncommercial transportation" means the occasional transportation of personal property by an
individual not for compensation or in the furtherance of a commercia enterprise, and transportation not
regulated under the motor carrier safety act of 1963, 1963 PA 181, MCL 480.11 to 480.25.

History: 1941, Act 207, Imd. Eff. June 16, 1941;00 CL 1948, 29.1;00 Am. 1973, Act 199, Imd. Eff. Jan. 11, 1974;0 Am. 1978, Act 3,
Imd. Eff. Feb. 7, 1978;0] Am. 1980, Act 247, Eff. Oct. 1, 1980;00 Am. 1981, Act 186, Imd. Eff. Dec. 23, 1981;(] Am. 1982, Act 144, Eff.
Oct. 28, 1982;0 Am. 1987, Act 70, Imd. Eff. June 29, 1987;00 Am. 1996, Act 152, Imd. Eff. Mar. 25, 1996;00 Am. 2006, Act 189, Imd.
Eff. June 19, 2006.

Compiler's note: For transfer of powers and duties of the state fire safety board from the department of state police to the department
of consumer and industry services, see E.R.O. No. 1997-2, compiled at MCL 29.451 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

For transfer of certain authority, powers, functions, and responsibilities of the state fire marshal and the fire marshal division of the
department of state police to the director of the department of labor and economic growth, bureau of construction codes and fire safety,
by type |l transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2003-1, compiled at MCL 445.2011.

Former law: See Act 79 of 1911; Act 178 of 1915, being CL 1929, 88 603 to 620.
Administrativerules: R 29.2801 et seq. of the Michigan Administrative Code.

29.1a Short title.
Sec. 1a. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "fire prevention code".

History: Add. 1945, Act 86, Imd. Eff. Apr. 11, 1945;00 CL 1948, 29.1a;(0 Am. 1980, Act 247, Eff. Oct. 1, 1980.

Compiler's note: For transfer of certain authority, powers, functions, and responsibilities of the state fire marshal and the fire
marshal division of the department of state police to the director of the department of labor and economic growth, bureau of construction
codes and fire safety, by type Il transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2003-1, compiled at MCL 445.2011.
29.1b Bureau of fire services; creation; state fire marshal as head of bureau; membership;
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powers and duties; financial transactions and records.

Sec. 1b. (1) The bureau of fire servicesis created in the department.

(2) The governor shall appoint a state fire marshal to serve as the head of the bureau. The state fire marshal
shall possess not less than 10 years experiencein 1 or more of the following areas:

(a) Safeguarding life and property from damage from explosion, fire, disaster, or other fire-related
emergencies.

(b) Delivery of fire suppression or related fire services or emergency response services.

(c) Fire investigation or the provision of related investigation services to law enforcement or fire service
agencies.

(d) Training of firefighters or fire investigators.

(e) Enforcement of the general fire laws of this state.

(3) The bureau shall include the following:

(a) The state fire marshal.

(b) The firefighters training council created under section 3 of the firefighters training council act, 1966 PA
291, MCL 29.363.

(c) The board.

(d) Any other agency, board, or commission designated as a part of the bureau by law.

(4) The bureau shall have all of the authority, powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities transferred
from the fire marsha division of the department of state police to the department under Executive
Reorganization Order No. 2003-1, MCL 445.2011. The department shall perform the budgeting, procurement,
and related management functions of the bureau. The bureau shall administer the authority, powers, duties,
functions, and responsibilities vested in the bureau and may make internal organizational changes to ensure
efficient administration.

(5) To implement the amendatory act that added this section, the state budget director shall determine and
authorize the most efficient methods for the bureau to handle financial transactions and records in the
financial management system of this state.

History: Add. 2006, Act 189, Imd. Eff. June 19, 2006.

Compiler'snote: Enacting section 1 of Act 189 of 2006 provides:

"Enacting section 1. This amendatory act does not affect the transfer of authority, powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities under
this act to the department of environmental quality under Executive Reorganization Order Nos. 1997-2 and 1998-2, MCL 29.451 and
29.461, or to the department of state police and the director of the department of state police under Executive Reorganization Order No.
2003-1, MCL 445.2011."

For transfer of certain authority, powers, functions, and responsibilities of the state fire marshal and the fire marshal division of the
department of state police to the director of the department of labor and economic growth, bureau of construction codes and fire safety,
by type |l transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2003-1, compiled at MCL 445.2011.

29.1c Bureau of fire services; duties; powers.

Sec. 1c. (1) The bureau shall do all of the following:

(a) Serve asafoca point for matters relating to fire services in this state.

(b) Coordinate with the fire investigation unit of the department of state police activities relating to fire
investigations, fire investigator training, and the provision of related assistance to local law enforcement and
fire service agencies.

(c) Provide forms that cities, villages, and townships may use to grant permits for fireworks under section
243b of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.243b.

(2) The bureau may do 1 or more of the following:

(a) Establish a program for the reporting and central compilation of fire service personnel credentials,
including, but not limited to, qualifications, tests, examinations, certifications, educational experience, and
training.

(b) Participate in the child fire setting and juvenile arson program.

(c) Participate in the national fire incident reporting system.

(d) Operate an accelerant detecting canine program.

(e) All other things necessary to achieve the objectives and purposes of the bureau under this act and other
laws that relate to the purposes and responsihilities of the bureau.

(3) The state fire marshal may organize or reorganize the bureau and appoint deputies, assistants, and
employees with titles, powers, and duties related to the administration and enforcement of this act.

History: Add. 2006, Act 189, Imd. Eff. June 19, 2006.

Compiler's note: For transfer of certain authority, powers, functions, and responsibilities of the state fire marshal and the fire
marshal division of the department of state police to the director of the department of labor and economic growth, bureau of construction
codes and fire safety, by type Il transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2003-1, compiled at MCL 445.2011.
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29.1d State fire marshal; duties.

Sec. 1d. The state fire marshal shall do &l of the following:

(a) Oversee and direct fire service programs in this state that are vested in the bureau.

(b) Perform the powers and duties of the state fire marshal under this act in a manner that maximizes the
effective administration of the fire service of this state.

(c) Serve as policy advisor to the governor on the development and administration of fire service policies,
programs, and procedures.

(d) Participate in the development, review, and implementation of the Michigan hazard mitigation plan.

(e) Provide information for the development and regular updating of the Michigan hazard analysis,
including the structural fires element, and the Michigan emergency management plan required under section
7a of the emergency management act, 1976 PA 390, MCL 30.407a.

History: Add. 2006, Act 189, Imd. Eff. June 19, 2006.

Compiler's note: For transfer of certain authority, powers, functions, and responsibilities of the state fire marshal and the fire

marshal division of the department of state police to the director of the department of labor and economic growth, bureau of construction
codes and fire safety, by type Il transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2003-1, compiled at MCL 445.2011.

29.1e Uniforms, equipment, and other articles; prohibited acts; violation; penalty; "facsimile"
defined.

Sec. 1e. (1) The bureau shall provide the state fire marshal and any deputy state fire marshals with suitable
uniforms, equipment, and other articles necessary to carry out this act. The state fire marshal shall prescribe
the uniforms and equipment for the state fire marshal and any deputy state fire marshals.

(2) A person shall not sell, furnish, possess, wear, exhibit, display, or use a badge, patch, uniform, or
facsimile of a badge, patch, or uniform of the state fire marshal or a deputy state fire marshal unless 1 or more
of the following apply:

(a) The person is authorized to do so by the state fire marshal.

(b) The person is the state fire marshal or a deputy state fire marshal.

(c) The badge is a retirement badge and is in the possession of a retired state fire marshal or deputy state
firemarshal.

(d) The badge, patch, or uniform is the badge, patch, or uniform of a deceased state fire marshal or deputy
state fire marshal and isin the possession of his or her spouse, child, or next of kin.

(e) The person is a collector of badges, patches, uniforms, or facsimiles. A badge, patch, uniform, or
facsimile possessed as part of a collection shall be in a container or display case when being transported.

(f) The person is in the theatrical profession and wears the badge, patch, uniform, or facsimile while
actually engaged in following that profession.

(3) A person who violates subsection (2) is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not
more than 93 days or afine of not more than $500.00, or both. A charge under or a conviction or punishment
for aviolation of this section does not prevent a person from being charged with, convicted of, or punished for
any other violation of law arising from the same transaction.

(4) As used in this section, "facsimile" includes both an exact replica of an existing item and a close
imitation of an existing item.

History: Add. 2006, Act 189, Imd. Eff. June 19, 2006.

Compiler's note: For transfer of certain authority, powers, functions, and responsibilities of the state fire marshal and the fire
marshal division of the department of state police to the director of the department of labor and economic growth, bureau of construction
codes and fire safety, by type Il transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2003-1, compiled at MCL 445.2011.

29.2 Administration and enforcement of act.

Sec. 2. Except as otherwise provided in this act, the administration and enforcement of this act are the
responsibility of the bureau.

History: 1941, Act 207, Imd. Eff. June 16, 1941;00 CL 1948, 29.2;(0 Am. 1965, Act 200, Imd. Eff. July 16, 1965;00 Am. 1973, Act
199, Imd. Eff. Jan. 11, 1974;00 Am. 2006, Act 189, Imd. Eff. June 19, 2006.

Compiler's note: For transfer of certain authority, powers, functions, and responsibilities of the state fire marshal and the fire
marshal division of the department of state police to the director of the department of labor and economic growth, bureau of construction
codes and fire safety, by type Il transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2003-1, compiled at MCL 445.2011.

For transfer of powers and duties of the department of environmental quality under the aboveground storage tank program from

department of environmental quality to bureau of fire services, department of licensing and regulatory affairs, see E.R.O. No. 2012-7,
compiled at MCL 29.462.

29.2a Rules; promulgation; ad hoc committees.
Sec. 2a. (1) Rules promulgated under this act shall be promulgated pursuant to the administrative
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procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328.

(2) The state fire marshal, after consultation with the board, may appoint ad hoc committees to assist the
bureau, including the board and the state fire marshal, in promulgating rules under this act. The committees
shall consist of as many members as the state fire marshal considers necessary, but shall include at least 2
persons who are representatives of 1 or more fire associations having a direct interest in the rules and at |east
1 person who is representative of the persons owning facilities regulated by this act.

(3) The committees appointed under subsection (2) shall serve during the promulgation of the rules, may
make recommendations on the content of the rules, and may recommend revisionsin the rules.

(4) The board shall make recommendations on the content of the rules promulgated under this act and may
recommend revisions in proposed rules or existing rules.

History: Add. 1978, Act 3, Imd. Eff. Feb. 7, 1978;00 Am. 1980, Act 247, Eff. Oct. 1, 1980;00 Am. 2006, Act 189, Imd. Eff. June 19,
2006.

Compiler's note: For transfer of certain authority, powers, functions, and responsibilities of the state fire marshal and the fire
marshal division of the department of state police to the director of the department of labor and economic growth, bureau of construction
codes and fire safety, by type Il transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2003-1, compiled at MCL 445.2011.

For transfer of powers and duties of the department of environmental quality under the aboveground storage tank program from
department of environmental quality to bureau of fire services, department of licensing and regulatory affairs, see E.R.O. No. 2012-7,
compiled at MCL 29.462.

Administrative rules: R 28.101 et seg.; R 29.1 et seg.; R 29.501 et seq.; R 29.551 et seq.; R 29.601 et seqg.; R 29.1101 et seq.; R
29.2201 et seg.; R 29.2301 et seq.; R 29.2501 et seq.; R 29.2801 et seq.; R 29.3101 et seq.; and R 29.3801 et seq. of the Michigan
Administrative Code.

29.2b Delegation of authority to enforce fire safety rules; certification of individuals; rules;
ordinances; fire inspectors; duration, renewal, and revocation of delegated authority;
review of decisions.

Sec. 2b. (1) On request by resolution of a governing body of an organized fire department, the bureau may
delegate to 1 or more individuals employed as full-time fire inspectors by the organized fire department and
certified under subsection (2) the authority to enforce 1 or more of the fire safety rules promulgated under this
act.

(2) The bureau shall promulgate rules as provided in this section establishing qualifications for certification
of an individual described in subsection (1). The state fire marshal shall certify an individual who meets the
gualifications established by the bureau. The delegation of authority under subsection (1) does not prohibit a
city, village, or township from adopting fire safety ordinances or a city, village, township, or other
governmental entity otherwise authorized from employing persons as fire inspectors.

(3) The authority delegated under subsection (1) may be delegated for not more than 2 years, but may be
renewed under subsection (1) for subsequent 2-year periods. The authority shall be revoked by the bureau, if
the bureau finds that the employee is not in compliance with subsection (1) or if the governing body of the
employing city, village, or township, by resolution, requests the revocation.

(4) The board shall review all decisions of the bureau delegating or revoking authority under subsection (1)
and may overrule adecision if it is made contrary to subsection (1).

History: Add. 1980, Act 247, Eff. Oct. 1, 1980;00 Am. 2006, Act 189, Imd. Eff. June 19, 2006.

Compiler's note: For transfer of powers and duties of the fire marshal division programs relating to coordination of fire inspector
training programs, including state certified fire inspector school and the biennial recertification of fire inspectors, from the department of
state police to the department of consumer and industry services, see E.R.O. No. 1997-2, compiled at MCL 29.451 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws.

For transfer of certain authority, powers, functions, and responsibilities of the state fire marshal and the fire marshal division of the
department of state police to the director of the department of labor and economic growth, bureau of construction codes and fire safety,
by type ll transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2003-1, compiled at MCL 445.2011.

Administrative rules: R 28.101 et seq.; R 29.1 et seq.; R 29.501 et seq.; R 29.551 et seq.; R 29.601 et seq.; R 29.1101 et seq.; R
29.2201 et seg.; R 29.2301 et seq.; R 29.2501 et seq.; R 29.2801 et seq.; R 29.3101 et seg.; and R 29.3801 et seq. of the Michigan
Administrative Code.

29.2c Hospital operation and maintenance inspection fees; plan review and construction
inspection fees for hospitals and schools; disposition; establishment of fee schedule.

Sec. 2c. (1) To implement and enforce this act, the bureau may charge hospital s operation and maintenance
inspection fees and may charge hospitals and schools plan review and construction inspection fees as
provided in this section.

(2) Fees charged under subsection (1) shall be deposited in the general fund in a restricted account. The
fees collected under this act and placed in the restricted account shall be used only to fund the services for
which the fees were collected and shall remain in the restricted account at the end of the fiscal year.
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(3) The fees charged under this section shall be established in a fee schedule contained in each fiscal year's
appropriations act for the department.

History: Add. 1996, Act 147, Imd. Eff. Mar. 25, 1996;00 Am. 2006, Act 189, Imd. Eff. June 19, 2006.

Compiler's note: For transfer of certain authority, powers, functions, and responsibilities of the state fire marshal and the fire
marshal division of the department of state police to the director of the department of labor and economic growth, bureau of construction
codes and fire safety, by type Il transfer, see E.R.O. No. 2003-1, compiled at MCL 445.2011.

29.3 Repealed. 1965, Act 200, Imd. Eff. July 16, 1965.

Compiler's note: The repealed section authorized commissioner of state police to promulgate rules, and provided for judicial review.

29.3a Repealed. 1978, Act 3, Imd. Eff. Feb. 7, 1978.
Compiler'snote: The repealed section pertained to adoption and promulgation of fire safety rules and standards.

29.3b State fire safety board; creation; appointment, qualifications, terms, and removal of
members; quorum; voting; hearing; chairperson; regular and special meetings;
conducting business at public meeting; expenses; appropriation; minutes; record;
availability of certain writings to public; confidentiality; reports, analyses, or summaries.

Sec. 3b. (1) The state fire safety board is created in the bureau and shall consist of 17 members who are
residents of this state. Of the members:

(a) Three shall be representatives of organized fire departments in the Lower Peninsula.

(b) One shall be arepresentative of organized fire departments in the Upper Peninsula.

(c) One shall be arepresentative of hospital administration.

(d) One shall be aregistered professional engineer.

(e) One shall be aregistered architect.

(f) One shall be arepresentative of the nursing home industry.

(g) One shall be an individual who meets any of the following criteria

(i) The individual is a member of the governing board of a school district, public school academy, or
intermediate school district.

(if) The individual is employed by a school district, a public school academy, or an intermediate school
district in an administrative capacity.

(iii) The individual is a member of, or is employed by, a statewide association representing school board
members or school administrators.

(h) One shall be arepresentative of the building trades.

(i) One shall be arepresentative of persons who own a place of public assemblage.

() One shall be arepresentative of the flammable liquids industry.

(k) One shall be a representative of the liquefied petroleum gas industry or the flammable compressed
gases industry.

() One shall be arepresentative of the chemical manufacturing industry.

(m) One shall be alicensed electrical contractor or master electrician.

(n) One shall be a representative of persons who own adult foster care facilities.

(0) One shall be the state fire marshal or an employee of the bureau designated by the state fire marshal.

(2) Board members, other than the state fire marshal or the state fire marshal's designee, shall be appointed
by the governor with the advice and consent of the senate. The members appointed by the governor shall have
the qualifications the governor considers essential to enable them to competently decide matters of fire
prevention and fire safety for the establishments or facilities specified in section 3c(1).

(3) Each member appointed by the governor before January 1, 2007 shall be appointed for a term of 3
years. Each member appointed by the governor after December 31, 2006 shall be appointed for a term of 4
years. Continued absence of a member appointed by the governor from regular or special meetings of the
board makes the member subject to immediate removal by the governor.

(4) A mgjority of the members appointed to and serving on the board constitutes a quorum. Affirmative
votes of at least a majority of the members appointed to and serving on the board is required to decide any
question, action, or business of the board, except that a hearing of a contested case may be conducted before 3
board members who, after hearing the facts and considering the evidence and testimony, shall recommend the
action the board should take.

(5) The governor shall designate 1 of the members of the board to serve as chairperson of the board at the
pleasure of the governor. Annually, the board may elect from its members a vice-chairperson of the board.
Each year, the board shall hold not fewer than 4 regular meetings. Special meetings may be called by the
chairperson or upon written request of 5 board members. Meetings shall be held at a location in this state
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designated by the chairperson.

(6) The business of the board shall be conducted at a public meeting that complies with the open meetings
act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275.

(7) Each appointed member of the board is entitled to actual and necessary expenses incurred in the
performance of his or her duties as a member of the board, subject to available appropriations.

(8) The board shall keep minutes of its proceedings, showing the vote of each member on each proposition
or question, or indicating if a member is absent or failsto vote. A record of board action and business shall be
made and maintained.

(9) Except as provided in subsections (10) and (11), a writing prepared, owned, used, in the possession of,
or retained by the board, the department, their agents, or others in the performance of an official function
under this act is subject to the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246.

(10) A person regulated under this act may designate a report or other information furnished to or obtained
by the department, its agents, or others under this act as being only for confidential use by the department, its
agents, or others in the performance of an official function. If the department, its agents, or others receive a
request under section 5 of the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.235, for a public record that
includes information designated as confidential or information obtained under section 4, the department, its
agents, or others shall notify the person regulated under this act. The person regulated under this act has 30
days after receipt of the notice to demonstrate to the department, its agents, or others, that the information
designated as confidential or information obtained under section 4 constitutes a trade secret or confidential
business information that, if disclosed, may cause a competitive disadvantage. The department, its agents, or
others shall grant the request for the information unless the person regulated under this act makes a
satisfactory demonstration to the department, its agents, or others that disclosure of the information may cause
a competitive disadvantage. If a dispute occurs between the person regulated under this act and the person
requesting the information, the board shall make afinal decision to grant or deny the request.

(11) This act does not prevent the use of arecord or information by the department to compile or publish
reports, analyses, or summaries of genera conditions for the prevention of fire, or the use of a record or
information to administer or enforce federal, state, or local fire prevention laws. However, a report, analysis,
summary, or use shall not directly or indirectly publicly reveal information otherwise confidential under this
section.

History: Add. 1965, Act 200, Imd. Eff. July 16, 1965;00 Am. 1968, Act 321, Imd. Eff. July 3, 1968;00 Am. 1970, Act 212, Imd. Eff.
Sept. 29, 1970;0] Am. 1978, Act 3, Imd. Eff. Feb. 7, 1978;01 Am. 1980, Act 247, Eff. Oct. 1, 1980;00 Am. 1996, Act 152, Imd. Eff. Mar.
25, 1996;0 Am. 2006, Act 189, Imd. Eff. June 19, 2006.

Compiler's note: For transfer of certain authority, powers, functions, and responsibilities of the state fire marshal and the fire

marshal division of the department of state police to the director of the departmen