
REVISED JUDICATURE ACT OF 1961 (EXCERPT)
Act 236 of 1961

600.5809 Action to enforce noncontractual money obligations; limitations.
Sec. 5809. (1) A person shall not bring or maintain an action to enforce a noncontractual money obligation

unless, after the claim first accrued to the person or to someone through whom he or she claims, the person
commences the action within the applicable period of time prescribed by this section.

(2) The period of limitations is 2 years for an action for the recovery of a penalty or forfeiture based on a
penal statute brought in the name of the people of this state.

(3) Except as provided in subsection (4), the period of limitations is 10 years for an action founded upon a
judgment or decree rendered in a court of record of this state, or in a court of record of the United States or of
another state of the United States, from the time of the rendition of the judgment or decree. The period of
limitations is 6 years for an action founded upon a judgment or decree rendered in a court not of record of this
state, or of another state, from the time of the rendition of the judgment or decree. A judgment entered in the
district court of this state before May 25, 1973, is a judgment of a court not of record. A judgment entered in
the district court of this state on or after May 25, 1973, except a judgment entered in the small claims division
of the district court, is a judgment of a court of record. Within the applicable period of limitations prescribed
by this subsection, an action may be brought upon the judgment or decree for a new judgment or decree. The
new judgment or decree is subject to this subsection.

(4) For an action to enforce a support order that is enforceable under the support and parenting time
enforcement act, Act No. 295 of the Public Acts of 1982, being sections 552.601 to 552.650 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws, the period of limitations is 10 years from the date that the last support payment is due under
the support order regardless of whether or not the last payment is made.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963;Am. 1974, Act 297, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975;Am. 1976, Act 444, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977;
Am. 1996, Act 275, Eff. Jan. 1, 1997.
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